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EPJftTLE DEDIGATORY 
i*a MY ikfiAKDioir 

ANJTOLE DE LA ffVESTlNE. 



MY DEAR SON, 

V 

i-Qu are now^in y^r twelfth year; 

the greateft part of the following 
Work is calculated for that age j but 
I am perfuaded that in reading even 
the laft Chapters, with your precep- 
tor, you will be able perfcdly ta 
comprehend them. 

Maternal tcnderncfs confecrates 

this Work to you : may filial piety 

^give it value in your eyes ! Read it 

^over often} meditate upon the 

^ A 2 leffoiis 



leflbns it offers you ; they arc didatccj 
by experience, and prompted by the 
tendered of all fentiments ; and 
believe me, you will be happy and 
worthy of being beloved, only in 
proportion as you follow them. 

BlULlK, 



PREFACE. 



I HAD already pubUflbed, for tlie ufe 
of infancy and youth, tales, dramas, 
and a romance in letters * i a book 
of maxims and portraits was want- 
ing, and Inow prefent them with 
it.. In my New Method of InJiruSlion 
I have alfo introduced detached 
thoughts for Children. I might have 
intitled the prefent work La Roche- 
foucaUlt the Lejs ; I have not done 
fo, becaufe my principles are in ge- 
neral very different from thofe of 
that author. There are in his book 

* The Young Exiles. 

A 3 ' that 
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many things which I like and ad- 
mire 5 but I muft alfo obferveVbat it 
contains many futile conclufions^ 
that the ftyle is incorre^ and often 
afFeded ; and that it abounds with 
falfe and dangerous maxims, and 
holds forth a fyilem which, adopted 
fmce by a difciple of the modern 
philofophy *, has produced that hor- 
rid work t, defpifed by all who 
poffefs fenfibility of foul, or found- 
nefs of judgment. . 

The mofl profound of all pbfer- 
vers, the moft perfed of all moralifls, 
the writer the moft fpirited, and moft 
original intny opinion, is LaBruyere^ 
to juftify the title which I have 
given to this ellay, I have en- 



• HelvetiuSiT, 

t The book intitled De PE/prit ; 1 advife all 
young people to read M. de Harpe's excelleru 
Refutation of this work. 

deavoured 
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deavoured to feissc the tone, and to 
imitate the manhcf of my admired 
and favourite author. I have adop* 
ted, or parodied the titles of his 
chapters? but not being able to 
fpeak fo well, I have chofen fub- 
jeds totally different ; he is a 
painter upon a grand fcalc, whom 
it is impoffible to copy in mimture^ 
and from whom I wifhed only to 
borrow the ftyle and the colouring. 
I have never had the vanity to hop6 
to equal him, I pretend only to re- 
ieriible him in a flight degree. 

The laft ten chapters of this work 
are of a nature different from the 
preceding part ; I have not written 
them for the infljrudion of youth*.^ 
they arc reflexions fpringing from 

* Exc epting only the chapter On i^ravelliit^^ 
of which- almoft all the' leflbns it contaiiS arc 
addtefled to youth. . 

the 
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the heart, and traced in the tablet 
of memory, in various fituations 
^of ray: life j they are no laboured 
compofxtions, but in reading them 
over^ I have foimd in them a cha- 
lader of truth, of which the intereft 
may well fupply the place of talent. 

We are apt in our pidures of life 
to take our colouring from the times 
in which we live -, it is difficult to 
write with impartiality on the pai% 
fions, the propenfities, and natural 
inclinations of men our contempon 
raries. Hobbes, an athieft, and liv- 
ing in times of fadion, has repre- 
fented man under the hideous form 
of the moft atrocioufly wicked of 
beings ; hepainted faithfully what 
lie beheld, but he drew falfe conclu- 
fions from the whole. He might 
as weU luve fuppofed that he could 
have judged of the phyfical confti- 
tution of a man, frota fcomg him 
attacked by an overpowering malady, 

which 
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which had thrown him into convul- 
iions. Men the moil healthy and 
TobufI, may become vidims to a 
Contagion, and die of the plague, 
^hen it is epidemical. La Roche- 
fancanlt, in an agreeable but fuper- 
ficial work, has been guilty of a 
'fault of the fame nature^ he was a 
witnefs of petty factions ^ he faw 
courtiers agitated by the fpirit of 
party, and he has unjuftly attributed 
to the whole human fpecies the er- 
rors of the moment, and the vices 
of a fingle clafs of individuals. He 
has degraded and calumniated man. 

I too have been deftined to live n 
an age of public diftradions ; I have 
been the witnefs of crimes furpafliag 
all of which I ever read ^ I have 
been the vidim of calumny ; I am 
a fugitive profcribed and defpoiled j 
but I have not lofk all :ihe loye of 
truth is ftill left me 5 and I dare flat- 
ter 
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ter myfelf there will not be found m 
this eflay, or in any of my works, 
cither exaggeration; malevolence, or 
mifanthropy^, difpofitions too often 
produced by, injuftice and misfor- 
tune^ 
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GHAP..i. 

^/4)l of ibeWorkjahaObjeSi of the Author, 

X^"^^^ rif>i]r tb mv 'children what I hayc^ 
<«* bofrdS^d * from'* tM^i\ they * have* fur- 
«''nWetfrAe''WB'*thtfrJlye^W 
*« ' woft/ and' ^it ^ is" but juft' ^that,; having 
<^ cbtfiplctfccl* it" wTtfiafi^ that attention' to 
*f ' xi^m o?' wlilclhl Vas"capable, arid wfjich 
^^-^it ili^fife friJHi^^m^,-! VHSiSaiiiaU^t^^ 

-•'th-ritftltuel8ii*'^ 

ChildfiiT hSve Jever becri the chief o^- 
leSii orm;P'fenous^m6cl^ta^^^^^ for, bci 



• Such is nearly .\yotd Jor word the mtrocJac. 
tory paragraph of TbeChara^erso^ La Bruyecp : 
he lays, T reffore to tHe pufelic what 1 have bor- 
rowed fmna it, &c^ The inverted commas mark 
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coming a mother at a very early age, I 
wa3 ifrom t&at ^drcumftance led. to ftudy 
. them with peculiar care. 1 have educated 
a great number ; and befides, have never 
neglcfted any opportunity \>( obferving 
thofc of my friends, and' even thofe which 
i have met with in fociety and in my -various 
travels. I have made it a praftice to write 
at the time all my obfervations on this fub- 
je<5l, fo that my young readers may be 
aflurcd that all the portraits they are about 
to contemplate are drawn from nature : I 
declare at the feme time, that it; will be 
impoffiblc for them ever to find the key to 
thefc charafters*: firfl:, becaufe I have met 
with my originals in divers countries^ and 
that to be able to difcover xhcm it would 
he neceflary to commence a tour through 
France, Switzerland, Holland, Italy, En- 
gland, Germany, &c. ; fecondly, becaufe;. 
fince my coUefting thefe portraits, almoft 
aU :niy perfonages have grown up, and have 
become fo perfeft, or are fo ehdrcly cor- 
refted by education and experience, that 
they are at prefent .not to be recognized^. 
Ho\yever, as nature is always the fame, 

there 

• That is to fayt the real names of the perfons 
whofe portraits I have given in this work. 
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there may ftill be many children who may rc- 
fcmble thofc whom I have painted, though 
i have never known them ; in the fame 
manner, wc every day fee perfons whom 
we migh- perfuade ourfelves fat for chc 
portraits of La Bruyere, who wrote a hun- 
dred years ago. This author, fo ingeni- 
bus, fo moral, fo profound an obferver, has 
had the art of uniring inftruftion with plea- 
fure in painting ,rnen as. they are : in the 
different portraits which be has drawn, he 
has inarked in glowing colours the amiable 
nature of virtue in the human charader, 
whilft he has held up Vice to ridicule and 
deteftation. All his detached maxims, and 
all his criricifms tend to make us love and 
revere religion, and virtue, of which it is 
the bafis j and hate and defpifc impiety and 
vice. 1 have propofed to myfclf ihe fame; 
iandhappy if I could accomplifh it as fully, 
afid if this little work fhould prove as ufeful 
and agreeblc to chiUren, as the Great La 
Bruyere muft ever, be to thofe of riper 
judgment. 



Ml 

CHAP. 
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CHAP; n. 

Qf Readingy Study^ and Jpplkaim; 

•W' BEM- we^fay tharnodung dir{)lAys moie 
good: fenfit^ .or is ttione uieful than a' tafte' 
fbc reading) two tbing^ane to be uhd^« 
fteod 2A mceDlry^ ^^prcpdtchtfi€e-o/'hak^ 
and applkationifu nadtngi 

Oil the» contfary^ hodKfng'Can'l3k a ffl^ofl* 
ger indication of want of fetiAi' than* art' in^- 
dolence or- habititail inatientkyn-in r^adihg'; 
nor can any tbmg be more^pemieidus thkn* 
reading without diftih£tioa or difcernmenr' 
cifcry.thingi wUab faUsAinto^ourbandsy oti* 
what is . ftill worfej feieftifig frota tifli* 
faboks:of a . friyotoQS nature or 'dinget^os*' 
tf fideficyf 

Somoi youngiladic&Mn Gertnamy cxcitetf*^ 
my attcjBtioni by the fingularity *^ of th«r- 
t.%fte in^ readings a&JWcH ;^ ^by th^-ftrange- 
nianneriin rwhich:they read? I IhaH^o/riy* 
mention Louifaj her portrait wilP»bfe*tbat^ 
of many others, 

. Louifa, who w^s only twelve years old, 
like mcft other youngs females in Germany, 

underftood 
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tinderftood French and German equally 
wdl,'b«t was mifcpably deficient in her 
Jcnqwledgc of 'both languages. She was 
piiffirmaUly fond of one kind of reading 
only; namely, French novels ; though there 
iwas at^icaft ^nc*q«arter of each volume loft 
to he*, .^>wtng to her ignorance of the 
Freflpfc^hralts^ and evtn of many words 
in that language, #bich muft of neccffity 
throw a good deal of oWcurity over lAtt 
fcnfc of wftat Ihe read. It %'2s ^11 one j 
ftie fought ^with;avidity.» net fuch en* fuch « 
w^cki butindifcriminatdy aH thi^t^bore the 
t»mc /of freiteb mvel5\ then, according 
^.cbcxaftc"'©rt)phiion of others, (hei/youl^ 
pronounce that book is t'trejome^ or, ihh 
took u charming :i but whether the moft 
rietcfteble produdion or a mafter-piece of 
genius* this book would have been read 
precifcly m the lame manner : and it was 
thus. 

Loui(a itook her book in one ^and, and 
in the other :the flocking at which fhe was 
kaitting r and. (when . 4he n»carher per- 
mitted), (he would open a window which 
looked into the Aceet, feat herfelf fo as 
that fhe might fee all that was paffing thero, 
B 3 place 
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place her book Open, on the frame of tht 
window^ and then> like Julius CaBfar*,.fl>e 
did three things at once ^ Ibe knitted, read^ 
and obfervcd the people who paffcd by. li 
the window was 'on the ground-floor, the 
ftreet , much, crowded, and conftquently 
very nolly., nothing was wamtng to hec 
happiiiefs^ It required this alFemblage of 
pkafiircs to give reading a true charm to, 
Louila. , The book woyld have bad fcarcely 
any more intereft for her if a fhowcr had 
difpcrfed the crowd, or if (he had loft one 
of her knitting needles: and what rendered 
this ftill more aftonifting was, that (he read 
in a language of which (he could compre- 
hend fo little. 

It is eafy to do any little work with the 
hands whilft li/lening to anQther who reads 
aloud, bccaufe wc have neitfier the trouble 
nor the employment of holding the book, 
turning over the leaves, nor reading it with 
the eyesi but what can refuk from read- 
ing fuch as I have defcriScd P-r-ihnumcrav 
ble falfc ideas, and not one ufcful rcflcdiom 

Wc 

• Julius Caefar, it is faid, could di<51ate thi-<^e 
er {our different letters at the fame time. 
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Wc fliould give our entire applicatJoa 
V6 whatever wcdo, if worthy^ of it; and 
no employment demands more • fcrioife ' 
attention than reading. / ' 

Tbling females, who from preferetice 
read only frivolous books, have certainly 
but a^finall.portion of mind i they read only 
to efcape from that we^ifoaic langour which 
the barrennefs of their own- ideas ^caufcs; 
neither to underftand, . to think, nor to re^ 
flcft. is merely tg ycgct;»te : cnc rriajvefi- 
cape from this ftate fo mortally inGpid, by 
efforts of application, by reading with ex- 
treme attention works of merrt> the reading 
of which, when wcll^digefted^and maturely 
reflcftcd. upon,, will enlarge the miftd and 
form the judgment j but indolence and 
fdlenefe make us prefer that kind of reading 
which neither invites nor merits any atten* 
tion. The fame want of difcefrnment fhewn 
in the feleftion of books, will alfo guide 
young people of this'dcfcnption in the choice 
of their focieties, converfations,. and pub- 
lic amufcmerits. They read that they may 
efcape from themfeives y they like vifits, and 
go to .the theatres for the fame reafon j and 
in fuch a train of life they will for ever re- 
y 4 m^ia 
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main children^ and children /// edu^tedy 
HJifcrably Ipoiled. 

£ut what jirc thofe works of merit whicK 
I woiM j-ecommcnd ? it is La Bruyere the 
Great himfclf, who willanfwcr this qucftion^ 
forget not his reply. .• 

•• When/' fays he, •* a book cjey^?^ 
^ the mind, iofpires noble ,^!rf' virtvpus 
•' pntimcpte,/«k -5 Qther tell to judjsp 
'• of uic work 5 it is ^opd,. and cxecjitcd 
-*« by the hand of a wdrkmap*/' 

Iris tccoimted^$alTat«?ie«B^ 
Aat .a3con:vctriGipn, after , hearing ,a.hook 
df amuTcmcnt read, 'dep:)5ndtd fcriouflji 
♦* What does aU Jhu frove ?" ihe qwftion 
however contained a very rationale and verjc 
juft criticifm if in,cffcft tHe book />r^Xi^/i 
aotbirig- A Book is truly eftknabk onl]^ 
when it has a moral aim/ and w>hen all ita 
different parts, at leaft the greater feare of 
them, tend .to the iatiip point. Any l>ook 
which difcovers not feotiments calculated to- 
fupport and ftrcngthen virtue, .or which? 
bfiej^ no ufbful ideas, is, but a frivolous work* 
which nuerits not ay^^»ipcru^, whatever 
\i>c its chjarms of ftylc. 

WJbea 

• Charaflcrs by La Brayere,, chapter the firft. 
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When we anc very fure/or perTuade 
ourfelves that we are To, that fuch or fuch 
a thing MfiH pipoGure m a go€M fjleafurei 
-no price is too high for the puirhafe of this 
tdefired good ; even fhifGcal Xuf^^g^ ane 
borne with pattenoe, howe^ier fevere or long 
protra^d* 

Tfiws have we feen females^ before 

perakes or Grecian habits bexiafDe the 

'feftuon, tit two 'or thpee hours :a day fob- 

tnittar^ to the tortureiof having their ii^r' 

£'izzed> torn><aad dragged in all (&ieAiQi35i 

thus have we ieen them bear, .witboitt. 

'feeming to feel it, the puntSitnent of AifF 

whislebone'Aays very tight lanced, and dariae 

gaily under (his unbeviding arfpqur, ffith 

fhoes ridiculoufly imaU> omacnecited with 

heeb very (fender, and of .a prodigiPW5- 

btight; a^ AiflTering befides aU this, ^he 

4nfupp(Mtab]e 'incdnvenience 5>f ;an .enor* 

* mous hoop, and dragging afeer tbem j&paijis 

ewo or three yards in length. Thus we 

'fee them at this day, «even in climaBrs 

'^ozen by the north, voiuntacily eodur^ 

the keened ^rigours which cold can inS&&9 

'that they niay ^enjoy 4hc filicAy of rfp- 

. Ambling, ^at leaft in their cofiiiniey ^bc 

Grecian 
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Grecian flatues with chctr tranlparent tdra- 
•pery. ; ^ , 

We're youflg peopk weli convinced that - 
the cultivation of the mind could procu^ 
them exquifite and kfting pJeafures, ftudy- 
would no longer wear a difgufting afped. 
The proof of this aflcrtion is, that thofe 
who have* this' convidtioft appjy themfclves 
with perfevcrance, and even with delight, 
to branches of inftruftion in thettifelves of 
the dryeft nature;.. as for example, the 
elements of arithmetic, and the ftudy ©f 
gpammar. 

What perfuades people of Htde reflec- 
tion that h^ppinefe is only to be found ici 
the empty diilipatbn of the greit world 16, 
that they fee only the exterior, and that in 
general how deceitful, of the triflcrs arid 
coquettes who form the greater part of die 
mafs. They fee them often aflume the 
appearance of the moft rapturous felicity -, 
' they hear them inceflantly repeat that the 
bufincfs of life is amOfcm^nt,* that they arc 
amufcd, that all is charmingy: ecftatic^ &c. 
but we muft npt be the dupes of thefc dc- 
monftrations and of this language. When 
©nee entered into the world, it is neceflafry 

to 
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to conform to its quftoips, and to appear 
pleafed with it: Co bnng into company aa 
air of abfence^or chagriais at once impolite, 
and ridiculops. Wc are abfolutely forced^ 
by the laws of fociety, .to feem.to participate, 
inits enjoyments, . and to (hew a mind per- 
feftly difengaged.j. were wc to be fcizcd 
with fudden illnefs in an aflembly, (hould 
any painful .rccollcAions occur, any pathetic 
fccnes obtrude- themfelves on our memoryi 
ihould we. nieet our bittereft .cncmfy . or bo 
aiTailed by. the fhafts of malignity.; . (hould 
one or more of thefe caufes all at once fill 
the foul with anguilb, the(e arc impre(riona 
which muft abfolutely be concealed. • I 
agree that fuch a conftraint muft b>c a tor- 
ment almoft infupportable ; it matters nor, . 
ftill it muft be fubmitted to, and with a good 
-grace, . whatever it may coft j they > muft 
itilllaughj trifie^ and wear an air of content : 
and approbation : it is from this caufe that 
fkilful obfcrvcrs difcover in the great world - 
Ibch frequent infmcere-applaufes, fo mucti ^ 
raflTumcd gsHCty^ fo many forced laughs^ • 

Coquettes and perfons given up to difll- 
pation would in general excite our com.- 
.paSion,. could we fearch into the. reccJQes ' 



it LA BRUYfiR* rnt !£»• 

of tlieir hearts, or view thtmln their ^- 
rhcffic circles •, their apathy, thcffinfiolence, 
their mvmciMe diflike to 'a}} xational and 
Iblid wcupatioft, renders the necefl&ry in* 
tiemiptions to their vilGts -and aftiufcmcnti 
ilifof^pbrtablfe to thfctn. A motneftt of fii- 
fituilici appciris to them ah ajgcf duties the 
tntiR JfWeet to ftilffl, are mthetr eyes only 
wejirifoiric fiibjcSHons; then* /pains, it is 
true, *afe Irot tritriai, but they -fed them 
iritfi ^afi. extreme renfibflity, -and diey^ftiffirr 
h wtjch the more from them a^ thefe 
puerile Chagrins are often -excited ^by caafes 
in thettffeives ^anWful, ai«J that thts defpi- 
table vanity 'nthhJh produces them oWrges 
fhetn^cfftenatthefamfc'titnt to conceal them: 
an *ctitcrramm€nt ^where ithey teve been 
OhavoidaBly aBfent, the fuccefs of •a.-rival, 
fecret jeaSouiGes, pretenfions iii 'founded, 
liope^ i*fiidi prove fallacious, concealed 
idiflikifs, 111 humour -of Whidh rhcy i would 
l^tafti to'own dre mwofdiy caufc, diflJmu- 
lanon atid continual conftramt, araufements 
which %riguc, but which are ftill purfucti 
with avirftty, a pefpccaal ftate of agitation, 
'atideyei- -whhout cadfe, an inconftancy 
"i^hidh' nothing *c&B fee j 'in ftie, a- hidden 

enemy 



tntmy Which" nnilgto in 5dl>, corrupts al] : 
(bdlis the Bcuatian/ibch ;die preiiended'h^p- 
jjlncfs of thofe cmireljr^rrai*! tCh'At gaf 
tvortd/ * . /; ' .''■ ' / 
^ Oht 'how much aire thefe to 43e jritrcfl^ 
when voluntary :mi(erves fiich. as I have de- 
fcribed, and which do not even deferve the 
name of diftreffcs> have aCquirefd fiich ntt- 
portance as to produce all the efrefts of 
the paflions I wheiV foch trivial caufes caa- 
Ciik fhctn in dcje&ion and wrttchcdncfs, 
tan tranfport- thexn into fits of anger and 
Viohrace! how much to be pitied when lill 
the Icrenity of the foul is liable to bedSfturbed 
"by the negligence . or for^tfi^ncfe of a 
. niillineror a mantua makrr! ; 

• What ails you, Mclania t -I perceive you 

liavc bcea weeping ;. a gloomy melancholy 

'has Tprcad kfelf over your features r does 

one 'of your friends labour under Ibme 

mortal difeafe } has your mamma taken^ a 

'journey, and left you at home? has any 

dittrefling event happened tn y0Uf family ? 

—nothing of all this; but the 'pother of 

"Melania infifts on hei* daughter's wearing 

pockets^ and Melania will be no * longer 

dreficd in the falhioni the robe of Me« 

lania 
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hnia.wiU not cling fo clofe to hei* fides ii 
Meknia will have an air lefs Grecian 1 
What an intcrcfting fubjeift of affliaionl: 
Comfort yourfclf, Melania; for with or 
without pockets, you will, never refemble 
the Venus de Mcdicis* 

The happinefs of people of the world is . 
merely an illgfion;.. but nothing 'can be 
more real than that of pcrfons who arc 
really fond of ftudy, o^^litcrature and the 
arts:,, their, plcafures- are ^ot noify, thcic 
habits of life arc fedcntary and retired^ 
their occupations are of the foUtary kind; 
for this reafouy their enjoyments and their . 
felicity do not ftrike the eyes -of the multi- 
tude i for this reafon, the vulgar arc 
unable tp judge of the nature or degree of. 
jtbeir. happinefs. But were the votaries of 
the world to follow them into their retreats.; : 
how much would they envy their fate, were 
they to behold the innocence and tranquillity s 
of their lives, could they know how rapidly, 
how delicioufly time pafles with them, and 
this often in the ipidftof reverfes, in fpitc 
of ,the rigQurs of fortune, of th? injufticc 
of aicnK 
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What might prove to young f eoplcii 
/capable of any reflexion, how, preferable 
the pleaiurcs of ftudy aFC.toihofc of the 
world is, that we every day fee perfons of 
every age and each fex. become d^guftcd 
with the world, and retire from. icj never to 
retiirh ; whilft on the contrary real fcholars 
never renounce ftudy j nor do people of 
ktters or diftinguifhed aftifts ever become 
ciifgvifted with literature or the arta. 

After thefc refle6li6ns^ fo (Irtking^rom 
their truth, children, who naturally poflcfi 
any degree of good fcnfe muft be con- 
vinced, that inftruftion and .information 
are inexhauftible fources of happinels,, and 
of the fweetcft fdieafures ; and were it even 
true^ which is far from being the cafe,, that 
the world offered real enjoyments, the 
nature of thofc enjoyments is pnjy adapted 
to youth i what then muft become of us in 
the decline of life, when/wc of courfe.be- 
come weary of the worlds and overpowered 
with laflitwdc and difguft for its pleafures*? 
it is then tpo late to acquirer a tafte for 
rational occupation ;, habituated to a bng 
courfe of trifling, the mind becomes ab- 
folutely incapable of any degree of appUca- 

ti^a 
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€ion: tojenderftudjrthc dcHght of evcrjr" 
faturc pcaied of our tiws^ tve nnifl: idorate 
^urfehrcs to «ti4]iiiaieriiipted puefiiit:of k 
*ki the catty pait^f ycmth. 

Were t:hildren to wTe fteady afyslicitionr 
from the 2^c of ten or twclw years, at 
^urteen or^f^ecA all the difEculctes of fiudy 
woold be at an end; 

The younger it is attempted, the monf 
it is in our power to acquire ftrong habits oi 
appKcatjon. 

Difiring the age that all the organs have 
-the greateft degree of flexibility, habits of 
. vapplicatioo may be as eafily taken up as 
^ilbofe of siny other kind. 
^ From the time we begin to applyi wc 
^ceafe €o &t\ that laifitude and wearineis • 
>which is the bane both of comfort and im- 
provement. Objects the moft interediog . 
can afford us no pleafure if we dofiot give 
*^m ail our attention ; I have feen people 
-yawn during rfie ««cprefentation.of a tragedy 
«of CorneiUe or Racine, a«d at the operts^ 
of Gluck :* they heard ihem not» How: 
: can you give your attention to ^ book, if 
- you chink of other things aU the »me your 
-^ppeccptor 4S jeadipg aloud iio yon ^ and 
'■ cvc» 



^vcn whik j^u read yQ^i^j ?H K 15 cafy 
ta perceive fay the monotony, or aftcn by 
^hc-^fe infljbjcipii&of yoar voice. 

• .^v .^mciinc WITCH your preceptor "hasr 
piade on a particular paflage in your read- 
iflgrtKat r^aion fo juftaiid fo^ftriking; 
is ipft Mpon you;; tfor ivwt of attetititm; 
jK^li] COQipi)et}efidcd:A<iibing of the paflSgtf 
<0 which tbe eemiijp. or ;tfae reftedtiott 
wfcrs. 

Actifooiuifeis addrefled to^Bothonthe fiilM 
j*£t ^rf" fame of thegrcatcfttncn who cvcf^ 
iacifted,:with :the view of iiftruifting you 
w biAocies the mioft aftomflbing^ 'the moiff 
nianeeUoui ; you. knQv^'only. diat. you h^ve 
heard the nanacs of Cato,. df Titws, t^^ 
Marcus JkorrUus;. or tif Charieniagne, of I 
3t. Lo«i{% of Henry tbe Fourth^. &c. yoti' 
Jieard hothingeUe: of what then Were ybu^ 
t^inicitig?: tf£ yaar p4p^ hi f€y or your fiot 
bull!" At leaft we may-&p.pofe 'this to be 
the cafe;, and what zgt arc you^. twelve 
^rs oki ! f— — ah !: blufli for fikh a puer- 
ility rcorrefb yourfctf of it i|uick)yy or yott 
^ill all your fttture^life be one c^ the moftl 
ignorant, the moft contrafted of beings')^' 
cind Jb much, the \moie contemptible, /es 

nothing 



lass'^ 
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nothing has been ncgleftcd to improve and* 
iflftrudl you. 

It is vcrjr natural at your age to be fond 
of the plays luited to iudZ^ ngc ; ^Cir •T^ 
fiipplicd wichi every thing for that purpofc;.. 
profit by the indulgence :• I would even have 
YQUj while engaged, in thofe .plays> give 
jfoar whole attention to them, it will givc- 
you mQrt addreis and grace in them $ be 
always attentive to what you are abouti 
were it only bittlding' houfe with cards;, 
and you will conftquentty have no abfencea. 
during your leflons and.ftadies*^ You wtlK 
tfj^ll mc that this abfence. of mind is an volun- 
tary : * not atidli for* it dcpcndsrupon your-^ 
ftif to recall? your thoughts aSifoon as you 
&id them, wandering; it depends upon 
jKHirfclf to- Hftea wi^ih attention; in (horc< 
if you h^ve a.ftnccrc wiih to do fo>,^you may 
ip a yiery Ihofttinte^t. the better of t^Q 
bad habit of filly- aiid continual iDattcntion* 
What win you gm by pcrfifting in it? your 
kflbns will always farigud ^x)u to deaths 
B^vcrthclefs they muft.ftiU be conrinMtd-; 
j»u will be reproved, reprimandcd,lhuah'- 
bled, punifhed i yqu will diftrcfc yourteach* 
«£$ .^nd your parents i. you. will make no 
. ... progrels 
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prqgrefs in any ofc&l purfuitj youjvill 
remain in utter ignor^^e^r yotitvilTbecome- 
a fboli^perbaps a coxconib.; for this is. 
generally the confcquencc, where young 
people rejeft iBftrui£Kon> 6r nc^cft their 
lafcnts. 

But in giving application, to ypur leflbns^ 
you will foon oeafc to dbc wearied by them i; 
by d^fecsryoifc. will bcoamc. kiterefted ia 
thems your mind will: be formed ^d em- 
l^rgcdi you will be cited- as one of the 
models far children of your age.; you will 
be encouraged, carefied^ recompcnfed, be* 
lQved« / XoUi wSJrh^ the p-ide of your maC* 
ters,. and. the • happineli of yx^ur parents ; 
you mil betome.an.enligbteneds afblidlj^^ 
virftious mwy a uicfid and efttmable mem'* 
ber pf the community j you will- enjoy red 
and lading pleafures, larvi allrtJie happinefs 
which thiis. florid <Jan beftow, ^ Make the 
«rxperiment i is it not wof th a trial !- make 
good and firm reTol»tions> adhere to. them 
only for fix jawilhs^and 1 dare anfwer* for 
it you, will thank me for teyingrgiycn you 
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CHAP. ill. 

Of .pirfMMl MeriU 



H<AT:istundecfto€x] by f»rfon9l'nm^it is, 
undcrftanding, talents, wit> ir>fomNti<mi 

vvepcsfi^ iiit<)w(clve5, >notdK>fe^uivrtagetf 
wt^ art deiii)gEd:{odIyfi^mti!htnee^'f^^ 
fDoe> wixrdi iaod mdics» AH tiie^wi>rtd 
agrees imaniiiwuDf^ :tbit itiis. wcdic end >h 
4ttmim]B tp tsdct ^cpndoiin fOJSefing a ift^ 

•od swbfE!^) &)fir£a|iaf. obiifiiflie in' a mght t 
«M the .worM agnaesi timnt -lis iMird tt^ 
feel aWanuy iraar the ;mtifi|uity t^f iOtiF «ge» 
Bcalogy 4M'Mtbe ^g^iy^^ofQur "progonkors $ 
certainly tiotbiiog of fHk ^chis depmds 'i}p0n 
0ur<Jifes>;:^«oB. owevt sdl ttattvac^ ch- -the 
caprtceg.^ t>f iMtutva Slit wtetas 4t dien 
tfaatweoMPT cdlifiW o«rn^? iwbarbavt vwe 
that in n^lity bdongs to (Mirfelmfi, 4^d 
whicii iiothing ca^ rav^ frMi iis^ajasf 
not owci rb^ oifi^ ttue^ good, ttt>iLe^en>y.if* 
t«c ! ' that- we muft infaltitty lofi;, if ti»^ 
forfake rdigion, or if. we give ourfclvc«- 
1^ to pride. 

If 



'If tfieHe -eiffted' oh earth arty 'p^omt. 
imtt'Oi .M*i^h we* owfed" tohly^ iocntkW^ 
which we were fijrt Wi fhoiild' always' re- 
tain, which was eftiinthtlfurdful'to d^ers,' 
we' mighe cbiideve a- degree of pjiaii* 
/diWl^iWM a ciilpafcfe'©rie; lUTcfcleVouId 
:bff : ««fefti«Hg ' th<^ ' <:;n^atoi', • tb' whbth' we' 
fl«ilddtt)>«feraflfifii[cfi-glffs, .add t6*wh"6,m we* 
ffttt*l*i ^%i^- aiP'tht • gliyry. ': l^r' rio 'fuctf 
merit ic^f hsi* or evef yilf txlft'j dfjid'has 
o«lmi*' \t f<>'t6 prcfijliHe' i(S -frt«A' ■ pHde; 
Whioh at*iiy»:prcfdticfe'ingra'6i;ddi;: 
! Ic*a«f i«e^ Gdd-'nof ;td"c6hfer oh' us* 
a«y ldva*ft£%te dh' -which' irwSi'ptfflible' t^ 
ibffiid Wahity- rMtftIi arty 'IhadbW'of >^afoA'. ' 

A-blB«fif might to'totich; bUt hoe flitter^ 
us, ' «*«) «6^hSy6-n6t*iit'aify way deferved- 
W- obwte^-it A' -rtftihi^rife ' is"h6h6ur-' 
abkV" b««fai^tft Jjiiriiy jghi«dt6ii{i'c^ii«ot' be' 

. M'«J"G«<d'nn th^'fefefditf 'of ydiiK rtTother' 
dl^«(M-y«*"o^*i4*!n 'fiidSf.a matihef as* 

g»ri«ec!t^^-cdfttW6flf»^ fi!l Vtflfe"fharc*of 
ort«M hSdl^aufc*fl^d lHfe^ift{ri(aidh TrdA" 
Ktfh'? ' yd#^ "a^rfti tto it* ls^'4 "pf bof bf %Ilif 
t«43«Viih''6P-a'-hariaftyd*'^6'; bceaufei- 

fey 
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iajr .you, ,i>cfi(X€& the , fmvohu3- nature • oi 
■ beautyr/ we. Mve pot made our ^v^nfotins^ 
Iiave\yc.ther> made our ixiitidsi 

You Have a depth of knowledge, «xteii- 
five' information i have you this by intui- 
tion ?; do you not owe it pacdy to the care 
of your4>ai:en]^, to^maftcrs andkiftmaors f' 
gatriy to the. people with whom you hav6' 
lived, andtp a certain^concurren^e of dr- 
cumflanccs, calculated todevelopc the ideas 
and txAzjgctht. mind? had fate Oondcnan- 
ed you tp t^^jy -fl^c» :^11 thfe day^ or to 
labour the gropnd'withoot relaxation^ coidd 
yqu harve acquirc(^ all this erudition? or 
Mcven, born in your prefcut Tank, had your 
parents from' want of aflPedVion negledted 
your education, Jiad they giveq you tl;)C 
cxampleof vice or friv^ous dil^pation, and 
then thrown, inio the world jWithout guide, 
-and "without principles^ you had been drawci 
ipto all thofe errors which ignorance and 
indolence produce, what acc6mpli(hments, 
what information could you have attained? 
. Defpifc hot the;i the honeft citizen* who 
appears little better than a britte in your 
eyes i he was bofn; periiaps wit^ as much 
memory, as much inielligcnce as you j he 

makes 



Ul BUUYIRE THE LBSS« tg 

^akes boots and fhoes perfedly weU ; you 
3cn0w aocicnt and modem hiftory as per- 
fcftly : ^you .hate bdth' equally profited by 
the differeat educations which have beeo 
^ven you. 

Dcfpife not even the tmfortunate youth 

ivithout fiu>Fa^ and without virtuci if he 

lias bttn all educated : to furpaf^ you ia 

every thing, pcrhaj)s, be wanted only a 

tenidcrand virtuous father, or a real friend. 

The refiilt of thefe reHeftions is, that ic 

is ia efie<% the height of abfurdity and folly 

to be. proud of birrii or* fortuae which we 

owe to our fore&thers ; and that ij: is no 

lefs ridiculous to be vain of ferfonal merit, 

A perfon capable of refleftion, who poC- 

feflesnioderation and good fcnfe, who is 

^ thoroughly well inftrmcdand perfeftly ra- 

tionaU will ever be mpdeft. For pride 

is compofed of folly, blindnefs, injuftice^ 

,4UQd ingratitude. 
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0/ It file -Girls, - 

iNb'EtfiiJt/ cinlji; iribfe aniiaBfe t^kii « 
Itttks'gSrf !«vlibi is^ gcnfW; dtorflci Irigenuous; 
feeling, g^tefiU, and-nJoBcdly rdfef vcdr 
. Ijuty; B-€%ht yim oi* agi j (life is not 
pttitif, iiif 'fficlMts% ttiai^ g'riiiis; ' thit'her 
^gori i# gbiJcfiilijPatfrifmcd'^Sy Wai borii 
-wttfcf bura: cno^ite W^c^'eKl^r' of '«^- 
fitorjtpi^ a^ti*-<^Hi?in6n-; yttn6\'^lMio&n^ 
tfirsi'>'iQie'fcr|Md& rridft diitikh of 'he/ age 
to atc6tti|)ltfHriicntsr knff irifclrfiianoii.' She" 
4airal«fray5''h5d*a^cbrH!&rdcfji'e"to|)Jca^^^ 
a«li«t<i-rtfifiep"'iKfffa^:agr^ea^lc/= to thbfc 
mti^^ota {tiB-\Wcs'\ 'tm •icnttiiieflt' hai 
^thfnbtfrttw6Xqtaiitfe;-''»AM'ifiM^'ii^ 
to fuccccd in e*«ciy thing ihe'tihafeitaktV, 
namely, docility and appKcatibn. Lucy 
Jias fo ttiudi gcntkncfs, fhe acknowledges 
her feidts with fo much candour and re- 
gret, ihe has fo much fincerity that it is 
impofljble to chide her,- but fo 6r from 
abufin^ tbc indulgence and goodncfi that 

. is 
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1^ (hewn her, it is witb her only a further 
motive for her propriety of conduct, and 
for exerting all her care to correal hct 
faults. She will have a great deal of ra- 
tionality and of wit, becaufe fhc loves to 
feek good advice; (he accuftoms herfclf 
to refledHon j (he can be filent, and liften 
with attention to the convcrfation of ra- 
tional and irigenious people. The friends 
of her mother engage a great deal of her 
attention ; but (he is, without being timid, 
always refervcd, never importunate inlhew- 
ing that attention: to complete her cha- 
racter, Lucy is never feen a (ingle in(knt 
idle 5 (he is already charged with a num- 
ber of little cares relative to domeftic man- 
agement, of which (he acquits herfdfwith 
great regularity, pre'cifion, and economy; 
and all who know her pronounce with one 
accord, Happy will, the hufband be who 
obtains the hand of Lucy ] happy the femily 
who (hall adopt fuch a child ! 

I am forry not to be able to fay fo much 
ia praifc of her coufm ; but I am equally in- 
capable of flattering and of overcharging my 
portraits J I j)aint faithfully what I behold. 
(? Hortcnfia 
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Hortenfia is as miferable as a child pf 
her ^ge can be. The leaft contradiftion 
irritates, grieves, and puts her out of tem- 
per 5 fhe is almofl: conftantly difcontented 
or chagrined at fomething. What uninter- 
rupted wretchedners tnuftfhc not be a prey 
to ! If any fittle attention to heri omitted ^ 
if her new bonnei^ or new robe js unno- 
ticed i if apropofed party of pleafuric does 
not take place j if fhe does not dance as 
.much as (he had expeifted at a ball, or is 
not aiked by a great number, and of the 
befl: dancers J if her partner does not con- 
tend for the beft place for her ; if fhe per- 
ceives that any of her little companions 
are reckoned handfomer or more agreeable 
than fhe; and above all if her robemaker 
or millcner has failed in punftuality, what 
bitter and violent agitations does it not oc- 
cafionl what inquietudes, what impatience, 
what emotions of grief and anger ! , Add 
to an this, the infupportable fatigue which 
her leflbns caufe her; applying to nothing, 
making nopcogrefs inany thing, it is almolt 
death to her to attend for an inftanti and 
the only fruit (he reaps from thofe lefTons 
ig a Wdaqhc, ill humour, and habits of 

impertinence 



.impcrtln^pqe <o hgr fliftftcrs, whom dOic^ 

I^or^efifia h^s ^ih^t JiUy .vanitp ^ivhich ren- 
ders .hier intUpp.(j>«sil)lc (tp jQthers, iis woll 
Its tp ^^fcifi^p ^pc^ls to be 4:hc only 
Jpcrfpn ^ipii^jj ji? iCQmpftiiy^ -and Jicvcr 
w^e^^rs pn-^ir of ,g^et^ buc ivhcn fl\e finds 
;^l;lpokf f^i^ }4U At^fitiom: fixed od herielf. 
To pleafc her;p^^t«§, fhe is continually 
yr^jfed ^pd^^tt^j-j?^.; :but:w^re cj^fery one 
?k9 ftve;|}i€*rf ^1 pftyiiom, fl>e .wopkd /be tmi- 
vet^y )p«)npjjf^5:«d tfouMtfome, dc^cu- 

J.OW, f?«l iiiragiiei^c. ;Hd«:w(» is paf-, 
:fifm^]y |i?«d pf ^^5efe:%irfl d.<fQaats a1- 
.re^dy ^ fhc ^fbi^ns; fl3<J idefpifee thofc 
iitdcgir^siwho ff^.dfcflfed iwith fiinplicky, 
• . andejwrifis (thpf(?.whQfepr«iaaeocs ihcihinl^s 
,ktt mprcioleg^ntly ^f|^r\ged th^n her own : 
0>p A^.^fl iftviafi^Weia^^ltPo.to the fmaJl 
,t^^ai{]|cr diftlBgtfiSifTci'by rbriUknt ,talents br 
if»:raor^lin^ry k^my » the only kind 4»f 
.iypeiiprjcy ^ feif b does npt excke her jea- 
,iou^, jp t^t p^ ,vktiic.eftd goodntc;6. 

,Hqft;en(ia iwpuJd .^ot ihave her* young 

^iincjs outiQii^e )her in d/efe or figure, yet 

flhe w(bc? t^em toljc Yalhionabie in their 

appearance : for the world flic woul-i Aiat 

C2 Cu{}:.--:i 
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conneft hcrfelf with a little girl who had too 
long a waift, who wore pockets, or who 
tied. her fafh with aJ^ad grace. She would 
-alfo defire that the parents of all her com- 
panions ihoald he rich 5 that they fhouM 
have fine houfes fumptuoufly furmfhed: 
and Jfympathy aiways fpeaks more ftrongly 
,taher in favour of thofe little girls whofe 
^mothers give children*s balls. 

Hbrtenfia, whofe taftcs are ^eady sgl 
- depraved, hates the country and all its in- 
nocent pleafures-. the world, itscirdesa^j 
its noife, are really become-neceflary to het*. 
Already has (he loft the charming /r^lhnefs 
>of h«rage, but r^arg-^ has feppKed its place: 
, herlicalth declines; before twenty her com- 
. plexion will have affumcd a fallow hue:: 
very well, flie will then put on white. Her 
drfpofitions and her manner ^ lif<f, even at 
>chis early age, have caft a fetal blight on her 
.charafter-: who will in future have the teme- 
rity to efpoufe her? no man of fenfe or 
delicacy/ I am well afliireds but there arc 
.fo mar^y fools and coxcombs who marry ! 
fuch will be the choice of -Horcenfia, and 
it.muft bcconft|ied tl^e alliancfe will.be wfU 
aflbrted. 

fTJMS 



LA-BRUYERE THE LESS. 29 

This portrait of a fpoiled child (nearly 
a:pproaching^ to vice) perfcftly refembles 
that of a coquette, of whatever age fhc may 
he i in charadte-r t4iefe two perfonages bear 
the moft ftrikkig fimilitude, from folly,, 
capricCr and puerility. \ 

One of the things which contributes moft 
td the unhappinefs of coquctte«^nd cox- 
cpfnbs isy that they arc perpetually deceived 
m their hopes 5 as they defire only an ima- 
ginary good, they muft of courfe fornT 
vain phantoms and falfe images, which 
reality always^ deftroys. They perfuadc 
thcmfelves that at fuch an entertainment, 
or 9m/uch an occafaon, their triumph will 
be complete j that it wili dazzle all eyesy 
and tliat.they (hall experience a joy the 
moft cxquifitc and unmixed : nothing of 
all this happens i the triumphs of fclf love 
always falls fhort of expcftation -, pjide js 
iofatiable;. it promifcs itfdf all, that is to 
fay impofTibilities f and if the Icaft fuffrage 
is wanting to its fucccfs, it isdifcontcnted^ 
what then .becomes of it when it is abfo- 
lutely. deceived in its hopes? and this fo 
frequently happens. ^ 

03 1 have 



I \mt ftl<h Ck\66 r^dy 6^ (tt 6ot fbt^ 
bsll conOftn^itte bcn^fetf at tHe ghfs, ^nid 
net veiMiafttfgf m'|)Mife htt 6mi figure id 
dirafi mad^j ftQrvrtib arf aii^ of ct)Mpk« 
cencjr, IMieW ^k d^eji taitlat^aST a- 
ientioru The ctcfe Td i^aaity VkfaSelcg^it' 
al)d esfpenfli^ey ^nd Chlcfe departed klAill 
coDfidence of ber a|yf)rti^^Qg ft<)uffifph i; 
bot with wh«e.ai toiifitiuY^ ^hAi rdxstdmi' 
^d fite revonti ^ft;<(I^ Kad ^^ffrtgk e)r« 
bten dutfted t^Mi this e'tklriiMi% dkd^v 
ail w<rre engaged' iri adtijiriAg t!^ie yoiirtgf 
Amcfirywha only W6re * (itHpkf I'obc 6f 
lawn ^ bw Amelitt mrdyflieiiri htffeif id 
jiul^ic, and wtaett' ftWis ,{3tft^pl« art iieve^ 
tired of lookmg afd aftd adtniriBg thd gtacd^ 
of her figure atid H^if atr^ at oti^c modieft 
ind noble. PdW Ghlofe t what * melan- 
choly entcnalfttttettg fo? yoik i and ^oti aiv 
obliged to GOAcMyBur deFpteaMe chagrirr, 
bat \t burfl;^ forth: \w fpitS of yomi it «♦ 
^cn ii> you# ill hurtbiir, in yotir dejeftc'd' 
and abftnc air, b th<* Rttle crititifms* #fiicll' 
have cfcaped y^u dn th\i dhatmih* Ai^eliav 
T^at which aboVe: rfl ekafpeTates yoir, i« 
the praifcs which are bcftoWcil ort tfief tie-- 
gant fimpUcity of Amelia's drcfs. It con- 
fided 
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fiftcif of a. robe vciy fine, it is. true, and o£ , 
a da22ling' whitene^s^ but plain, not made ^ 
in any uncommon form, and marking the 
Ihape with modcflyj. a 6(h of white ri- 
band> without fpangles \\ and her head with 
no otfter ornament than the fineft hair in the 
worH, curled and arranged with grace.— 
Tfet the parents of Amefia are rich ; they 
adore their daughter^ and rcfufe her no* 
thing chat (he can defire j but it is known 
that tWs modefty of apparel is Amclia'a 
own choice j that fhc. has never drcfled 
more magnificently j flic thinks, it is, 
addedj that though it is ridiculous to dre& 
in an awkward manner, it is (hameful to 
go to great expcnce for the toilette* 
Amelia has neither jewels, nor fplendid 
robes ; but Amelia is charitable and bene- 
volent.— —Oh,, unfortunate. Chloe ! what 
are your thoughts, what are your fenlacions. 
whilft this ilog€ is founding in your ears I 
O how heavy at that moment feemcd youjr 
bandeau, your necklace, your girdle of . 
precious ftones fet as antiques, and your 
robe fo cxquifitely elegant 1 that robe, the 
objeft of your fondeft hopes, foi:' the laft 
©ight.day-sl 

G 4 B^r> 
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But, it mav be faid, that vanity an3 
coquetry produce at kail pleaGng hopes, 
and that as long as thefc illufions laft, they 
beftow happinefs. By no means. Thefc 
futile hopes are ever ac(iompanied with 
fears, doubts, and anxieties, which render 
them rtaJ torments. The millener may 
have ill executed the idea which has beciv 
given lier; the mantua- maker has a great 
deal of work in hand, and may have failed 
in pundhraUty i the head drefe may not 
have been fcnt home in time, &c. what 
perturbations \ what melancholy apprchen- 
fions left the robe, the hat, or the flowers 
Ihould not be brought home in time I— 
how many flteplefs nights have fuch weighty 
eonfiderations caufed I 

Another evil which attends^ them is, that 
when a thing is paffionatcly defired, no 
other pleafure can be taftcd ;. timie Ceems to 
move with the mod tedious pace ; the days, 
. the hours, the moments, arc reckoned ; 
langour and laflitude fucceed j they fcarccly 
cxift, or exift in mifery. 

There are no antidi^atJons agreeable but 
thofe of pleafures innocent and pure : thcfe 
are de fired without eagerhefs, expcdted 

* without 



without agitatioD, c^yoyed. wiilv delight, 
and leave bchindthem the fwcctcft recol* 
leftions* 

The fuprcmc goodnds of God h^ 
placed ouF happinefs^in our own bands : k 
depends 'upon our ciipofitions a^ habits^^ 
and as it is always* pofTible for us to correA 
'our crrrors, confequendy we have it in our^ 
power to become happy. I know there 
may be real forrows which : we muft feeU 
be our o^inds ever fo well rc^l^cd : fuch 
asj the jrfiyfical fufFcrings of ourfelves or 
friends^ or the: lofs of objcfts • dcfervedly . 
dear to us -, but in general thefe forrows 
are neither frequent nor common ; they ^ 
may be foftened, and even conquered by 
religion ; and they only form fome gloomy 
and thinly: fcattered epochas in our lives: 
whilft the miferies caufcd by our own errors 
aie daily and perpetually renewed ; and are 
fo much the more cruel, as we have neither 
the right to complain of^ nor the confok- - 
lion to be pitied for them. 

What is: there warning to render JuTia 

perfefUy happy s fhe is bleft with amiable 

and tender parents, whofe fortune isamj^, 

^Ot have a fine park, and beautiful gar- 

05 dcnsi 
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denj : JuB» fKHie008 » greiit flitrtf •! 

fpnghdtnefity aad* an e^delieM beort; ite 

is neither vain> envious, nor indocile j i*> 

Kftle: girl df nide yesm old eaff havff filore 

inceliigeHoey of fliew greatei' dMpdficicbis 

to lelirft> Julia hoircver iS' not happjf-i- 

tiit r^ai^ is> (he id capricioits and tn^of»- 

ftanCi this Hohf Qit wtli be aH warmth and 

fondnefs thd next frbzeir as itev Steadjr 

and tinchafigefible in her affei^ions^ in her 

tadies- ihe is 6c&le in the extrecxie ; wi^lt 

pleafed her tb exccfe yeftet-daif^ to-da|jr »p- 

fleers ({^e infipid co hef ; in flaoriy ihe is 

govcTlicd: by whim.- She ^aflfes one hdif 

of her tif^ in enihufiarfin^ a^ tk^ gri^^fk ' 

aftlvfty, the other art apathy and indolence. 

Thid tnequaiilf > thi^ farit Q>f oh«rH3?e^ of 

couffe i^rardft her pi^ogref^ arid h ^liiCie 

hut&fttl . to- tbc cliki>atto>i* of hi?r tkund Md 

to her bfcppifiefe^ fhc is* often* diftoncc^Cid 

wkh herfclf'**«a real misfortune t6*tAic:& bofn 

^it)h good difp6fitioDfr : bot at bier ^gn^Xt 

is eafy to cbrre6fc thefo ^#ong.pr«^liftrkfc 

"W^re Jufcir to employ h«# nattirtfr ^ood 

Idnfe in reafolHlig andi^fk£biM^ iHr W6tdd 

fiion bd fenfiy^ €)f aU'thebsKi cotifeijUeMies 

which tnuft riAik fi^m* this turn ^ t§iM f 
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fhc troiild form, tbe rcfcdudon of attaching 
herfclf to cfrnploymcnts worthy of her real 
chara£ker $ S^ would determine to purfue 
them with unremitting applicarionj in fpite 
of any trifUng dtfgufU (he might at firft 
experience ; fhc^ would make a vow th?it fhc 
would get the better of all her frivolous 
caprices, and ihe would find that each 
virtuous effort macfe^ for this porpofe, fstr^ 
from bemg a painfiil facrifice, would be a 
joyfid vi^oryj for which (he woiAd applaud 
herielf : in a word, (he would make it aii' 
invariable rule never to admire or diflike 
without reSedtion and examination; to^ 
ftlpcnd all her judgments, whether of blame ^ 
or appjobatiioo, tiH mactGrrely weighed ;-• 
and OKHild any new obje6t of attachment 
prefent itfelf, however rational or folid,* 
to yield to k only by degrees and with 
rfiodcration, and not to thfe exdufion of 
other objeds or of any /Uleful purfuits 
which (he has been taught to oalcivace, - 
Julia wiU then make a rapid and furpriting 
progrcfs in every charming attainmentr. 
iht will be efti(aable> admarable^ and truly ^ 
hapfy. 
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Without rcgukrity, method, and perfe- 
vcrance, with all the talents, all the quick* 
nefs of perception in the world, you wiU 
. never rife above mediocrity, never arrive 
at any thing praife- worthy, never fuccccd 
in* any thing defirable. 

. Good fenfe, happy drfpofitions, and 
natural talents, are much lefs rare than a 
' fteady perfcvcrance. This quality befpeaks 
an elevated axnl noble mind. Conftancy 
is the necefl&ry and infcparable cbmpanion 
of vh-tuej inconftancy, one of the attributes 
of vice J ever wandering in its purfuits^ - 
ever perplexed v whether deceiving or dc- 
ccivcd, vice is inceffantly changing ; ever 
ftraying from one falfc pleafure to another,, 
it paffcs by turns from illufjon to ^lilguft,. 
from vain dcfircs to faticty. 

Though we fliould have no other quality 
in common with people of depraved 
minds, yet fliallwc refcmblc them in many 
points, if we are continually changing our 
opinions, taftes, connexions, and manner of 
life. 

J.J. Rouflcau has laid, that giddy children 
never turn put men beyond mcdiocrLry^ 
this is» I think, a judgment much too 

fcycre s 
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fevcrc 5 for g'rddincfs is a feult very natural 
to thrfr age, and which it is cafy to corkcft 
where there is good fetife and docility : but 
there is a fault of much more evil prefage^ 
and that is, excelTive volubility; I have 
never yet fcen a very talkative child become 
z perfon of foHd fcnfe. To have the mania- 
of talking inccflantly is a certain means of 
* littering a great deal of nonfenle j becauie 
we do not take time to r^jfleft- (m what wc 
are about to fay. Never to liften, or to 
lifteti with inattention, or an impatience 
which the define of fpeaking in turn infpircs, 
is to 4ofe one of the fureft means of inftruc- 
tion and improvement. Thus this rage 
for fpeaking contiiuaUy proves not only 
that a chiW has no fcnfe, but if not cor- 
rcAed in time, it will indubitably prevent 
^ his acquiring any, that is, it will put a ftop 
to the extending and perfcfting the noble 
gift of rcafon. 

Rofalind has juft entered into her twelfth 
year 5 (he gives the promife of many excel- 
lent qualities, and a great deal of intelli- 
gence j Ihe poflefles every thing that can 
make her amiable ; but her eternal babble 
renders her often infupportablc to thofe by 

whom 
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whom fhe is moft beloved ; ju^ge then of • 
the effefl:. it muft have on people who arc 
uninterefted about her ! (he afl^ a hundred < 
queftions in a quarter of an hour, but never ^ 
flops to liften. to the anfwers; ihe enters ^ 
into long ftories, crowded with minute cir* 
Gimiftancesi, ihe tells tl^m without fpirit 
and* without grace^ becaufe fhe tells them^ 
only forx the fake of talking ; ihe fpeaks « 
quick, and often umntcUigibly fb, in order, . 
not that fhe may exprefs more matter, but. 
that (he may. pronounce ' more words j fiie , 
refembles thofe bad extempore rhimers*,\ 
whofe fole taknt confifts in fpeaking wichouc- 
interruption,, and in never being at a lofs. 
for words. Perpetually talking^ and never, 
giving hcfielf time to refledt, . fhe i& always- 
faying fometbing mafplaced and ridiculous ^^ 
flie ufes repetitions without perceiving it |i. 
and gets entangted ia abfurditiesof wi^h^ 
fhe is unconfcious^ fhe wearies her auditora^<^^ 
to death while Ibc fuppoles flie is aoiufing. 

• hnptwifateursy here rendered extern poreirhU 
ifters, are peopie who engiage to fpeak for a tong 
dtfte fog^th^r irit ^'tfe, wkhoat thinklhg bfefoft*'- 
)iaiid what they ffaall iky. A fobjed^ is £iv«m^ 
them, and-they fpeak on that fufeje(5lonlly as l<Hig 
a^ they ;ir€ required i generally much longerr 

thenn. 
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thelRV Md fofHetiifies: meeta wUh rather 
rough iMerftsptionsi th«fi} (he looks upoB 
j» {!>Iea&ntmsi kilghfr at the jefl^ and (:(hi>«* 
tmnes t6 talk* Frdm all the blunders (he 
tfditimks> andihe rebud^ (he . meets wich> 
jScople who do not know her conclude that 
&t is as deficient in underftaitdkg a^ ihe i^ 
drbibme ih converrac4of>: thteis hf no n^eaDe. 
Ac cafe f (he has natui-al good fcnle» but 
flic degraded it, and rtiuft m time totally tofe 
k if flte- docs not quickly corrcdt a. fault wit 
only prejuditfial in 'nftlff> but ^hich Ic^ds* tb- 
0thcfs much mof<? ferkius inf th^ir coiifo- 
qtJenees'i o» a riw)uf*nd 6ccafions k givt»' 
a» air of rflalignicy whc^e it does noc 
exift.j p^roduc^fr^ffiping, which ncceflarily 
feacfc tod€ti-a<Sfion,. a?nd in the end to depra- 
vity J befidei nil this, it deprives a young: 
yerfonof that dignified exterior, that wkli- 
dwwing raiodcftyi fbr which n^ other grace 
can oofh|)«n&t)e. 

Betfey, ^ho is the iarae age of Rofalind, 
is R& babtJler, but (be is' a te>4g-, and pituJes 
herfelf on being, fo; in my opinion a moft 
filly and . diarilgerout charaAer for a ^hiM. 
?etfcy imagines that nothing di%fays mdpe 
Ijrttce, nor produces more plcalantry, than 

to 
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to torment every body about her with a 
thbufand impertinencies committed on purw 
pofe to thwart and provoke them $ and that 
to fliew a great deal of malice befpeaks an < 
infinity of wit. Etees flic fee any one fidl> 
(he laughs aloud; afk from her any little 
piece of fervieeyflie promifcs it, only with. 
t|je mtention of plying a trick s beg of her 
to do one thing, fhe will do another the « 
direft contrary : infift on her being a little • 
ferious and fiicnty fhe burfts into fits of* 
laughter, and makes^the moft hideous up«- " 
roan Her little fifter Nancy feconds her 
to the beft of her power in alLber witty 
exploits ; Nancy-being only feven years old 
cannot be fuppofcd capable of giving variety 
to her waggeries t hitherto (he has confined 
.herfclf te hiding behind a folding door, to • 
ftrike at any one who goes in or^ out, of to 
catch and drag them by the cloathes which 
fhe often tears j fhe can alfo kick at her 
little companions under-a table, or pinch 
them at a moment when they Icaft expeft 
it : this is all Ihe can at prcfcnt accomplifli, 
but time,, and the example of her JSflicr will 
do the reft., 

The 
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The names of wag and bug bear flatter 
Bctfcy infinite^ ;: (he takes thefe epithets 
for praifts j and has m> idea that when fhe 
isfpokcn of when her parents arc not pre-- 
fent, fbe is called odiou?, and even wicked: 

Generally little girls who are wagSy grow 
up with pretentions to the charafter of 
wits* J that is to If y, they become caprici- 
ous and overbearing, for this is the con- 
fcqoencc of the falfc idea which people void' 
of fenfcand rcfitftion annex to this word; . 
With this ridiculous perfiiafibn they are by- 
fyflem rude, fatyrical, fantaftic, fiipercilU 
ous, whimfical, and all with the vain hope- 
of appearing Superiorly charming. 

It is an aftdniihihg abfurdicy to defife 
to gain all hearts and turn all heads^ and to^ 
fuppofc that die bed means to fucceed in 

* It requ ires genius, grace, and a fort of origin* 
ality in thic ideas to become what is called a ptr/en 
ofwh. La BruyerCf of all the authors .1 know, 
po>{le0es the gieateft fhareof wttj he is alfo the 
moft judicious, and mod thoroughly rational ji ac 
the fame time his enchanting book abounds withv 
traits of fentitnent. 

People who confound every thing imagine they, 
poffefs wit when they are faftidious and capricious : 
this d^fimtion is a$ ridiculous as erroneous. 

this 
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tills is to vex and contradi£t> to torment^ 
and be impertinent. Zclia has ideas morc- 
jgft i fhe is fcnfible that in: focicty to eafurc - 
real and lading, approbacionj it U neceilary 
for a young perfon to be good nlatured>. * 
mild, obliging, and civile, Ihe always pre- 
ferves the farae temper^ the (amc tone, the 
fame manners; and it would beapky (he- 
&ouId change them> as fke mulb ooly lu& 
by doin^fb. Her amiable dilpa(ieioa makes- 
Flier take part iriKaHtbe joysof others^ ». 
her good heart makes her a fhareria aU 
their pains^^. Ihc eonfoles-. the afflicted, l>y. 
fympathizingfxncerely witK them ; flie adds^ 
to the agrifeabienefe of a party of pleafurc, • • 
by entering into all the amufecXieirts* of. the 
fbciety which, compofc it. Her genclc 
gaiety, her natural politentfs> her perfedl. 
equality of tamper, renders her the moft 
charmhjg of fitrfc girlij only feeing her 
occafionaHy fhe pleafes atid inrerefts uaivcr- 
faUy> but ibe is adored by thofe with tvhom<- 
ihe lives>. ^dwfao know her beft*. 

Of all the little girls I have ever met 
![yifh,. fhe who appeared to me the mo^ 
completely ridiculous was the young Axtikkhy 
wteo^^whcii I. left hv native country, had- 

attained.^ 



attfamcd her thirteicritb yc^r, Amink was' 
then beautiful as- an angel^ andfher parents, 
wcfe highly diftinguiflied by their birth, 
rairtk, and fdrtune. Aminta praifed, flat- 
tered, idolized, hid adquifcd ^ intolera- 
ble degree of tantty. Whether ydu favi^ 
h*6flly fora tWdfhenti or ftodied hcY cha- 
ratfter' for crttifc months, you could difc^ov^ef 
but two points m it j rtie htgheft opfrtiba 
of herfelf, ^d ttioft fbvereigrt cdnfert^C 
for otTrcrs: thbugh irttOxrcrated with the 
confciotifnfefs? 6f her cliaiTiis, /He eeuld ndC 
preeifrfy be prbnduncerfi cdcjoette; flie; 
had no dcfire to ptc^Cty becatift flie bcfieved^ 
(tie was certain of bearing iway the palm 
frdm all cdrtipcritots. She dreffed, to dif- 
play herriehes and m^gnificende, not co^ 
adorn herfelf J for ihe s^^s convinced that, 
nothmg cduld add td her charms. $h« 
received Drith indifference the moft extravar 
ganc pratfcs, not looking upon rhem either 
a& flatteries or exaggeratidris : {tic believed. 
herfcU fd foperidr to the reft of the human 
race; that heitherapplaufes nor cenfures could 
gratify^ordflfetidher. Ndthingcduld bemt)fe 
perfed:ly beatitifbl than her face, frdm the 
btiiiiancy of eontplexidrt, delicacy^ and re- 
gularity 
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gularity of features ; yet no face (6 fine has^- 
ever- been fo little admired., owing to the- 
odious exppeflion of pride and baughtlnefs- 
which her countenance conftantly worc.-^ 
Often wheaout of the circle of her intimate -_ 
fociety, people have endeavoured ta make 
bcr fed how very, impertiment and ridicu- 
lous they thought her.; . often has fhe found, 
hertelf negleftf d, . and heard herfelf the-.- , 
ilibj^dt of the fevered criticifmsj but thefc 
proofs of diilike excited neither furprife^r 
nor chagrin i-ihe attributed them, to en vy^^ 
and contented herfelf with fhrugging wp her . 
flioulders, and finiling difdainfully. Her po- 
litcnefs had in.it always foraething^.cQld.aod;. 
repulfiycy and fhe meant itihould be foj ibc- 
would not have denied to pradtile the forms, 
prefcribed by etiquette, only ^s a means to. 
keep the vulgar ^t a refpeftful diftancc,.. 
With fuch. dirppfitions it is. no wonder that. 
Aminia was detefledi . m^dcthe-eonftaat. 
objeft of ridicule, .and from being ihunned.' 
by fociety became a.burthen to herfelf^ 

From a traveller whom I.met^with fomc . 
time.fince, . I have learned the fequel of the. 
ftory. of Aminia. Her parents^ from ex; 
tray agance. and. other caufes were, involved. 

ia. 
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^in mn, and withtheir fortune diTappeared 
*that crowd of ^adulators honored with the 

title of /«//w^(f friends: long and feverc 
.indifpofition had robbed' Aminia of that 
rare beauty of which flie was fo vain : thefc 
• conibined drcumftances have led to fcrious 
t fefledioii i -The has attended to the cultiva- 
-tionof Jicr mind, flie is become modeft 

and ratJonal. What thanks does Ihe not 
' owe- to Fortune, who in thus depriving'^her 

of frivdious advantages, has replaced them 

with thofe which are real and Iblid? 

'I flball finifh this litde gallery of pifhircs 
■-in miniature, with the portrait of one of 

-my friends who is only twelve years ofd. 
*Tt will occur to my reader no doubt that 
'^her age is not very fuitable to mines but 
'I have always found fo much candour and 

afFcdtion, and fo much fidcJity in my young 
"^friends'! and have often met with To much 

incoriftancy or treachery in friends of fifty 

^ears 6ld, that Thave determined hencc- 
*~forv\ard to attath myfcif only to youth 

arid iilfancy j to whom betides I have con- 

fecr^tcd To many of the befl: years of njy 
''life, my watchings, hiy cares, and my 

"kbouEs. 

My 
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My amiable wd dcv Tbeodpfi^ . ^ 
pafTed all her life in the coqatjf^ far ft^fk 
great artifts and the manier-pieees of. the 
arts ; fhe has no brilliant ac(^on;^j{bm/eqtp> 
ihe does not fin^, i^prployuppo wy inftw- 
menti fhe danqes oi^y wd^ gs^iety 9Jii 
agility, but .without ^ny fpifqtific jule^j 
4he has never learned to drjw^bsit ;(be h»» 
a natural tefte, wd pj^f^vering patience i 
the is fond of flowery, and thpt^^ ihe ,h^ 
never had any ptbej kflbnstbaa fytnt himts 
from ber friepd?, flxc bas fj*x:pc.(id€«3 ip P^i'tf- 
ing theui in a very pleafipg'^apfter. She 
has, befid^s, Jthe addrcfspf a /airy in eVe?y 
^ing (he does, and whatever cornes fropi 
ter hands bas a (peculiar elegaace> which 
is.alfo obfcrvable in her manner of dreflJog 
berfel^ though npbpdy in the world jj)cn4* 
leis rime at the tjcnletfe xhan (he do^s. 

Th<odpfia hsis a jfoind fb rcuitlvated> .a 
niemory fo -well ftorcd, aqd fo .much good 
fenfewben.it is neceflary (he (hopjd di^jaj 
4t, that in converfing ferioufly wjth hjer, yqu 
abfolutely forget ber age j at the fame time 
fhe never h^ a^ air .of .pedp^ry or fclf- 
fufficiencyi ever ready to be filept an^io 
'Hften, or to mingle in converfation wbenrit 
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is wiihed fhe Ihould take a part io it. She 
has wonchuful information for her age, bc- 

^aufe flie reads a great deal, and is never 
alhaoied to afk an explanation of pallages 
the does not andcrftand, or undcrftands 
but impcrfedly. Ever natural and (incere, 
flie never admires on the word of otherjs. 
if ihe hears an exprcffion praifcd which 13 
beyond her comprehcnfion, fee does npt 
fay, merely to echo the opinion of the reft 

. i)f the compaay, that is charming j ftie re- 
mains filent on the fubjeft till fhe finds her- 
felf alone, with her parents, or with fomc 
friend elder than herfelf, and then afks for 
an explanation of what had puzzled her. 
JMariy young perfons are fo fervile or fo 
HUy as to laugh at or applaud things which 
they do not at all underiland, only becaufe 
they fee others laugh and applaud; this 
Theodofiia is never guilty of, and this alooe 
tnakes her looked up to in fpciety i her 

. Itnile and itpprobation' naturally ftamp a 
vahie where they are beftowed, as it js 
'known that fhe feels every thing ihe cx- 
prefTes. 

Theodofia reads no romances, becaufe 
Ute iias been taught tha^t fuch ftudies only 

tend 
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tend to hurt a mind not pcrfeftly informed. 
She has a finccre wifli for infor'mation and 
to become eftimable, and follows with 
^treme docility the path which her fnends 
have laid outibr her, which will afluredly 
conduft her to the end propofed. Not- 
withftanding that in many points her under* 
"{landing is premature, Ihe poBcflcs all the 
-amiable franknefs of her age; Ihe does 
not imagine herfclf a great fcholar, ,a 
prodigy; flbe is fenfible of the kind indul- 
gence of her parents in giving her a good 
cducation>i and inftead of giving way to 
Tentiments of prefumption and vanity, thb 
cducadon only infpires her with the ten* 
dereft gratitude to them: far from defpifin^ 
.Children's plays, (he finds as much pleafure 
in them at fome times, as (he does in ap- 
plication to her ftudies at others, and her 
little companions are as highly delighted 
with hex converfation and manner of jplay- 
ing^ as her bftruftors are fatisfied with 
her lefTons. 

Hove thus to recapitulate all the ^good 
qualities of Theodofia; it is at the fame 
iime contempladng the adual happinefs 
fv^hich (he at prcfent enjoys, and that which 

, , ihe 
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iftie prepares for hcrfclf* in future; for with 
fuch xjirpofitions fhe cannot hi\ of being 
bappy. . \ 



CHAP. f. 
Of the Heart. 

*^LEFA^EB thoughts proceed from the 
heart \ fo fays the judicious and profound 
Vauvenargues*. 

^. Marmontel has fincc (aid with great 
juftncfs, that wit has never produced better 
than pretty things>x but that all which is 
iruly beautiful proceeds frohi the (buh 

In effcd, wit alone, however fupcrior it 
may be> cannot excite admiration nor in* 
fpire enthufiafoi. • 

It is from the foul that all thofe fublime 
traits have efcaped which enchant us in our ^ 
great writers, tn the works of Bofluet, of 
F^nelon, of Ma(IHlon> of Pierre CorneiUe^ 
of Racioe> &c, 

* "Thoughts of Vauvenargcet." 

O It 
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It appears that what we call genius^^ n, 
nothing more than. the union of a penetra- 
ting and juft wit with a great and fufceptible 
Ibul. 

It is an error and a folly to believe that. 
a perfon arrived at a reafonable age> and 
who is not (lupklj could .be haoitually a 
mocker^ a detra£ter, and a meddler^ with 
an excellent heart ; fuch &ults would be 
quickly and entirely correded by a good 
heart. 

One of the things which greatly contri- 
butes to perpetuate in fociety the niofl: odious, 
broils, bickerings, and malicious tricks, is 
admitting falfcly and foolilhly that_vie may 
inccffantly do wrong without being wicked* 
True goodncfs of heart does not always 
fecure ourfelves from indifcretion and im- 
prudence, but it moft affuredly preferve^^ 
others from their cfFedls. 

A good heart fcai^s to ei^pofe friends, or 
to afflift and diftrefs our fellow creatures,. 
A good heart feels naturally for all others,' 
confideration, indulgence, and generofity. 

The Kighe ft panegyric we can bcftowoR 
.^ great foul, is comprifed in the following 
jnconteftablc maxim— »that it is impofliblc 

to 
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to be grateful, without poflcfling a good 
heart. * 

What virtues can we pretend to, whilft 
incapable of feeling a Hvcly and conftaht 
graritude or a real friendfhrp ? • 

No merit, no talents can take place of a 
good heart. 

It is when we have nothing further to 
fiope' for or to expedl: from a benefaftor, 
chat demonftrations of' gratitude become 
. proofs of its extftcnce, and that they are 
ndble and touching : we fhould pay more 
regard, more refpedV, and attention, to a 
benefitftor who is rendered unhappy by any 
circumftances, than* we did before he be- 
came unfortunate. 

There are oh\f two real proofs of what 
we call a true friepdfhip-^confidcnce and 
being conftandy ^entive to the interefti 
and to the happinlTs of thoffe we love. 

Oh ! how fweet, when we are able to 
prevent the wifhes of beloved objcds, to 
confecrate our time to them, to pour a falu- 
tary^balm into the wounds of their hearts! 
how naturally we, like all who render them 
juftice, arc irritated againft thofe who prove 
Chcmfelvcs their enemies ! how eafy it is 
D 2 to* 
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to divine what it majr.be that will plcate, 
confolc, .or be ufeful to them ! how inge- 
nious we arc in ferving, and rendering them 
benefits! how adlivc and courageous ia 
their defence ! bow eloquent and perfiiafivc 
whilft employed in their jiifticarion, or in 
making their iloge! 

Julius became a. charming child, and he 
was naturally poflefled of tiumberJefs faults. 
Nothing could equal his impetuofity, his 
obftinacy, and his want of application. 
One day, whilft playing awkwardly at 
battlc-dore and (hutde-cock^he put himlcif 
into a gT/cat padion ; in vexation he tbn^ 
out of his hand the racket which he-held, 
at the moment his brother was entering the 
chamber, who received the racket on his 
head, and by that mean;5 was fewerely hurt. 
Julius was gready affeded by the accident, 
andi the deep affliftion which he fuffijred 
on account of it correftcd him for ever of 
thofe extravagant tranfpgrts of ang^r to 
[ which he vyas very fubjeft. Julius by the 
famje circumliance is corrc^ed of 'many sf 
his other faults, finding they were the ca^ 
of real affli&i jn to thofc he loved^ 

. To 
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To prorcft that we have the grcateft 
cftccm,.and to do nothing for theobjeft 
of our afFc<aion, is moft aflbredly not to 
love at all^ , 

Our aftsj.our folicitudes, our ficrifice*,- 
the whole of our conduft^ is. the tcft of 
fm^diliip^ jK)t vairt words only. 

** Had he loved me^ I would have cor- 
« rcAed . him^." Thia verfc is pretty, 
bccaufe it C3^rfflfes/A juft idea with fcnti'*' 
ment^ 

Ipcorriglble chitiren have bad hearts ^ 
diey are ungrateful towards their friends^ 
their preceptors> and their parents. 

To be gentle, tcnder^andcompaflionatej. 
is the moft certain fign of poflTetTing a good 
.hearts 

There is nothing I delight in more, than 
to obferve Charles and his litde fiftcr Anna 
wli^n they arc at play together i one is nine 
years 'old, and the other fevcn. Their 
' natural goodnefe of heart renders them fo 
amiable and fo interefting ! If they have 
a little difpute, and Anna begins to cry on 

♦ Life lays this in fpeaking of * young Eu- 
jAinion, Voltaire's prodigal fiao^ 
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the occafion, Charles inftantly embraces 
her, and does what (he ^'iflies* And if 
Charles pocs on a ferry and diffimfiod air^ 
^ Anna careflcs him, and fays, Do net be dif* 
pleafed any more. 

One morning Charles had permiffion to 
climb a tree, and to gather as much of the 
fruit as he could until he (botdd be called 
away. Anna placed Ifcrfelf «« the foot of 
the tree, fpreading out her little bib-apron 
to receive a Ihower of fine cherries, and 
never ceafcd to praife their frefhnefs s (he 
had befides been proniifed leave to eat 
fome during the day. Her little ^apron 
was juft filled, when they heard the fignal 
for retreat : Charles immediately defceftded 
from the tree i at that moment there was 
pafling by an old woman who aiked charity^ 
they had no money, and- Anna. turning 
towards her brother faid^ ^^Oh ! Chark^-^ 
1 will give her my part of the cherries.—" 
" And mine alfo,** Charles quickly replied. 
In faying thefc words, he, as well as his 
fitter, took all the cherries they had, and 
put them into a knapfack which the old 
woman held. Aftcrvyards, taking each 
other by the arm, they conririucd their. rpad 

towards 
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towards the hnufc. They had onlj? fame 
dry bread for breakfaftt but they thoughc 
of the good a(5iion they had juft perforin* 
«di and did not regret their cherries.— — 
Never have, thcfc charming children pro* 
cured a fcold or reprimand for any do* 
xneftic j never have their whims or fancies 
given pain or fatigue to others >^ they wifhed 
very much laft fummer^ ontheir mamma's 
birdi-day^ to procure a beautiful nofegay 
of the mqft rare and fined flowers that 
might be had out of the charming gardens. 
of Krau/e and Bouchers * ; but they were 
very far diftant from thefe gardens, and 
the weather was opprelfivcly hot; the do- 
medics and fervants had'* already during 
the morning executed fevcral commiffions, 
arid Charles faid, "Thefe poor people will 
be exceedingly fatigued if we oblige them 
to.go fo far for thi: flowers !"—« You arc 
in the right/' replied Anna } « wc will then, 
be contented with giving mamma all the 
rofes ofi^ my little bufli.*^ 

The companion of thefc children extends 
itfelf even towards animals 5 their pretty 

* Botanifts and Florifts at Berlin. 

D 4 phyfiognomics 
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phyflognomies are expi^ve of xbagrtn 
smd pity whcncvtr they hoAra dogcxf or feflr 
him beaten. 

One day Anoa caught a pretcifrbutttrfljr t 
^ Do ycMa Icnow»'Maid Chirkf^. <^ that yoo; 
make it fuffcr i" 

As foon as Anfla heasd thia^ Qac ppimA 
her fingers and lee the poor bunei^ iwrd 
ks liberty; . 

Who «iK>idd not tove Charltt andAoiial' 



CHAP. VI. 
Of iiitlt Boyj. 



\jrooDNBss,,modtfty, application, andcotK^ 
rage ; cbefe are qualities a iiitle boy (houki 
pofieis, and difplay, in order co mafcc bin^- 
fclf amiable^ 

Prefumption and effrontery are odious^ : 
at every age, but above all in youth i it ia- 
monftrousin little girk, and.aUbiextremeiy^.' 
hateful in littl^boys. ^v- 

Adrian, at twevle years and a half old, 
has wit, a well cxercifed memory, and a • 

great 



gr^t deal qf ufte for Irterature ; be is aU* 
itady of tbe/iciety of cuthors ; he knows 
pcrfcajy the meafure of verfes ; he knows 
the rules tolerably well, dnd has even com-, 
ppled ^ycrajlitde pieces of poetry. 

All this would be very pretty, if AtJrian 
did only render himfelf juftice, and bejfe^e 
that with time, ftudy, and advice he mi^ht 
one day or other have talents in that w^y ; 
but Adrian at the prefent imagines himfelf 
a- poet, and a very excellent poet j this is^ 
an error, ao^ at the fame time ridiculous. 

La Grange Chance], when only eight ! 
years of age, compoled the bad tragedy of 
Jugurtha'^. This was in fact a furprifing 
thing at his age ; but the author placed at 
the end of his letter the extravagant en-, 
cojmiums be had rcGcLved on the fubjcift p - 
he thought hisivork was in itfelf a roaftcr- 
piecc; he had not fcnfe enough to know^ 
that its great fuccefs was owing to his age ;. 
his head was turned with pride; he ceafcd 
any more to confult» to ftudy ; prefuming : 
updn his gemOB,- his tafte wasconuptedj 
4iKi this prefumption placed^him for ever 

* It is printed in bis warks, ^ 

•05 'in 
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In the ioWeft clais of tragic writers ah^ 
poets. • • ' * ' *• 

I do not think Adrian's poetical career' 
will be ifrtore brilliant j I agree that he may 
go pretty far in it, but vanity will limit hts- 
Gourfe 5 and we never even attain inediocrity 
Whitft we fdolifhiy imagine we have arrived 
at peifeftion. 

Adrian already gives Uliures ; what caa 
be more laughable^ or toexprcfs'rt better, 
whit can be more lamentable, than toffce- 
a child come forward with a pedantic antl 
prcfumptuous air, irnpofing filcnce on aa 
aflcmbly, draw from his pocket a manu- 
fcript, • and read with confidence a chapter, 
or moral fables ? 

Where hive you learned, Adrian, all 
thcfe fentitncnls whicli you cannot have 
experienced, and thefc rcfledions on a 
world which you do not know at all, or 
dcfcriptions of things that you have neither 
ftudied norfccn? 

Where have you learned aH this ? I 
know,- in the works of our great poets j for 
I recognize in yours, many things, many 
verles from rccolledion ! You have oilly 
^e ingenious invention of difguifing and 

changing 
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changiag fame of the words; youlct the 
fcnfc remain, and prefcrvc the meafure ; but 
your variations take from them all the 
charms of harmony. You disfigure them 
only, without^pofleffing the art of render- 
ing them unkoQwn. That long fpecch for 
which you have juft been applatided, is 
ftolen from Boileau ; the verfe you have 
juft pronounced Svith fuch emphafis, is bor- 
rowied from Grcljet ; that other which you 
have been made to repeat three times over 
is from the poem of the Gardens ; this laft 
alfo is taken from the JVindjcr Foreft*^^ 

I do not fay Adrian that youfliould re- 
nounce poetry, for you have anljlhand dif- 
pofidon for it ; and it is very we«o cul- 
tivate talents for which we poflcfs naturally 
a real tafte ; but rccolleft the height of 
your vapity ; have fenfc enough to blufh for'. 
it, and to abjure it for ever. You may fay 
ypur verfes ^rp now praiftd,. becaufc you' 
are only twelve years of age j and that many 
of your flattcrjers, who in the midft of your 
family m^kc many, of thcfc encomiums, . 
^ridicule you often even there, and do not 
,be in fuch hafte to fhew you them. Be 

' * Of M. de B.isjolin. 

pevfuaicd 
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perfua Jed that at your age your i>r(xIui3;iQM 
can be no other than feeble, incorrcift^ ftip^^ 
ficial^ and very middling > VcPd^the modefty 
moft becoming to you, a^ th^ wiD be «C-i 
quiring reafon an|d tafle. Study, compArc^ 
work in fiknce acod fecrec uoder the eyc9 of 
a proper gide \ after fome years^ fiibmiK 
your works to more p;ilightened cer^lors; 
feek not deceitful and infipid praife^, bui 
knowledge and ufeful cqunfel^ % and ) ^t* 
did for you that one day you may in re^ 
ality poflefs very diftinguilhcd talepts. 

It has been, remarked th^t forward chitt 
dren, that is. to iay thofe who haye c^ctra- 
ordinan^l^nds and underftandings fqr their 
a^es, J^alrtioft generally, in f^cceeding 
time, out of very middling powers* 

Minds fafliioned by praifcs and pride 
will by corrupting their j^dgmcf>c aiuJ 
diicernmenr, raiie many invincible barriers 
to the free progrefs of their kv^t and rea^ 
ibn; fo thiat very witty ingenious ihildrenv 
uncorruptcd by vanity,^ will certfiihly Ocr 
come very fupcrior, mcii.: fuch have been 
Pafcal, Pope, and f^vcr^l others. .. ., , 
If we have caufe to ridicule Adrian ^s 
vanity, what can .we fay of Erneft, who is 

abfolutcljr 
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9bfolkely not wc)I founded oq any fu^jcfti 
Ern^ft is the mod vain of all cbijdreni and 
^ what account? hzs he raone wit ^k he 
more inftruded^ more advanced, than his 
Sitic companions? noc at all £rneft iV 
Wiy limited, he fkils in point of mcmoryy. 
and is not apt at any thrng. What then 
makes him wear that air of fupcriority 
which we at fir ft remark in him ? do you 
not fee ? Erncft is pretty and dances per- 
feaiy weH.^—— You faid that Erneft was 
a fimpleton, and on this^ refped we can 
have no douttts. A man:a> fct a value ott 
bis figure ! a man to pride himfclf on danc- 
ing finely f a raair «o place himfclf rnthe 
daft of the moft filly and defpicable women !• 
^^— ,Why all rfiis furprifc and thcfe excla- 
.--^itii>ps,! what we call a fop, one of that 
degenc:rated contemptible clais of beings, 
~ arc they then fo rare ? have you never met 
with fuch-? — —-But a foppifli child~and 
. vhat is the foppery of men of tWrty ? no 
oeher than a pef|>etual childhood and ftupi^ 
dity» an in&ncy without the graces and in* 
genuous manners attendant on that age ; an 
infaiicy^ which offers no ray of hope, but 

which 
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which for ever only preferves ignorance and^ 
infignificancc. . • 

1 See wkh how much pride Erneft makesi 
his different fteps, his bounds^ toupees j .anci- 
i^qfs capers ; what an air Qf importance ho 
puts on at the ball ; what conqsmptuoua 
looks he cads towards the little boys who 
arc confufcd in the figures of the dances i 
with what height and felf fufficiency he a(k& 
the little girls to dance v(ith him, always- 
choofing thofc who are the bcft drefied i> 
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and what an honor does he think he is bef- 
towing on them 1 fee how fie over-heats 
himfelf, how he pants fop breath, how his 
heart palpitates, whMft he belieiyes he attr^^ts 
the attention of the fpe<aators ; fee with 
what decifion, what defpotifm, he com« 
mands the orcheftra ; he alone choofes and 
calls the country dances; he alone dirciSt^ 
the muficians, and prefcribes the move- 
ments they fhouM follow. Erneft has- juft 
paffcd his eleventh year ^ very well! If he 
is not corrcftcd of his foppery he will never 
alter, excepting in form and ftature, until 
he has attained five and twenty years. He 
may be guilty of many more vices, but he 
(will experience all the fame cmodons i he 

will 
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WiB fetftin his former taftes; he will wear 
the fame countetianc?*^ he wift be equatty 
HBy and impertinent ; he Will not be in pbP 
fcffion of one more rational rdeai he wftl 
Rave grown larger ,and taller; and that will^ 
be the only alteration in hrm. • 

How very different is the charafter of 
Edgar from that of Erneft, although thefc 
two children are of an age ! 

Edgar iis as beautiful as an angel ; but 
fer from being To foolilh as to be proud of 
this trifling advantage, he is really afhamcd 
of polftffing the complexion of the rofe 
and the lily united' which he fears will give 
him an effeminate air •, he does all he can to 
l>ecome brown; heexpofcshimfdfinceflant- 
ly to the heat and beams of the fun, on pur- 
pofe, he fays, to attain the ruddy hue more 
hatural'fbr a man. He has the fineft hair 
in the* world, and he begs as a favour that 
it mlybe cut, becaufe it takes up too much 
time to have it combed ; befides, he thinks 
a man's drefling Ihould be finifhedin a few 
minutes. He generally makes choice of tTie 
'-ttioft fimple- habits ; he likes dancing as a 
very agreeable amufement in-fociety for 
young • people, biit not for the fake of 

fhining 
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Oampg ; he doe^ not tbiok it a ibidjr fulfx-*. 
ciofitly iaipocun( to know how to do att 
ibc. aioit di^culc and extraordinary ftcp^f. 
he has not the defir^ of one day equa)lingir 
YefiriSyGardelyOx Nmlon ^.but hp darjf^Si 
v/ith grace and a^iyity, and. withou; any 
prcteniioni this renders bis njiannes^of 
dancing, more univerfally preferred to that 
of other dancers mpre (ludied or more &* 
ons in fociety. 

^ Edgar places his vanity in profiting by jet 
good education which he has received) in 
becoming learned and enlightened, in (hew- , 
ing his gratitude^ his courage^and his appli- 
padon. Thus Edgar as be grows up will 
indeed become a ipan. . - • 

Anthony his brother poiTeflcs the fame 
virtues. 1 have never feen a child boro- 
with fuch an avcrfion, fuch a natural horror 
and andpathy to all that is vicious. I have 
never feen one who> during the .whole 
courfe of his education, has more conftantly 
proved a grateful and fincere fubmiffion 
and refpe^l towards the perfon charged witb 
his tuition.- Thefe are moft certain mark*^ , 
of an excellent chara(5tqr. The two bro* 
ther^ have llUl ap elder onp> qf whom I 

ibafl 



ihali hot (peak. Alas ! what could I fay P 
for he is tingratcfiil. Children fliould dif? 
plfl^ ac lealt the feeds of all thofe quafities 
iifttah rende? grown tip people cftimable* 
Thto a Bttte boy who is^ fearful and a 
poltroon^ would infpine the greateft con* 
tcmptjAf we did not know that in the happy 
period of early youth we ina.y correft thii 
greateft feuhs imagitiable> 

Courage is neceflary both for tnen and 
women; whatever may be the fex, a puffl- 
bnimous cKarafter is vicious>. and ex- 
tremely to be pitied ; but courage for men> 
is a dtftmd virtue^ abfolutely tndi^nfiible i 
a maa who is a poltroon is the opprobrium 
of his owa iex, and rejeifted by ours. 

He who governs Ihould be the protedon 
€}( being^ committed to his caiie> or elfe he 
is only an odious tyrant. 

He whofc portion is ftrcngth, fliould 
for the' fame seafon be the defence of the 
weak. ' 

He who commands and direfis, fliOuId: 
poKIels knowledge *, a man therefore (houtd! 
be courageous^ generous, and learned^ 

An ignorant man who fails in courage^ 

cannot ftilfil the duties for which he wa* 

^ dcftined^. 
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dcftined. He is iio longer a man ; be i^ 
even beneath the kaft eftimable of womcn^ 

As iboa aswc pofibis the virtues fuicable 
to our fcx, and tha kno«^ledge heccffary 
for our ftatio»,.we arc rcfpeSablc,. hut only 
fo on tbefe conditions, '^ 

A virtuous and iaduftrious^ arti^n- who 
underftandshis trade wcl^ is wortby of. the 
highcft eftccm. 

A- man of an elevated rank fhould Have- 
his mind well cultivated ; and thofc who 
occupy eminent and dif^inguifhed fituations 
in fociety, fbould.haye. a knowledge fUU 
more extenfiVe. 

It is only thus^that the fuperiorityQi.on« 
fex over another, or of the great over the 
little, can be either reafoijable or real. 

The order and tranqyillity of fociety is 
eonfequently a facred duty^ exading always 
on our part thofc deferences and that 
exterior obedience to the laws:and cove* 
nants of the different nadons to which we 
are fubjeft. . 

But the refpeft of the heart is only due 
and fhould only. be granted to merit; tbe 
reipeft which our reafon approves is the 
only true flatterer i. it honors almofl; equaii)^ 

the 
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^be peribn who approves, and the perfon 
ivho infpires that fcntimentJ 

Bmh^ forfiuoe, aod rank, are far alfa 
from placing us bcf ond the trouble of 
learning and inftruftion j chofe brilliant ad-- 
vantages the rather impofe the latter as in* 
difpenlable obligations. 

If you defire to wear the robfe^ftudy the 
laws and men ; * ftrive to become a great 
9nitor» or you will make but a bod ma- 
giftrate. 

If you wiflb to enter into commerce, 
Jearn then the fcience of calculation j take 
iip a fpirit.of order and exadtnefsj become 
frugal, patient, and induftr ious j orif not^ 
coniequendy a diigraceful bankruptcy will 
overthrow all your fpeculations. 

If you have a tafte for the army,, acquire 
all the knowledge neccfl&ry to form a great 
general; it (hould be vaft and extenfive ; 
and^do not omit to ftudy thoroughly the 
different branches of the fcicnccs. Muft 
not you know the hiftory of all conquerors* 
and dcteft tbem> alfo that of the defenders 
and deliverers of their country, on purpofe 
.to imitate their grcatnefs ? Should - you 
not ftudy the feveraltreatifes on taflics, and 

all 
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all the particular memoirs of the moft ccle^- 
brated warriors ? Accuftom yourfclf to all! 
hardships, and to Ibbricty i for the fowls of 
heroes can riewcr inhabit cijprvatcd aq<i. 
elFemiitatje bodksi. 

. And you^ ^farceUuvjiiou talk, of one ds^- 
commandfng a regiment^, and you lie in 
beds of dpwn : you fear to face the fnn^. 
thefoow, and die wind:. yi>u arc afraid of^ 
bati^j pafts, jtfjd it i&ev^jn QlI^^ that youf 
fiiudder at the fight of a fpidcr ! What L 
til future when you may. be mounting a. 
breach, the iightof a little pooripfeA will' 
be fufficicnt to make you recoil and turn 
pale.! Yfowarc befidcs idle and indokntv 
to an ejctrcmei you'iearn nothing; you 
believe that.a..mjiitaiy man ha^ no occafjon 
for inftruftion^^whilft birth and fiivor affurc 
him from his infancy the poOcflion of a; 
regiment. But your foldiers willrdefpife, 
and your enemy get the better of you:: 
from this neither your alliances nor family 
credit will be able to prefer ve you. * 

.Do not imagine then, tbat.to be diftin- 
guiflied in the career you arc about ta . 
enter, it is only neceffary three times in the- 
week, to praftifc fomc ftiort cxercifes with 

a ferjeant^.. 
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• ' • • • • . 

a ferjcant, to carry over your (houldcr a 
Kttfe paper gun, andlo go once a-ycar to 
4i review, with that fittle fhort oniform 
which you wear with fo ftrious a dcport- 
tncht, and in whidi -you imagrne yotiricif 
to be a yoong Scipio or a young Turennl^ 
4f you have any idea of fuch pcrfonagcs. 

If wc wait to fix on a ftation in liife> 
.^ntil we be of an age capable of refle<fting 
'folidly on their difFerent advantages, wc aft 
*with a prudence very praife- "Worthy; but 
even then it is ftiU nccefiary we fliould 
.ftudyin infancy j and during dur youth, 
our ftudics fhould be various and extcnfivc, 
^atbcend that we may be better acquainted 
with our difpofitions, and be able to iettlc 
the fort of occupatiott for which wc find 
'we poflefe the grcsateft 'taftc and a^ptncft. 
.Nothing then can excufe us from Rudy i 
^nothing, aboVe alMij.ihen, xan authorife 
cfFcminacy and ignorance^ every tiling on 
die contrary prcjfcfibes to them aftiviky and 
the love of labour. 

Agaih, libcral?ty'is mi inflifpeniable virtue 
in men. Avarice, 'Always odious, appears 
even lefs exeulabte in men than women, 
Wcaufc men arc born to ht the pofleflbrs 

and 
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and proprietors of large fortunes, of which 
women in general have only the citergc 
and eare of economizing s as It is a duty ca 
manage with excclfive diligcfjcc whatever 
does not belong toourfeJves, and moreover 
whatever has been.confided toour truft j it 
appears that what is called |)arQmony ki* 
women is nothing more than an ezcefs of 
probity j alfo according to comnaon opiniofi, 
it is part of f soman's merit to be what is' 
called a goo^boufewife. All vice is 'hateful^ 
and I do not certainly pretend to vindicate* 
avarice in women, bu^ I feythis vice in the 
eyes of rear9n is dill more odious in men^ 
and it is monftrous in a child. 'I know no- 
thing which takes fomuch from the charms 
attached to youth as a premature avarice. 
It is frightful pfce a child occupied widi 
the cares of accumulating aqd amafling. 
preferving their catelclfiiefs and ftupidity at 
ihe fame time ; this is, in fine, poflcffing 
only a forrowful inftindt and forefight— the 
fear of coming to want. 

Stephen is only nine years old i he is 
gentle, ftudious,*difcreet| fincere; one faidt 
only tarnilhes all his good qualities \ Ste- 
phen is avaricious. If he. be prefented 

wuh 
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nwth a pUy thing/ he takes fuch care of it 
that he does not amufe himielf with it ; he 
is not contented with locking it tips he 
hides i^ fearing to be robbed. 

If he «ceivc cakes and fruit, he does 
not offer them to any perfon; he even 
denies himfelf this pleafure ; he referves 
thttn for another day, but for himfelf only : 
and the fruit ipoils.* He enjoys nothings 
obliges nobody, and all he poffeflcs ferves 
buc to Caule him^he moft wearisome inquie-^ 
tode. ^ 

More advanced mtfers'hwt the' fame pri- 
vations, experience the fame pains. 

.To correft Stephen, ' he muft be taught 
that this is a difgraceful and ridiculous vice 
to which he gives hinrfelf up ; a real foUy, 
which proceeds frbm the great 'error of be- 
ing perfoaded that the goods of this world 
are able to procure a, happinefs entirely 
feparate,- tbat is to fay, a happinefs indc- 
^ndentof others. But this pretended hap- 
pinefs is indeed chimerical i it is as extrava* 
gantas it is culpable to feek for it", no 
mifer, no fclftfti perfon, has ever found it, 
nor will ever find it, becaiife it docs not 
<»ift. Would you tafte of true joy atjrour 

• . table. 
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taWe, the moft cxquifitc meats^ the dioiccft 
wines cannot procure U:&r you without an 
amiable conrpanion. . To know the fUi 
value of what we poffefs, to enjoy it realty^ 
we muft partake it withothprsi thistis » 
^ccrce. of Providence which i^iitcvocablft* 
^ But how (hall aobild learn to cure hta% 
fdf of avarice ? He m«ft abWutcly prd* 
hibit himfelf tte xmnia of heapittg up ftoitt 
|U)d.colle£tions of provifions s he nuA Safu^ 
fiofe a law tipon iiin>felf of ufn^ whatM 
•may have, that is to fay, enjoying wftal 
treaiay rcfcrve to Wmfelf a^-"dividiag.his 
Superfluity with others $ in fine, he inuft 
'often fee and fearch for thofe uafertuaate 
t)bjcfl:s who want every nccrf&ry.^^ By oon-*^ 
du£Hr^ hioifelf thuB, he will foon lofc an 
unwordiy and defpicayble habit j his heart 
will give way to the gentle plcafureof obtig^ 
ing in fociety, of in^lriflg bemfv^ejence 
and eftecm, and in diffufiflg anaoi^ft ttee- 
unfortunate from {he depths of his hcor^ 
€Qn:ifort and confc^atioi^ \ 

Mathewi3 not avaricious, he is only -$( 

gourmaftd ; but he is fo to an ekce(s i-he it- 

not even afliamed of it; he boafts of iti 

«ndis the fift to turn it into pkafaritiy*' 

* He 
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He has neither wit nor foul enough to fed 
that he ought rather to blufh at fuch a vice, 
and that not doing fo adds another, more 
inexcufable to his lift. We can cafily 
pardon eating a great deal in very young 
in&nts, but as foon as the firft epocha of 
infancy is paflcd, that vice becomes very 
grofs and difgufting, and bears the ^charafter 
pf meannels. An unreafonable gourmand 
firiiihes by rendering himiclf moft defpica- 
bie y infallibly defirdying his health $ and 
%ve muft all agree in aUowkig this to be a 
difgraceful ^nanner of ihortening our days* 
J. J. Roufleau fays, ^^ GluUony is tbe vice 
^^ of vulgar foulsJ* I knew a young man 
•who, , after bearing this maxim recited, cor- 
TCjfted himfclf for ever of gluttony 5 but 
this youth has naturally excellent and eltvat- 
cd fcntiments. 

Young Simon is in his fourteenth ycar^ 
and would already be very amiable, if he 
did not appear by his tone and manners 
infinitely below his age.; he is what is called 
a downright monkeys and what is worfe, he 
affcds to be fo. He is Jiot a malicious 
rogue, but he never for one inftant wc^rs 
^ rational or compofed coui^enance i we 



74 tA BRWYBilB THE LE«S* 

. fee him always climbing, leaping^ gamMling^^ 
he replies to a ferious qoeftion by tumbling 
head aver hcekj jhe interrupts conrcrfatioii 
by ah air on his fife or beating his tambou- 
rine 'r if any one has the coflrplaHknce to 
play with him, he will never give over; he 
wiftics always to continue jeftingi , to laug^, 
and to make others iaugh« He is pretty ^ 
he has grace and wit ; his falKes are ofteii 
happy, but more frequendy^diey are mif- 
pilacedi and he is cxceffively tircfome aiid 
importunate i he is mriftaken with regard 
to himfdfi for, according to the general 
euftom, aU thofe who go to his father's 
boufe, do not fay what they really think of 
him i on the contrary they repeat " ho%u 
-»' €barming be is" and that « bis gaiety is 
« eictremelf graceful:* They flatter bim> 
and confcqucndy he is deceived : gaiety is 
only amiable ifvhen it is weH placed, mode- 
rate, and w<hen it does not ennrely exclude 
reafon« A chSd fliould play, and may /be 
wag^ih with his companions during the 
:iiours of recreation j but this fort of gaiety- 
is neidier fuitafble iior agreeable in a faloops 
©r in the imidft of a large cirde of friend^ * 
*bo?c.«H, ^when a cihil<J is twelve or tbineen 
y years 
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)rcars old.— A fefi noHy and more ingefrioiis 
-fhy ^ouid beeomis very infipid if it were 
continued for tfec feme length of rifoe ; fee- 
fides, buffoontfy always carries vfkh it an • 
' ignoble n\r, which muft difpfeafe all people 
^of good tafte,-— A young man who laughs 
-and jcfts wkh every one, who does nbt 
« know how to be Jcrious for a tnomcnt, who 
cannot at-tend nor (peak fftiidn^ly on any 
HjkjtSty foch a fouflg fnan, whatever may 
^ Ms natural fenfe, wM ofiPly appear ca- 
pable of becoming a ftagc dancer or 
^figUTinte, 

The caufes for young Simon^i taMng vip 
ithefe bad habits are, the ifiveiy iinpreffions 
he has jfeceived of the many ridicuflous 
' pdinis in the character of his cowfin Flac- 
Cotir. Flaccour -is extremely pedantic. He 
is cdtnpokd and prepared in aH chat he 
• Aysand all diit he does. Although he is 
only fourteen years old, he will no longer 
^lay with his companions, not that he is more 
- rationd, but bcciufe he is more dull and 
iaukward tiianany of chem s he thinks him^ 
fclf a finiflyed man, and fupports this pre- 
tence with fuch heavinefs, and at the faftic 
titac fo much fclf fufficiency, that he 
. E 4 wearies 
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wearies all the world, and loads himftfF 
with, the ridicyle . pf , others. Flaccour is ^a 
great politician ; he has ftored his memory 
with an, infinity of cpmrnon place fayings, 
with worn out maxims and contradiftions, 
ufon the. rights of men and the different forms 
of governments: he debates on thefe fub- 
\t6i% with A . feivtentious tone, and fays 
. gravely, my political opntons^fy:c. .I.coflfeis 
I prefer Simon, who whenever he js aiked 
whether he is a deinocrateor^xi ariftotrate, 
rcpli^ only by covntcrfeiting the cat or the 
fheep, and mews and bleats during^ a quarter 
. of ah hour. , 

« A youth wjio fpeaks Jn the,ftylc of ;a 
^f< Qatonian is ; in. my opinion i?io|l truly 

« laughable : in himi would ^prefer the air 
,of firaplicity, to that of learningV. 

J neither like th^ one nor the other, but 
,if ^. choice muft be made, who would 

hefitate? 
. However, Simon has been very wroi^ 

to avoid one fplly . by falling into its oppo- 
. fite extreme; for it is a want of fenfe to 
. thirik it pcceflary todifplay folly and cxtra- 

• Voltairew 

vagaqcc;. 



LA** BRUYERE THE LESS. yf 

V^gancc, in order not to be accufcd of 
pedantry and affeftation; nature and fim- 
piicity are only amiable when they are 
joined to pcditcnefs/rcafon and decency. 

Hippolitus difplays a charaftcr which will 
lA future 'rirnder him extremely agreeable 
in fociety, and which will procure him- 
many true* friends; the principal qualities he 
.happily poflefles are, aa^ obliging temper- 
and difcreticm. He has^an inviolable in- 
tegrity, never revealing a fecret -.confided ^ 
to him ; real dilcretion impofcs even more 
CKtenfivc obligations r btit Hippolitus will 
never repeat what his parents, and his in- 
timate friends have faid amongft themfelves 
before him ;.he never recites the criticifma 
of others on the flightcft matter; he has 
not the puerile vanity of wilhing to appear 
iflftruded in the fecrets of his acquaintance; 
he does not fcek to find them out, if he is 
ignorant of them ; and when he docs know 
them, he keeps them with a fcrupulous 
fidelity. Hippolitus knows that a fecret 
may be betrayed without fpeaking, and that 
often an indifcrcet loolc, fmile, or pofture, 
arc as dangerous. Hippolitus is impene- . 
tfable, not becaufe he diilimulates, but be- 
E 3 caufc 
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(fiiuft he is hticlver vain> eurious> nor it 

Leop^d has om fftidt which I moft: 
mention, becaufe k i$ often commote 
amongft children. 

Leopold m general does -not: ^)eak more 
tba#h others m cttmrerfarioa 5 be is even dry 
aftd laconic iA hb diatogncsv but is paT- 
fK>Aatelj fond of cdfing ftorieB. 

j1 toiler of idle fit^rm is i^ mifcbtevoui , 
clmtmin it is ittjr pft'dofcipher* who pro- 
nounces this oracle^ 

Leopold is in^eflantfy employexJ in» 
gathering all the Bttlc talt^ of the neigh- 1 
htnufefittd, to rdi^ thenfi td #honrfbcver? 
he may mert. Evrii » tragical and imfor- 
tunatd eveat, if k happen b bis pariih, 
eaufes lum joy, b(Jcaufc it forniihcs hrm 
with a A^ft of narration 5 if he be told 
of the moftaffeaing aftioh, be IHtens whh- 
out the Icaft interefti feeling only the pfca- 
fure be promifes hinifclf of relating it over 
again. \{ he have gdod news to announce 
to any other perfon which he might fay in 
two wordsj he' muft make a tei^ recital;' 

* La Bruy^re. 

he 
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he forgets that he has related on the preeed- 
ing evening or in the morning what he 
repeats > if be be reminded of this he re* 
mains in confteroatton -, but at nighty when 
gfHng to bed,, he will not fafl t6 relatt kn^ 
b]si6rvao& 

Thin^ the m&Et- xnarveUous and eyei^ 
void of trutl> he beSeves, and wtJhesr t^ 
belie ve^.ir^ order to relate them as &&»{ 
and if it be nece&ry torperibade beliei^-bc 
procefts he i»cercam of the thiag, nor doe& 
he hefitacc to afficm that he has- been.witoefi^ 
to t(r^it is tbto thac pe^le become liar^ 
9fx} callimniacpr&.^ 

Irenius^ ha» ^^ fault ii^Baittly. moce .er«- 
cuiable than thofe of which we have yntr 
^keq. Irenius is tioud to 2^ ej6ttenne» 

'Effrontery and felf-fufficiency ajre odi^MiS^ 
m both fexes, and, particularly in youth ; a 
moderate Ihare of cimidiiy is becoming to 
young people 9 a modcft countenance and 
rcfcrvcd air are very graceful in men and 
women of all countries and of every age : 
but timidity carried tooiar, is^ extremely 
difagrecable, above all in men. , 

1 4 Extreme 
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Extreme timidicy Is in 'a manner afailufe 
o( courage j for this rcafon it appears ab- 
folutely mifpiaced and ridiculous in men* * 

Ircntus is large for his age, he is thir-' 
teen, is perfeftly well made, and naturally 
graceful j but the tnoment he thinks him- 
k\f looked at hymy perfoft^ he become*' 
rertiarkablyaukward; he puts' on a v^caricd*/ 
conftrained, affcaed air, and we fh^uldt 
no longer know him. He has fenfe, and 
in company yott would take htm for a 
fimpleton; he anfwers in a filly manner, 
he bluflies and grows pJae bjr turns i he is 
quite difconcerted witdout any rcafdni he 
is^ fluttered; ftammers^ or dfe giggles; and 
fpeaks through his teeth; we cannot tell 
whether he would be jtfting or not. How 
often has he been unjuftly accufcd of im- 
poSitenefs and even impertinence, becaule 
he is judged of according to all thefc ap- 
pearances. 

If we fay a civil thing to him, or pay 
him any attention, iie, through embarraflP' 
ment, wears a cold and difdainful air. if 
be has a commiffion to repeat to any body, 
he fupprefles the half i if he be at tabic 
with ftran^crs, he g^es without eating 

rather 



LA BRUYERE THC LESS. Kt 

r^bcr than afk to be helped, and evco will .^ 
not accept what he is offered j in fine, he is^ 
always furprifcd^ frightened, and confound; .^ 
cdi cpnfequcntly, always uneafyi difagrc<?^ .^^ 
able, and ridiculous. » .«. ].^ 

.A moderate timidity, fuch ;a$ docs nbv 
prevent a young perfon from faying ^or do- 
ing agreeable and convenient things, pro-» 
ceeds from modefty : but a puerile timidity 
proceeds from littlencfs of clwaftcr and ill • 
♦placed vanity. 

. They are only thus timid hecaufe they- 
attach animportartce to th^ moft ridiculous 
acid frivolous fubj€u5ls.^ It k only the fear ^ 
of appearing awkward or like the coihr^ 
n)on herd, which oceafions this painful era^ 
barraflment and confufion for the moft ' 
trifling circumftances,^ Very well :' fuppofe 
your replies Ihould. not be deemed very/ 
ftriking, and that you are ndt generally al- 
lowed to enter a room with grace; is there 
any thing in all this viithich gives fuch caufe 
for agitation? fhould we tremble or our 
Wood run cold with fliame ? 

^ It would be likely to be imagined, fee- 
ing you in this way, that ypur honor, your 
future. fate, or the happinefs of your life 
E 5 depended 
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landed Oft fiich confccjtiences dnd they 
tt dftly 6cG^fiofn6d by replying in^ffer- 

h\y to ar qtJeftidfi prbpafcd> by rrmking 

•itftoittary cOmpHmttit^ or dadcbg i 
^ let! 

^Vjiat fighiftc^ t>n trifles^ I;ke theft the 
i lid intent or oprnidu of people yotr ncitfter 
know iK>f like ? You plicc your vaniey iU 
ili, that yau like better to pdfs for.difdbligr 
iitg, than to undertake any thing yoq^re 
not qukc fure of performing WeflL You 
fear the flrghfeft ridicule, dnd yod defptfe 
a blame ivctt founded i but know, that 
great (atik mil ever brav^ rklictile, whea 
the queftbh is to do ;^ny thing Civil or 
ufefti?. Get fid of fuchfoolifh Vanity, slnd 
lofe this pucrifc timidky, which is the cer- 
tain ttitrk of e(>ftfincd fcfffe ^nd ^ weak 
cyn3:tfy truly ^bfard in at man. 

A realty modeftperfonhas hone of thefe 
vafri ttttdrs. 

Edmtrrtd, with d gentfe and referved 
a?r, appears in the midft of the hfrgeft fo- 
cicty without fecKng the fmalfeft embar- 
rafiihcnt; h^ thinks il^iys that he is feldom 
remarked i his countenance fe dnfaffcdbedi 
zA arftiable ferenrty is depitfed on his 

afpcfti 
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stfpeft; he makes no prctcniionsj he is 
quiet; he neithjcr ekptfds ptaifc or great 
fuccefi, but he depends on the benevolence 
of others, bec^uft he kch this ftndrncnt 
towards all men; If they laugh in regard- 
ing him^ he docs not imagine k isto turn 
him into ridicule, becaufe hfc himfclf ridi- 
cidcs ho pcrfon. If by chance he makes 
a blunder,' he is the firft to laugh at it, if 
he thinks he does not appear difobliging; 
if he has to repair a wrong or to return 
thanks for any benefit received, he knows, 
how to exprcfs himfclf and fay all that is 
proper. He has great fenfibility for every 
thing' defervedly interefting, and a-nobk- 
carclcfiitfi with regard to what is not fo; 
ft is all one to him whether he be thought 
to ride gracefuHy or ungracefully, .but he 
would blufli-to be fufpefted of fearing to 
n>ount a hopfe ; he never anxioufly delircs 
applaufe, but he feels in all intlances the^ 
mceflity of being, efteemedr 
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CHAP. VII. 

Of Mockery. ^ 

X HE habit of mockery is odious at every 
age, but above all in children. 

Otho at fourtcert years old has made 
himfelf univerfally difliked,.on account of 
his continual mockeries- Everything new 
appears ridiculous in his eyes j and to be 
'placed beyond his cenfure, we (hould be in 
all points exadlly like thofe with whom he 
is moft familiar. — If a woman Ihould . 
be differently dreffcd from his mother, his 
lifters, or his coufins, flic is the fubjcft of 
his ridicule.-^U a little boy fhould have 
different' manners from himfelf, he is then 
the fubjeft of his ridicule. If he obicrves 
in a ftrange family cuftoms different froru 
thofe of his own, if they ferve up a 
ragc^ii which he has never feen before^ 
thefc are more fubjeds of mockery for 
him. Confcqucntly whenever or where- 
ver he fees ftrangers, his manners arc jiv^ 
tolerable ; he finds nothing mpre fingular 

and 



jind laughable than an Englifhman who 
fpeaks French with an Engli/h .accent^ and 
the fame with regardco a Gertnan, an Italian^ 
^c— -like children in general, his. manner 
of mocking is not, very various ; it confifts 
in throwing Jignificant glances among his , 
companions, and thcfc glances are always ^ 
accompanied with more impertinent than 
witty fmilcs ; or perhaps ht giggles, and 
often laughs aIoud> bluntly turning his back. 
This infolent folly almoft always denotes a 
gfc^t fharc of rud^ncfs'and malignity. 

Ofmufid, far from refembling him, really 
luffcrs much when he fees any one do a 
wrong thing", he never makes a remark, 
he wi(hcs no other to notice it. It is pain- 
ful to him to behold any one embarrafled, 
^and he cannot conceive it right to laugh 
at different drefles, words, or attitudes, 
'&CC, Otho will h^ve many enemies, and 
pafs for an ill difpofed puppy: Ofmund 
. will be fought for in fociety, and mofl: 
defervedly. 

In the world, the moft ingenious, witty 
raillery, will not prevent cqntempt for a 
(;tiiraifter guilty of fuch things. What 
then, can be thought of children guilty in 

this 
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this pomt, wfcoft puerile iidtcirfe cart dn^ 
extend to things ki themfclVes not at aJt 
rrdicihits $ and ^hich , is ndt ac^mpanicd . 
wirii aiiy traite of w?t, faot Kmftcd bifdf aV- 
giggling and itnfjertineDt'atr^ J 



■t^ 



CHAP. Vllt.- 

Lord ChcfterfieW* writes thus to his fcm^ 
on the employment of time ; 

^ 1 am convinced that many people lofe- 
*^twb or three hours each <%> becaufe 
«* the/ ncgleA the mihoccs. * Never con-^ 
<* fidcr any part of time as tOo fliort to be- 
^« em|*)yfed j you rnay al^/^^s find meansw- 
•* to occupy it by one thing o^r another.*' ; 

This is excdtent advice,, parilicuferly.^ 
(Of peopl<» of f h€ wdrld. Diffi^tion caufes^ 
foch ani^tomenft waftc of time, thatifthcy; 
lofe befidcs all the little intcrvab which fc 
kavcs- theilP ac librrfy, ther6 will be fcafccljr 
any left for ftndy or rational occupation^ 
We ought to accuftom OurielveS then oev^r 
fo p^ an ilKlilii^ili abfi^uce idknefsy to'hdt^e 

always 
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alvfrays fomc Wttk kind of work prepared 
for thofe occafion^ which fo oftea occur, 
at>d which zrt called /p0'e mimes: We 
ought to sicquift the h^bfc of reading in a 
<:arriage, and i^hUe ouf hair is combed. 
A very good cuftdrti h thsif df always car«« 
rying fome fittle book m the pocket. Thofe 
pretty editions of fo frtiall a fi2e by DidOC 
feem calcuflatcd precifely for that purpofe. 
It is true thofe yduttg ladfes who have the 
rage of imitating the Grecian fiatueSj Cannot 
adopt this cuftom, fincc they wear' no 
pockets* i but thofe whd picjue thcmfclves' 

oa 

. * In thofe Cduntrie$, Germai^y for example, 
where the woiDen are required to he goid ^eu/e* 
««;/v«and even to onderftand cookety, it is (ingular 
that they fliould confent to the aholition of pockets^ 
for it is irhpoffible thofe fliould be good houfe- 
wives who are contimiaUy iofing their handker-' 
okiefsand glove»f who leave their purfes lying 
s^bout, as well as the keys of their wardrobes, 
th^ir writing tables, and their cafkets,* or clfe are 
obliged always tj> cpnfide them to the care df others* 
They cannot eVen be fafe friends; (mce they can* 
xfot anfwer for letters or confideiftial papers. I ant 
likevvife well convinced^ that whatever thi^ mode 

is 
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oa rcfembling the Dia«fliand Vemfes^ -witjv 
their %i!?i dr apery y.mW have very Bttle '^ 
rdifli.for improving their minds.. One of^ 
the things which occafions the greaieft lofe 
ofitime, is want of regularity i for where 
that, is negleded, half the life is fpent ia- 
fcarching> andftill more in fruitlefs vexation - 
-^two grievous iaeonveniences which it;^ 
would be very eafy, to- avoids .by making .icv 
a rule to have fixed plaqca for putting., ever jfV 
article belonging to us; • 

. It^ugbt further to be recommended to^ 
youth^ give themlciyes a habit of ading; 
in every thing with attention and celerity ja 
flownefs of movement is the oceafion of a-^^ 
vaft lofsof time. They ought alfo to cpnr 
fider the different panner of pcxformingf" 
all thofe little things which daily occur;^ 
fuch as folding letters, putting. them in their 
covers, fealingthem, &c. and to prefer that^ 
which is .moft prompt in its execution. I« 

is permanently eftabliflied, jhe women will ceafe* 
to pracf^ife regularity and oeconomy. It is thus 
that often things in th^mfclves apparently frivolous 
become from thek confequcnce of the greateft^ 
iinportance. 

have 
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have madea curiQqrcalcuktion,, of which 

1 Ihall here ff^vt an account- It is the cuf- 

torn in. France in the dlreftion of letters to 

Vfrite the names of the towns to which they 

are fdnt twice over i a cuftom which anfwers: 

nopdrpofe, as once would do juft as well* ; 

I have cojmputxd that a perfon who. (bould 

jpradife tl>is cuftom^ and who fhould write 

two letters a day, the one addrefied toKJm-; 

p$rcorentin> the other to Cooftantinople^ 

vould find at the end pf a year, that he had 

written fix Jarge pages, of thefe names only,. 

vihkh ij^V^^tbree hours \dQu LwilLfup-^ 

jgofe that this iame perfon^^alwaysdipeds. hisi 

kttersrin the French ioftead of. the Engliilb 

manner r chat he ufe&waxrJnftead of wafers 

to ieal them ; this in the tune taken for thes 

execution^ . makes the difference of three 

minutts ^ a half aday.for:the twalettersit 

at leaft if ^ he writes, by daylight and lights 

his taper himfelf; thefe threes minutes and a. 

half a day^ make twemy-on4 hours loft at 

the end of a year, which makes twenty four 

hours when joync^ to the three which t 

• 1 ■ ■. . . ■ 

* The fame thing may be faid of the cuftom 

of wriiing twice alfo on thie. covers of letters^ 

Moniieur, Madame, &c. - 

before 
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before mentioned s httc dte tw^ CTl?t« dayai' 
^eftC iri employiWEffs f Cry trfefcfi a«d very 
ttrefome. Wcfc' wc to p«rfttt' this !d«> 
were we to reflcft i^ h(W mMf (khcr ifr* 
fttoccsy aikl ct^ti t^' the fte?v^iJd& of oaar 
fitovem^r>ts bdw nnstffy ^^aftdn^> t^lM »[$ 
i^nm mimbetof ff^jimus am-Md^ the €d^ 
cd^s^io^ tvmM becMtte fr^gh^fe) ^ we 6^i&M 
fee tfwft We kffe> wifhoet ciihet artfafewen* 
or &!isfa?d;ioR'> more tbain t#o hoors^ c^^ 
day, ^i9hkh^€fMiKty&om^tib^ 
in the fpa^;^' o^ ten^- and abtfW fift€^r( m $t 
looglifrj'tliatfsy frttweafrfyyo»^tdf^^ 
iyfiwy«tfiJdd. i:e* i*t)^?tJbf^fi^-befi^^, 

A^ thrttf HiWch ijJ fircfAf tf^ w'tidprwltei*' 
Wy ^ertt ; but wc'^ e)ugh< affo' t«^ cM&der 
as Aj)» /wtf th«t whteh "» fpenf m- wWFieantrtgf : 
wftesj which am ridther' pfcafiirt ff^r <IW 
'k^ft t^ful I Md tticsR tA€fi w^ thi!ifr dne 
^nfeit (Vf tfectf liv^S': llveir pdlfioM artd- 
Ac vain porfuite of felfe pte^fures gcneralJf 
confute tWb ottie# qu^reefs^j^ fonae riiwft 
alio be alk^wed for phyfieal fufferingft and 
ficknefs^ which few efcape; how little then 
/cmaifis to be>dl empFoyed, that is> in a 
manner ulcful either- to otirfclyes or others ?. 

and 
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and God will demand of us an account 
of every moment of our lives ! How 
dreadful is this idea even to thofc who have 
been virtuous and a6tive» when they allow 
thetnfelves to reBeA macurely on this im- 
portant fubjeft I 

That which occafions moft lofs of time 
to grown peribns, is a paffion for cabal^ 
and that tafte for golTiping apd buftle fa 
common among them — to children> that, 
idle curiofity which in^ires them with the 
dcHre of knowing all that pafles, all jtbe 
Ktdc fecretsof fociety^ 

« Thofe 'vho empby their time WW^- 
faysLaBruyere, «* are the firfttacomplaia. 
** of .the (hortneifr^ of itfr duration f thofe 
•« on the contrary who make a good ufe of 
«< it, have enough, to fjj^e,** 

Albania has a great memory, a vaft deal 
of aftivity, and uncommon fteadineft of 
charadter; (he learns a multitude of things^ 
and is equal to them all; fhe draws,, fings^ . 
plays on the harpfichord^ the harp, and 
guittar; (he reads a great deal» makes^: 
extradls from what Ihc reads, and poflcflcs- 
all the information that it ispofljble a girl of 
thirteen could be miftreia of ^ fhe under* 

itands 
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ftands French, Englifli, Spanilb, and Italian; 
fhe ehibroidcrs iii a fu[:^erior ftyle, and ex* 
ccutes plain work equally well ; it is (he wlwo ^ 
makes airher bwn' clothes'; it is Ibe who * 
keep* her • rnochcr's honfe, and regulates air 
the accountsv and wlioiias charge of all the* 
ftores laid up for family confiirtiptrdri, of 
which ftrc alone keeps all the keys j it is- (he' 
who^intht country has die' fopcrinicndancc" 
of prcpanng apartments for- vifitors ; who 
in the time of vintage and harvcfl: pays the 
labourers'- their wagesi and prefides over air 
their rural employments i ic is Ihe in She' 
whoi as a-rccompcnce for all thefe caits, k- 
charged wFth the honorable, die fweet office 
of 'diftributing alms, of fcarching for ^nd. 
vifiting the poor. 

Hd w, fay the indi^ht and the idle, how 
can- (lie find time for fo many employments? 
r anfwer : firfb, Albania .wears pockets; 
tkus Albania's keys arc never aftrays fhc^ 
always carries two little books about her, the 
one for reading, the other,' in which there* 
is a pencil, ierves her as a memorandum 
book, an almanac, and forfttting down any' 
little unforcfeen expencesv for thole 6f^ a 
more fixed kind (he keeps aiarge accbmpt- 

book 



.I.A BRUyERE THE LBSS. 93 

book in her writing- box. Secondly ;x 
Albania does every thing with a3 much 
difpatch as addrefs.; (he has no goffiping, 
no frivolous curiofity, nor is (he an unmean- 
ing prattler. Thirdly; (he %fo careful, 
Jias every thing in her charge arranged in 
fuch perfeft order, that (he. never bfes a 
moment in fearching for ihem. 

.JFounthly; Albania, as I have already 
iaid, is tteady and perfeveringj (he has 
.fixed rides for^ ber daily occupations ^ which 
ihe will ^ow nothing to derange ; all her 
..time is carefully diftributed ^d folly em- 
ployed J .even during the fix months which 
;fhe pa0es ia town, thefc rules are very 
.'rarely infringed. Albania limits her(clf 
'^^two or vthree balls during ^the winter i 
^nd never paSes more than four hours at 
reach } -and^even on thefe days (he devotes 
.five or fix hours to ftudyj for (he has 
.formed the refolution, and (he ivill adhere 
to it, never during her life to.pafs an entire 
%day in difljpation. 

Fifthly and laftly, Albania i$ not fond 
.of finery, (he difplays the moll^ delicate 
.neatnefs in her apparel, but even on the 
jdays of her gteatcfit drcfs, (he never fpends 

more 
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tnort than three quarters of an hour at htr 
toilette. 

At twenty Albania will be a woman o^ 
^the moft fuperior accompiilhnients^ and 
.will have the happfine& to fay that^ during 
die whole cotir^ of her education, fte 
jnevcr experienced a (ingle moment of laffi- 
tudeor wcarincfe; wbHe indolent and inat- 
tentive children will be a prey to both, even 
in the midft of their plays. 
» LeJfUude was Utir^duced into the wtfrld 
ify Sloth"^. This is a very juft remark. It 
4i8S been faid that idlenels is the itiother of 
allthe vrces; itmi^thave been added, that 
4t is alfo that (rf the moft 6verpowcring 
itnd infapportabfc laflitude. 

The laaws erf* Drac® puniflicd idlenefs 
mritk <kiath s and a confidetabie penalty was 
mj^c&d on liich as got beyond a Certain 
degree of corpulency, bccaufc k was fop- 
?j>ofed that idlenefs and indolence ^as the 
»ccafion of ^t. 

Solon decreed infemy as the punifctnent 
jof idieneisi afni deprived him who had 
iiegk£ted to give bis fen a trade, of that 
i^fl»nce whicii he mig^ have cxpe6bed 

til 
'^ LaBruyere* 



k^ his oU ag€« buf: that whicb» abc 

•©(Ught to ioCpiPc the chriftian wkh 

-^«mpt and at>hQrocncc pf idlencfe, : 

in the books of heiy writ no vice i 

fcxprefsly condcmnedi 

« Read, the holy fcripturei^" fays 

cellent preacher* 5 << you will then 

<^ where fee idiem6 JicM tip^ to «xe< 

•« ^nd labour exprcfsly enjoined to a 

'*^out diftinftion of rank or fes 

<^ barren tree was f be cut down a 

:«* into the Hre 5 the flpthful fervan 

** caft into outer darknefsj and fl 

:** nefs ajways puniflied with as muc 

-*' rity as infidelity itfeif/* 

' I wiB flatter myfclf that all thele 

^ions will make fomc imprcffipn 

^nxinds of my young readers jT the 

ftiJl before them the Whole field of : 

gather its fruits we muft explore i 

i "Without flopping to reppfe. But t 

j .is only fatiguing to thofe who 1( 

I lland trifling by the w^y. 

, * The Abbe 'iPodle— 5rrwtf» «/» ^*# 
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I (hall conclude with a^in recommend- 
ing the two things moft ncceffary to the 
right employment of our umt-^ngularify 
and perjeverancf. 

Who well begins can thence fmall merit .claim;: 
To finifli well is all». 



CHAP. IX. 

X)/ Sdciety, ntiA our firft Entrance into ihit 
World. 

^iNCE we are 3efl:incd to live in fociet^ 
wc fhould wifh to conciliate the kindnefs 
and good-will of all. We cannot arrive 
at this end without poiTeiling amiable aad 
of courfe ^ftimable qualities. 

With politenefs of manners^ equality d£ 
temper, gentleness, and modefty, naperkm 
x:an fail of fucceeding well in the world. 

Many young people peafude themfelve^. 
they (hall make their way in the world Ijy. 
pra^tifing a mean andfervUecomphifancei 

* From the tragedy of Theodore, "by Fierce , 
tSomelUc* 

they 
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they are miftakcnj Tittlenefs and adulation 
^re foon fccn through ; and people the 
-moft corcupt defpife them. 

1 know nothing more dcfpicable than 
to diflemble our belief in God and our 
/entlments of religion, to pleafc others who 
•are void of principle.. 

To affeft incredulity to avoid in Gpid 
«illerics, is to be a fool. To aft the free- 
thinker with views of worldly intcreft, is to 
be a wretch. 

We fliodd neither make a parade of 
*0ur piety nor hide it. 
. A iriao *void of confiftcncy and of truth, 
-whatever be his t>thcr qualities, his rank, 
or hia advantages^ will nevfr obtain the 
fioallcft degree of confideration in the 
^prld. 

. Thofe who become flatterers, are, both 
in appearance and reality, inconfiftait and 
falfe ; they arc incefl&ntly changing fides, 
aiK] by turns fupporting arguments for and 
sgainft the fame opinion : they approve 
ene day what they condemned the preced- 
ing; and pafe the greater part of their 
lives in retracing fcnrimcnts which they 
^ had 
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had advanced and in contradidling theqi- 
felves. 

Young people who enter the world with 
an exccflivc dcfirc to pleaft, heccffartfy 
commie niany blunders and abfurdicies. 
They wifti to play a part in it, and to at- 
trafk attendon ; their awkward attempts 
deprive th^m of an infinite numbetJDf na- 
tural graces, and v^ancof cpftom in their 
ailumed ehara&eirs makes i;hem appear ih 
a very ridiculous light. La Motjic ^as id ' 
the right when he faid^ 

CI XoQ great a wi(h to jdcafc ^i^leafes 
tnoftj ' ; 

" *Tis too much «ot ts^ftufdy it at^afl.: 
well; ftudy it but little*." 

The beft difpofirions a j«ung man can 
bring into the world, ^jis a wifti riot to pro- 
duce any ^fFeft in it> but to loic himfeif in * 
th^e crowd ; to withdraw within himfelf ^s 
much as poUtenefs will admit, and to ftudy 
it long in filcnce. 

Simplicity of n»anners, an ^prcffion of 
gcntkncls, podefty, and compofui-e in 
youth fcrm a demeapbur, an exterior highjy 
prepoffcffing. . 

* Tij^Craces.Q (Me by La Mmhe. 
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Tlipfe'yotiths who make^thdrifvay inw* 
the worW^ith all the rafficaation of ^gaiety, 
J[re,vi^ac\tfy gewraily- dlfplcafe ; they are 
'fifnU|*t/nmpehin^^ intruding-; vu^ 

garf^ -^Tid .prcfuniptuous' confidence arc 
theirlcadmg charaaeriftics. 

Vivacity arid gaiety, art nattrraliy cheeked 
in-an-aflcmbiy^coropofcd of our feperior-s ; 
particularly where we are ftrangers, and 
our ignpraiiGe of their charaftersand man- 
ners ought to infpire referve. For a young 
man CO bring into fuch a ooinpany that 
levity of behaviour I have been defcribing, 
is citherimpertincnt affeftarion (w obftinate ' 
-ftupidity. 

Youth has commonly the misfortune In 
endeavouring to avoid a fault' tq run into 
its oppoficc fixtremej this abfurdftyls the 
natural refult of ignorance and want of re*-' 
iaeaion. . ImpertinenGc manlfirfts itfclf in 
a thoufand difFercnt forms, and undcrevery 
form it is odious and ridiculous- 

'i have'oftcn been ftruck with a remark- 
able contraft which I have obferved be- ' 
-tweentwti great natrons (the French and 
En^fh) : ,the afFe6iation of young p?ople 
in France ilitducated, is..that of boifterous ' 
F 2 vmirth, 

591807A 
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fDirthj^ind of ardefit and ^qffionate fenfibi* 
Ikyi the young people, of Eqgland,. on 
the contrary, ^ffcft to fiicw.a contetnpjjaous 
indifierence, an extreme cpldnefe, and 
always to wear an air of negligence and 
abfence* 

The firft kind of ^ffcaation holds fbiilt 
abfurdities much more ftriking, ibnt it 
cannotinfpire averfion* The. fecond fiir- 
niQies leis fubjed for ridicule; but ofFenfitc 
6t)m its haughttneis we feel inclined to 
hate it. Youqg people have been too oCcen 
told, that even in ^ir maoner of liftening, 
they may fticw intelligence and .good fenfel 
I wi(h to give tfayem a caution on this 
hpad which perliaps they have never yeC 
^ heard : it is^ that the ^e£^tion ofliftening 
v^ih an idr ^pf te;^^^ produces preciOjr 
the contrary effeflr. 

An artificial play of countenance is ai^ 
Jijmed, of which all the movements are 
forced \ a look is called up> meant for one 
of approbation, but it is* ooly fawning ; 
.this.tmise flattery ibldom fucceeds ; people 
of this charader often imagine they per. 
ceivc wit where none has been difplayed^ 
they ixnile or lauj^ in the wrong place, 

becaufe 
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liecaufe it is ahnoft always ac little jokes in 
ficicty to which they 'have not the key, or 
at alltiGons which they cannot comprehend* 
In a-^word». ioftead (jf evincing fcnfe or 
dclifcacy, -they have the^air and expreffioA 
of fimpletoms. 

' Hov^ marry people would fparc thcm^ 
feives from ^mbarraflment, pain, and ridi- 
culc, were, f hey to affijftftothing/but leave 
nature to adtf' How attiiable would ~they 
be even with a limited Iharc of intelligence, 
were they-alvmys modeft, ingenuous^ and 
natural.- ., 

Iris in Frince very proplei'ly ' recomi 
menfd^ 'to young • peopfe on their firft 
ciiR'anc?e^iaio^ the world, to Ihew rcfpcdk, 
attcntig^n,; and ian citretee^defercnce to old 
age, partleukHy to o!d ladies.- Iris they 
who ft>TOp~^- re^JUtatiorf of tbife n&vues. 
Who are - never, impartially judged 'hy I bar 
p^ers. Old ladies cannot be fufpefted of 
partialities of a tcrcain naiurc^V their words^ 
like thofe of the Sybils, arc taken fot 
oracles r they decide with iovereign aiidigr^ 
rity on tte merit«o^ youth, their^difpofuions 
and perfonal advantages, on their wit, 
fenfe> and poKtenefs ^ they pronounce what 
F 3 they 
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liicx^rc, a6d prc45a what tbcy.flaallbc. 
Xhcy .ar<f. fcldoi© mahHwifv^ocl always 
Viatel: with im}>lkit crcdici their. foffrage 
tbtn rmift be <rf the jutmoftv^e, Bcfidcsi . 
young pjeopk) of mtupl gpod fen^ may 
enjoy . muclv real .plcafurc in . ^fetic.lbcwt Jf f . 

.w«^ldi. whfc^ . they could , not fi> qiMckly. 
ai^^tin to:eU6wli«rt«v, ADJol4i^y.who,por- 
feflr^s. beiKrvolMc^e oC fmd^ ftrftigth.of. 
umierft^xxims^^Md whef has pafl^ her^tilis 
at cojirc or jo-^hc great worlds Ju^itjaJice 
power.to glvie advice ao^ InflraAiefis (a^ 
youth pf tlie aaoft ufefid k^dy , and wj^ch 
they .would :OOt fiod io tfookn.. IJ{K:raxbii 
whoicK ]^e i:^^vcriatioap| Pj^fi>ns of ^chis 
^tefcription Is in ^g^er^k tr^ly^^Jaietscftki^ 
iffodn the aouifing. aMi:dotca and rcfuied 
^cdslcrvatj^ns wittuwlu^hHabpund^* 

ifi gc^cr^ ic fl)ould be 0icivn..on}y.by. 
police auenu^ns^^and in ,a.^ton«: p^coUnrly 
r^rpe^uL ^ A. young;, ia9an..appears ia st 
very uiigracefiri .point of ykw^ if he fpc^* 
.tpa womanin as high i^tcmt oi- voice fod . 
v^ith^ manner as ,dile<^9£cd as when he 
addi»0^OQi&Qf hisawin.&ju., A peculiar 

delicacy 



lA BReVSRE THI LESS. lOJ 

delicacy of rcfpc6l is obfcrvcd in fpeaking 
to kings and princes : it is a mark of true 
good tatle and a poliihcd mind to ufe the 
ftimc to womert, A perfon of wic told " 
Le Kftin^ th« fsmous aAof, (hat on the 
i^Age he alone knew bow tofpiak io women; 
bcc^ufe in efie(5t bis tone, hU countenance, 
his addrefiy in a word, hia whole foul 
ieftned then to foften i all Ipoke deference 
and reipe^L But betides all thia^ thofe 

' direft praifea, thofe infipid compliments, 
all that ^nmeanmg jargon called gallantry 
irfome of our wbrft novels, has long 

' been cut of fafliion i this language offends 

' iK^mefi of any delicacy > and even coquettes 

ihtmfclvesj^fo greedy of admiTadon, are 

only plcafed with it when they receive it 

* ' in^ireftly f dity dclpife that grofs adulation 

conveyed in plain terms, as too unpoliflhed, 

too vulgar for them to be flattered by it. 

A wi(h to oblige is without doubt a 

very amiable qujflity in focicty, but it re ^^ 

qtsircs difcernment to know where to flop, 

"" and not to obtrude our good offices officii 

oufly and out of dmc. 

Arthur, now fifteen years old, is the 
b^ft boy in the v^orld, alway* ready to offer 

^ " ' '^ r 4 1 is 
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his fcrviccs, to run, to fly to oblige^ hur 
unfortunately he dots not take time to rc-j. 
fkR, and is as raih as officious. Is ^ 
commiffion given to another,^ he feizes^ 
hold of it without knowing ivhat is to be 
done or faid, and even- without afking ta . 
be informed of it; he is called tp,, begged 
to dcfift, but he is. already gone- If tea i% 
to be made^ he muft alfoaffifl: in the mak- ^ 
ing of itj he overthrows the cups, fpills 
the boiling water, and fcalds- two or three . 
of the company ;, he. takes upon himfclf \ 
wherever, he goes the , charge of ftirnng 
the fire and fiiuffing the candles, and , 
^arcely ever fails to fill the roornYuU qf 
fmokc,, orto extinguifti the lights: i*vt'^?\ 
bell CO be rung, he flies^ like an arrow...* 
towards it, tumbles overand breaks every-, 
thing in: his way, and fcizes hold of the- 
Cord with fuch force and impctuofity that 
he fhaps it afunder, A lady lets her fao-.. 
drop, he haftcns to ftoop for it at the fame . 
time that fhe docs ; fhe has already got . 
hold of iXj bur he fnatchcs it from her that 
he may prcfcnt it to her, and in rifing he 
gives her a great knock on the headi; 
which difcompofes her hcad-drefs, and. 
raifcsa bump oa her forehead. 

la 
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fn his rage for obliging, he would Be , 
* rekdy to put any one* to death who' (hould, 
dHpiite his perJFormancre of a commrffion; • 
•arid It is chiefly the ^ mortal ftar hecntei*- 
taiiis, that he fliall be'deprivcd of the pkd- 
iiire of rcndcrirtgfom'c fervi^e, tliat makers 
his movememsfo rough -and precipitate, 
Jt is above all the dcfire that "he mafy have 
the credit of perfbrmittg^ good'X)ffice, that ' 
aftuates him, not that it fhoukt be 'per- 
formed ; that IS but a falfei or it beft but ' 
an' imperfefb kind^ of - courtefy.- Real 
cotirtefy is comp6fc4 deKberate, fteady; 
it is never importun«tt,^'and always amiable* 

Of ^ all mania^,- that which renders pco^ ' 
pte themoft wearifome in ifocietyis the ' 
'making thcnrlchres' and their aflfairs ii fre- 
quent fubjeft^of -cortverfation % and of all - 
faults the moS: infoppott^e' (and thisalfo 
pix)ceeds'f rom'^rrogance) is the wi(h il wayS 
td-appear in- the right'' A perfon of this 
charafte/ unfortunately too <:om^A lays ■ 
afide all franfcncfi ahd fincerity," and nc- 
' ccfla'rily pra^tifcs the tooft t)droui duplicity^ - 
does he commit an oHtncei inftead of 
^'confetTing it ingenuouOy, he vaialy tor- 
ments himfelf for fubterfugcs todifguifc it;^ i- 
F 5 .. th©^ 
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the moil fubtlc e^^fions however only. ^- 
gravate the wroogj and the offtnckd per^ 
fon at laft becomes jufily irriut€;d, not at 
the. original ofi^nce^ whicK perhaps wsig. 
t only a triSc, but at the obftioaey with which 
U was deni^^d^ or tho feliehoods which. were 
cefoTtcd to in order to conceal it , .^\ 
Toung people who reflcdr^ and wfach 
pofleis fuperiour fenfe and gcnius> . ought to* 
look upon their Hrft: entrance into a^ive^ 
life as a ching of very fcripus importance, 
FcqIs only anticipate the plcafurc of vifitj^. 
pat^ic amufementS; and ball^ i; but thofe- 
who thii^ rationally wUl^coofidcf in. another 
point. of view tiiat memorable asra, whtw 
firon^tbe bofom of their fiuniliesthey fbaUt 
biQ a^iBitted; into the claisof citize ns^, tiiere 
^ form Jink3 of the great ibcial chaiiv 
This idfca.is not {armed to^fitt the iinagjna>*^ 
itioa wkh on\f vain and frivolous objc^t%. 
itihould infpire the mind with nobk jajid' 

TN world oighir to be conndemdv.^* 
imrwnie ft^hooil^ where we fhaU meet anp 
ififii^^ number of bad fchciarsy, apd cveo^ 
.qfwrMglfacJbiers.;, but where are al&itobe 

I whO' 
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^0 may be deceived becaufe they are mcir, 
burr who will never diftribute rewards or 
crowiis of merit to fcily or to barefaced 
Vice. ^ 

WiUiami my young friend, how have 
76U CQT^duifted yourfelf at the univeHity 
of Oxford ? you have attached yourfelf 
particiifariy to thofe profefllons famed for 
their virtues^ and ekteiifive condition; you 
liave' confulted them, and followed their 
adl^ces you h^veformcd conneAioos only -^ 
with thofe wife ftudents who arc ftcady^in ^ 
ihdir piKftiit «>f k nowledge j you - ftiun ^ 
thcibciety of thofe of a contrary defcrij)^ 
tioh r yo€^ btar away all the prizeiof Irte- 
rarf feme, and you are held a^ as a model - 
Soifi yctong men of yoiir age r very well; 
When you eome forward In the gay world 
of Lohdon>i5onduft' yourfelf in the feme 
m^tmcr^' - and you *will have the iamc ^ 
fudceis* - 

Propriety of cbnduft oh o&r firflr intro- ' 
dudion in^ the world,- b ib much the more 
important as it has an inBuenCe on all our 
future lives. : The firft impreffionsi^ whether ' ^ 
good or badj- are never eafily ciSacedi 
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On our firft fltp> my foi^» inihe world's maze 
Depends the colour of our future days j 
Let ridicule, with pointed finger, fneer, 
Th* impreffibn's fixed — itt vain eacti^addedyear 
Correcfts thofe errors which her voice arraigns t 
The prejudice deep-rooted ftill remains : 
S\ifpicioneyesaJkancc the change new-wrought> 
And retrofpedlive cites the long-paft fault : 
Even hoary age oft meets the fettled fcorn 
Of youthful follies, thus unheeded bo^ii*. 



CHAP. X. 

0/ Infip'tdtiy. 



It does not depend upon barfelves ^tWne 
toibc wiity and ingenious, that is to lay, to 
poflcfs an agreeable and origmal turn of 
wit : but with reflexion and exertion wc 
may get the better of that tirefomc • m- 
fjpidicy which fenders a comntercc with 
inany people in the world fo unpledantly 
dull, although in other refpecffs they may 
bfc perlbns of very clear and (bund under- 
ftaiidings. Ihfipidity proceeds in general 
fifooi one of three caufcs : from a fiftldi 

* From tl^ Jndifrut of Voltaire. 

apathy. 
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^J)athy, from the filly habit of inceflintly 
repeating favorite and common place ex- 
preffionsi or laftly^ from a laxity of or-. 
ganization^ which makes a perfon mecha- 
nically imitate all which they fee others do. 
I' have remarked that in general, people 
extremely infipid have in/ reality no charac- 
ters aod it is indolence and idtenefs whicit 
caufes this void t they will not take the 
trouble cither tok>ok or to reflcdti they fee 
with the cyesof ethers, and think as they do ;: 
they let all their facukies deep, and arrive- 
at the end of their career without having 
ever been ihemfelvc;^ for a fin^ inftant of 
their lives. Men, who of all creatures 
feems the n>oft formed tabe kd, has how- 
.ever ftill this in his charadker y if he had na 
.one to guide him^ he would karn to go> 
and make his way by himfelf. 

Young people ought certairdyto be 
difPdcnt (rf their own judgments in effcn* 
tial points j they (hould confolt and pay 
deference to the advice of their fuperiors 
in wifdom : it is not becoming in them to 
decide in an authoritative tone on any 
fubjeft; but in an infinite number of litde 
things of a frivolous and arbitrary nature^ 

• \^ they 



ehcy ought to acctiftom chemftlvcs to 
judge from their owntafte V and above alt^ 
never to pratfe and expr^fi dilapprobadon 
but when thty arc charmed or dtfpl^afedp 
and not on the word of others* ^ 

Ceiarina i».the moft mfipid young peribir 
of my acquaintance ; as (lie- ntver confultt 
either her underftftfidm^ or her hearty (h^ 
has nothing ipore than a faftious or bor* 
rowed* exiftence. She is not an animated 
creatures ihc'^is merely a phantom, %, 
fhadowy a nothing. . She has none of t^ofe 
primai^y emodons which ^rihg from the '^ 
foul V fhe muft confuk others to know whac 
fixe ought to think f ftie feels only by re- 
bound. Relate to he^a trait c^ the mo(t 
ibblime virtuej Oie looks aitxmd heri aacF 
never pronounces an opinion till ihe has 
found out that o( the reft of the company; 
does (he hear a faliy of the moft rifible 
and comic nature, (he ne^r evenf fmikj^r 
before d^e has lieard (bmc <»ther pcribnr 
laugh. Her (eniibility a^d her gaie^ arc^ 
a depofit in the hands of |hQ(e who fur« ^ 
round her, they may difpofe iA themf as thiey 

She 
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.She \m rcady'-mada jf4dgm9nts to prp» 
^vce on particular occa(k>ns ; (he will tell ^ 
j^ that the tragedies of Racine zxt^veryt 
^ff^^i»gw~ very interie^iing ^ that thofe of 
CornciBe arc v^ry >Z»^. Afk her no fur*' 
fher^ Ihe has very lifctle memory js and thii^ 
n all ihe basbeea able to learn by heart; % 
£ac caonoc retain parckularsi, when fhe is ^ 
a li(cle older fhe will have acquired a few 
more common^placc fcntencc&^en the fame ' 
iiibje^ which ihe will repeat with the fame 
fidelity^ 

Ceiarxna^ fbUowS' the fafhion^' with, the 
mo^ fcrupulous exafincfs, not from co- 
^luctry ;,.tHit moft ladies had left off under 
j^cdcoac$>3 therefore uuder petiicoats wen 
JufirfiuQus^ Were they to lay afide, even 
the light draperies, which; they ftill.wear, 
€e&riiia^> thoi^. naturally modefl:,. would 
not Hell tate to do the fame.. Muft we not 
jdo. as others do? this perfuafion might, 
oariy- people of thi& imitadvc turn very 
Sax* A. very paiofuland embarraffing cir- 
^umftaace fot Ceiarina is^ if fhe is at any 
^me» t^chance,.. forced to make a choice- 
Sot herfclf, even in things of the moft. tri- 
via}, nature, for inftance>. to 6x on muflin 

for. 
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fdr a rob*, Ihie implores in vain for advice^ .^ 
and not having fuccecdcd in obtaining it 
flic cannot decide; Choofe for yoiirfel^ 
IS repeated to her ; take the handfomcftj 
that nioft to 7oar tafte, - ^be bandjomejl ! 
that is fo vague ! and ivbdi peafes mt mojt f 
what cati I dO[ ^ Cefarina has not afinglc ^ 
tafte of her own ; (he unfolds and rumbles - 
over everjr piece; do^ you fiippofc' fhe is. ^> 
examinii^ them ? not at all; flic is endea- 
vouring 10' read in the countenances of [' 
others what they like bcft; (he would "^^ 
extort that important advice which they ' 
Ttfbk to give her. Her coufin Sophiaf, , 
who is allowed to' have a very good taftei \^ 
has her eyes fixed on a particular picce^ .; 
Cefarina is inftantly decidcdi and therobe ^; 
i? bought. 

Is a party made, to go to thfe readmgof^^ 
a work already highly praifed, Cefarina^ as ^ 
qthcrs do, draws her chair as clofc as (he 
can to the reader, and it is curious to ob*- • 
fcrve her applaufcs; KKc a -machine ihfc 
fcems to be moved by fome fecrct fpring : 
In the hands of the perfon whom fhe looks 
up to as her oracle. If the work is of the ^^ 
pathetic kind^ flie draws out bcrhandker- 
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chief as Ihc fees others^do, but k is to wipe 
eyes '* unconfcioi^i of a tiar!^ She repeats 
firoin time to, time in a low voicej ihat is 
charming, hw enchanting^ &c. at the feme 
time endeavouring to conceal a number of' 
fiifled yawns. 

The general converfaiion of Cefarina is' 
very obliging,, for it MzSl approbation. / 
think juftfo'j (^nd Ttooiit is very true i that 
is quite juji : this is pretty nearly what may^ 
bC;.collc<ftcd of Yitv no meanings. How- 
ever, flie occafionally mingles with thefe* * 
fentences fome remarks on the temperature ' 
of the air, on the coM, the hear, the rain,. 
&c. .You may fee her every day of the • 
year, and >h>u wJU never hear her utter a 
iyllable niorc intcrcfting. 
. .Should Ccfarina at fome future happy 
period fofp the re folution of entering into 
herfclfi and of thinkings (he would be 
much aftoniflicd to difcover that uncon- 
fcijpuily (he had^^ till ' that moment, been 
gullcy of an uninterrupted feries of felfc- \ 
hood i that (he has not yet begun to live, / 
and that ncverthelcfs (he poflefles all the 
rcquifites to enable her to feel, to compare, 
and to judge.. She woiild be fenfible that 

thus 
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thus alienating her intellt&ual Yacukies^ ss^a - 
folly more ftradge than that of a nan who> . 
from iazincfs and ta' fparc himfelf the 
rriiuble of walkings IhoukI for ever coa» 
demn himfelf to Jead' the life ot a ^riffit 
in a bowL The pleafures of tb« mind art 
the aoft exquifite^ the mod varied, tad : 
the fweeceft of all pleafures $ and the €n^ 
}oymcfltB\ which have th^ir fourte ifi thfr 
fouli thofe aloiie which urt purt and de*^ 
Itoioi^^ In a word> Ceiarilu would> leara ^ 
that it is degrading? theldigalcf^ofhumai^ ^ 
natural to devote it to this Ihameful date -' 
of vegetatiooi and that an automaton^ • 
which eucA ^eUr:gttided is but a ti)tibin#* 
and infipid pbjeft> would become con* 
tcmptible^ and even mifchievous, ifchao^-- 
h^dthrown ic into vicious bandit . 



CHAP;^ 



Cf<fi^Jifdgmi»UyQfCMumnjf^ .and of. a 
". liferarjf Career. 



kSch 



sMtiPTum td^vStJ^ JOc^i^not, tbdrjs- 

Supreme Wifdom hasfouiKlihis precept*^ 
£i importaot^ chat a promiie has been an^-^ 
J nexed lo it^ which ihauld the more-eogage^ ^ 
^t^ ta an obfervaiifce o£«it; and^imwkii^. 
ftandiDg we judge commuallf! on the de^^ 
cckful word of. the. wicked,^wc are inccf-. 
failtJy ihfe. ecb^ oTcalutiiQ^^ and our-owft 
judgnieots are full.of /pariiality j we xii^ 
dcife miJiofe^wcdaiKiC love^what^pear^ 
to us a grace V or a virtue in .^ur frieads i^ 
we are uajiJft and; croel^ oRcn from ^ietjr , 
of heac^* withoiit pa^n .and without ^ in* 
lerbft.: . Such ace the.gepcraittjrof ntxa**^ 
kiod with whom wexnk^in^ fbciety; the 
grcaceft misfortune is not that .of becoming ^ 
^crr vti5tim« but^ re&mbling them. .. 
f Young people, ihould; accuitom ^them». 
Iklvcs Jto. feel ho^Hf very bcaotifid it is, how 

"^ §PCat 
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great it is, to be invariably juft and cquir- 
able, and theyfhould alfo know that this 
precious virtue cannot be poflcfled whilft 
wc arc inconfidcratc or fight, or whilft we 
allow otrrfclves to be 'ruled by ariill un- 
derftood felf-teve ; I hy iU Jinderjlood^ for 
an enlightened felf-!ovc would place glory 
in being, fcquitahfc, bccaufe troe^glory can- 
alone be found in the pra6Hcc of virtue. - 

Yt)UtH biirns^'^ftfi the de fire of being 
remarkable^ of-Kliftinguifliingitftrlf J and iB" 
is continually, dn'oi^ choice,: throun intor 
thse moft defpicable and vulgar^hrong ; ic * 
caters the tiK>ft beaten p^bsi and thefe are^ 
never the • moft honourabte' and furc 
Tiierc are a >number of elegant phaetonsy 
beauti&l horfes, oiagniiiceht habits, foperbr 
hodes, fo that the poflciHon ofall thcfe 
cannot iexoite- the- fin^rife of fpedlators r 
but unite to youth (biidpriiit^les, talents/ 
a^ virtuous, and ^i& condu€^ r ahr ! be thenk 
fore that you wiJlrbr remarkable and dif- 
tioguifbe^'in a-maiiRer which cai> alone be;- 
fleering.: 

There is no man of letters mwiiing thisf 
title, who has not from bis youth, andofteiv - 
ftom his in&ncy^ ihewa a diipofition and a« 

uftc - 



lafte forlitcrature^ thus amongft my readers 
of fourteen and fifteen years old, there wUl 
farciy be fonod a great many who purpofc 

> to confecrate themWves, one day, to the 
(iody of the beUes letlres, 
'. It is to thetn^l addnefe Ais. chapter* 
It is. to you above alh young and dear 
Helmine, ^bp have teftificd fo much con^ 
(idence in me 5 ;it U to you I am go ing to 

: Ipeak. But ^Hat^is my intention ! How f 

, ftall I difturb the peace ;aftd ferenity of 
BJiat, pure and innocent foul, by tearing 
afidc the dclufive veil which hides the fu«* 
ture; I am going.to teach you thatyou are 
to expcft ' injuftice, cnieky, hatred, and 
calumny 1— — However, it is tooneceflary 
up know thi$ forrowful^truth ! 
. Helmine^ you ^ill have great talents 1 
the education you receive^ and *your firft 

- cflays promiic as «iuch'*. 

You wUl be. celebrated notwidiftanding 
your fincerc prqjedt. of] remaining unknown, 
.A 

•' Helmine is bred up by a mother as enlight- ♦ 
cnedas fhe is tender. iSenius and talents are 
tlie hereditary gifts in his family ; the grand- 
mother of Helmii^ has left a very celebrated 
^tioliedion of poetry in.<Sei;inany. ; . 



y»u will be <0kiratidi fom^ yO«f fSal 
^en, prepare it ta^tffein you ^\^ CQwrage 
againfl ^11 cbc^nyijiiOBaed fli^fes of 4^nftHr« 
andcahjmny; fee warned %efori^*5fld> ^nd. 
'^ou will neichcr'bc fw pfifed nac ^qynig©4 
by thcoa. Ttey wttl t)cgp(i 'l^ difput^ 
y«Br v©rfi?s j - tbpy ' *iU aisnta(»th« ^cy ' 

them lyhhoMt ciAer FC^n pf sjirf^ i ftn4 
when, nacwt€h(tendiiig%)ltj^fie smt^tU^ 
70ur Ikemry rcpue^n fl\^ll -bf>pcifei^ 
«ft»WiSie^ 1tb«fe nitt fuccocd fawci, »«i 
-your pe/fpn be cftlwipiitted. . 

Have ^y aot feW iha? Segfjji«^ '^i^j 
nqycr puM^d withgyf im i^f»e MjT: 
W€tfkpf wiiwd ffwiwieiit, had ^fecrgc-.' 
« nerofity - to give, h^ 'T^Hm^s af Cli^s • to. 
IVI^oine diiHF^yeii^^? hawtl^^y n(» f^d, 
during ten ^e8T% ?hJU: si We^k km bU p«ft 
^ to the immortal'Bu^^d ? and th^t a Cb^fr. 
f reu¥ oos^po^d th^ k^miy&A traigediet ^ 

And as for other odious pieces of injuT- 
ticc, they are ftiH more inevitable. F^ne- 
4qn wasperfccuce^, 4"4% I^^V^Rg ^li^fS ^ 

him^ to be accu&d xJi icigr^titude and 

' wicfcedncfsj 
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"lyioliedncrs ! nofhifig w^6 feen in that p9r- 
../eft niQMl but iTiiiliciou* iHufioni;^ in th« 

- fwintings, 1b wjsll traced aftd fo wftftil^ 
>l»aihing bin: i^tirical portwcs. His vi^orki 
^ wrrc torn and burlcfqucd, fcis manners atr 

. tacked 1 The greit C^rneillct that incora- 
/*f>arable genius and creator of the theatre, 

.was he fheltered from the nioft unj«(J: 
s ccp(iire ? ^ body of which hq inia? the prin-^ 

xipal glo^ry^i had the bafcn^G; in order lo 
. fileafe thofe wha^eovied him, to crkiciie 
^.^ibfurdly one of his Gae& works» and 
V juafterpiece afterwards ! * 

. liacjne few fradpit^vcfi^i and iifibdia 

condemined, . which -m'^ not brought up 

igain until after his death. 

What bitter railing has not the exccHer^j^ 
, the wirpitahje work' o^f^ S^y}^^. prQ- 

:dH€P^? 

, If we read the moll moderate critidfrii, 

- th?t oiVigfieul ^arvillf^ which is placed 
^ifl (eycral additions at the end ^ jji? Cha* 

radcrs, wt fhall ther^ perceive the mdft 
fc'rpypkjng infinccnty, the bl,^ckeft calumny, 
, attacking with fuFY and turning into ridi- 
;.cule by turns the.authpr of the bpok, in 
^ the end declaring that this work has only 

icen read k%^y&\X is ^ Ubd^ 

J.B. Rouflcau, 
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J. B. RGuiTeauy'thcgreatcftof onrpoet^^ 
«nd vidtim of a horrible calumof, (fo 
well known to be fuch after his death,) was 
x>bliged to Bv, to emigrate, and iinifhed. 
his unfortunate days in- a (Irange countrjr. 
He had much occ^pn to exclaim i. 

But 'twill be faid, in this untoward age. 
Is there no fpotlefs virtue, no rare talent 
"That enVy will not wound ? Yes, pardo'n'me^ 
'One merit'ftill cxifts, at Which her '^fliafts 
Arc never ppinted; hemay fleep fecute 
• Free from her malice w ho poflefles it ! 
What is it then ? 'tis Mediocrity — * > 
» « • # • « # 

Let all your adlic^m hold the middle courfe, 
^or rife fupferiof to the commo'h herd ; 
l$o (hall the world fkid Goumgetoirommend you ; 
So (hall its malice reft from all offence ; 
iBut if you (bar to emuiehce itublime, 
l?repare to irifeet its keenfeft, deadlieft hate x 
£ach heart (hair envy then, each tongue afiail 
you** 

A work ni^ight be made as voluminous 
as intereding upon the melancholy fubjeft 
of perfecuted genius and talents. 

We can only free oiirlelves from this 
misfortune by cabals and intrigue, which 
muft be foppo^cd by an aflBuent fortune. 

» Epiftles by J. B. Rou(reau. 

It 
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'* It was ' thus Voltaire became xleificd 

-during his life j he \ flattered and encou- 

^ged, he augmented the/ .iicentiousncfi 

Jafld corruption of his age, a certain mean* 

df jgaining the greateft number of. parti- 

fins ; he was prod^al of flattery and adu- ' 

vlation-to kings, to princes, and to tfcc 

great ; he lied, he purchafed • fuflfragcs ; he 

praifed^- witlioutOTcafure,' his admirers arid 

creatures,;' he tore the ctiarafters, and ca- 

.Jumniated/ people of worthy and all men 

who united fowdnefs of morals to talents ; 

, ' in fine^ he made himl^f the chief of a party, 

and- whit ar party 1—— : 

What then was the refult of this bafe- 

rJefs and art, -a^f^g^ng as it was odious^ 

-a?id criminal, and which' lafted fiJtty years ? 

V^ltairetcrminatcd anbydeilroy ing morals^ 
hfe^^as, dniing hi^ life, the idol qf ^atheifts 
and4ibertines i aflors crowned his buft on ~ 
the ftager courtiers condufted KVfuneral > 
obfcqaies, bktt by the- virtuous he was con- 
temned, and hisrticmory'difhonored, Jt* 
•wmild be even better to fuffer injuftice, and 
to5 buffer to the tomb, rather than efcape 
from It by fijch means. * * 

. Q . •> ^ Thus 
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Thus then, whoever holds thcprcg«6b 
of confccrating their ftudics and their life 
to letters, fliould examine theorftlyes well 
before- hand. If they fhould be wc^ and 
timid chara6ler$, eaQly difcouraged, tec 
them beware pfcfltering tha(* dangerous 
career, where they would be the mofl; un- 
fortunate of all beings : ever deceivedj al- 
ways irritated, often unfteady in their 
principles, facriHcing morality and truth 
to the defirc of pleafing and the hope of 
fuccefs; profaning and even degradii^g 
their talents in the vain fearcK aft? r the 
reputation of a day ; lofing that renowa 
and true glory which belongs only to thofe 
authors who, condufted by the folc interefts 
of virtue, do not contradi6t or belie 
themfelves ; but in all times and all places 
direfting themfelves towards the fame end* 
and difplay the fame principles ^d the f^me 
fcntiments^ 



gmap. 
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CHAP. XII. 

.Qf fraternal Friendflbip. 

JLrfovE only cxifts in the imaginatfon 5 wh«t 
javincibly proves this is, as I haveelfe- 
wherc faid*, that mankind fteareft ap- 
proaching to the date of .nature, fav^g^s?, 
and country peopk, know not What we 
pafi the great faffwn, Whilft on the croft- 
itrary, it is at <iourt, in capital cities, as alft> 
upon our theatres, that love plays fo great 
a part. La Rochefoucault ingenioufly 
fays . with much truth, " there are people 
« who would never have been in kvt^ if 
** they bad not beard it fpoken of I n- efitft, 
the very falfe idea, that it is neccflary to 
experience one pajfion in ouf lives, is 
enough to prove the illufion. 

All fentiments which we cannot preferve 
during life, do not proceed from the fcuL 

Sentiments produced only by the heat 
of imagination, areas dangerous as frail; 
virtue ftiould fear, and wifdom preferve 
us from them. 

* In Adelaide and Theodore. 

G 2 Fricndlhip 
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Friendfhip is a noble and real fentiment ; 
the fourcc of it is pur^,. and fprings froxn 
the heart. 

The ancients, foingcmoii$ in^ their em- 
blems, gave as a dc;vice for friendship thefc 
jwords ; ^^far and near^funmer and wUUer*-^* 
jtneaning; to >exprers, that being of * aU 
Ji^afoos its charms equaUy the radiant days 
pf youth aiid the Jaft moments of life. 

Without doubt the^true iriends of you^g 
.perfons of vbothfcxes, the ploft neceflary, 
xhe moft tender they /:an.have, ire the 
^apthorjs x)f their days.Tr— ^However it, i$ 
ft^ll natural they (hould defire. a friend of 
their own age, ^a ^companion Who may^ 
thpugh unable* to guide them, in the career 
pf life, , at. lead. ioUow tHem to its conclu- 
fion ! 

. 9ut. bow difficult is It to make fuch. a 
jchoice, and hpw lad to be deceived in 
making one! Young .and without expc- 

• Theancientsdidnociaeprefentitas wedCf by 
ayoathinithecharacTlerof fpring: they defigned 
ir by tKe reprefentation of lujnmer, which prp*- 
duces the irrft/rw///: an idea much more juft.- 
becaufe it appears that as the fpring produces 
only flowers, // fliould only, rep refent the age df 
adoleicence. 

. Ticncc 
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rf^nce/ your wifb for a young friend \ how 
oY where can you find fuch ? the friend you 
jcek has hot yet attained' a reputation ;.. 
who can anfwcr for his chara^cr ? ^lle 
vlrcucs of his parents? and can- you be' 
certain' he inherits them? arc you Vac-' 
qliaihted wich the particulaf^ of his educa- 
tion' and' whether he may have profited 
by It? In fuppofing his education good," 
and his principles the laihe, are 'you* cer- 
tain 'fre may have firmntfs enough to prel 
fefve them atwiy^ ? Do you know hish^arr, ' 
his charafter, his 'taftes, and'his ttattihal ' 
defers ? . 

You would then at hazai'd chobfc*an at* ' 
liahce; you would chopfe a friend, as you 
Wjuld a lottefy ticket f but if you fhould 
btfabiffed and deceived by agr^eesble ap- ' 
pearances, and place your 'confidence irt ' 
9 weak arid defpicable objeft, what dhagrinf ' 
art you -preparing for yodrfclf, and what' 
dangers arc you exjx^cd to!— But if 
you fhould have a brother, ah 1 could you 
feck a Ijctter friend j an alliance fo fweet, ' 
Ib'facrcd, does it not affhrc. you of this? ^ 

Such is the frietid you dtfirc^; ftatUre 

gi^es him to you -, know then how to ap- 

03 preciatc 
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predate the blefling.— Bred up together^ 
the fame education, the fame principles^ 
the fame intcrefts^ the fame affcdions unite 
you ; what other friend could you know 
fo thoroughly P what other friend would 
partake like a brother your happtnefs> your, 
gricifs, your uftc, and all your fentimcnts ? 
He muft with you refpeft the objefb of. 
your veneration -, he muft think and aft 
asjpudo; his exterior even is conformable 
to yoiirs : if you are ]n afflidion^ he is noC 
permitted to give bimfelf up to diffipa- 
tion I if you are obliged to wear the f )r-- 
rowful garb of mourning, he muft alfo do- 
th^ fames your. names arc alike;.. your 
birth and" common anceftOTS eftabliffi bcr 
tw^cn you the tpoft perfcdl equality ; he 
cannot fignalize his days without honour* 
Jn^^yP"rs5 all in his. charadler retraces and 
defcribes a fecond fclf,. every feature, even 
the found of his voice! — ;— Oh! what 
friend (hip can have the iame charms^ per- 
fcflion; or be fo Iccure as that of fraternal 
friendfliip? It is an abfurdity to boaft fo 
mivch of fricndlhips^ formed at colleges and 
fchoolsj and yet that fraternal friendlhip 
ftiould be regarded fo lightly. We pique 

our^lvcs 
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burfelvcs on the ftriftnefs of our fidelity 
towards the companions of our infancy, 
and \vc feel no fuch ft ntiments towards our 
trothcrs and fifters, 

• I krtchV- hothing more inconfiftcnt or 
tmnatural ; and it h not the pjetence of a 
partkifrafr fympathy which makes the un- 
juft preference -, the conformity of mind 
m/i ch^f'aSter haS nothing to do in the 
cafe;' «Jo not we eadi day hear repeated, 
i mH dUnche'i to Jacb a one^ becaufe our conr 
neHion is daiid fitted our infancy f This 
fcifon»^Iorie ftems fuffidenti 

I ha<rebng remarked, that in general 
•all' tlieftf- pretended friendfliips are nothing 
mttt than -frivolous connexions, founded 
Solely on Htde fcores of vanity. 

Fiorina Was educated at * Panthemont ; 
Ih^ bad the'i^e two mod i-ntimafc friends, 
Argentina^ zwA Alicia; the firft was in- 
finitely more amiable- than the fccond. 
Fiorina alfo, in her heart, gave the prefer- 
ence to Argentina i (he poffeffed bodi Siric 

* A c^ebrated Abbey m Paris, in which'neatly 
.fill I he youi^peribnsiof the qoart- were educated. 

'.04 and 



128 LA BRUYERE THE LESS. 

and good fcnfe^and mjide choiGe of ahuf-^ 
band worthy of hcrfclf j (he married a man 
of merit, who formed the happmcfsof her 
life ', but his name was . obfcurc and his 
fortune bur middlixig. Alidia, who con- 
fidercd nothing clfc in marriage but '.the 
pleafure of having the; fineftliycries and a 
place at court> married , the Ion of a greac 
nobleman, who procured tbcfctwo advao» 
tagcs for hcr.-^ — As foon as Fiorina in her 
•turn was married, and entered the worlds 
/he. re-encountered her t\«^ former com -^ 
panionss fhe fought, and ciikivated with 
thegreatcft attention Alicia,,, become the 
daughter-in-law of a marcfchal of France;, 
fte eftimable Argentina was ncglcftedj 
and veryfoon entirely foigotten. 

Qbferve in the great world aU. connec- 
tions>of this fort, and you will find that 
nearly all fuch ' arc formed from fimilar 
motives. 

Ungrateful towards Providence, fhaU 
. vfc be ever unthankful, ever defpilc the' 
feal blc (Tings fo lavilhly bcftbwed on us, 
if) order to fearch for thof? which are chi- 
merical I W^givc to a ftrangc.friend 

the 
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tbd tender name of fijlerj we wi{h that 
thft moving title (hoidd be the affurancc 
and teftimony of the grcatcft afFeition; 
and we really have an amiaHe filler wh.a . 
poflcfles fenfibility, and who we do not love 
at all! 

Whoever refofcs a frittrnal fricndfliip, ^ 
can they be capable *of experiencing any 
other ? a bad brother; that is to fay, an in- 
different one; can 3ic make an excellent: 
friend ? no, undoubtedly : whoever loves not = 
thofc 'whom- he natiM"ally ftiould> poflcfrcs 
only a falfe fenfibiKty, ' and will never be • 
; worthy of inlpiring a jrue and folid attach- 
mcht. '^ . 



CHAP, XIIL • 

Of'hn elevated 'Rafikj 'and of Princes. ■ 

iD osT«E w=ES at fixteeh ^ years of age dif- 
covers a great deal of wit> with the finefl 
foul; -Son to a fiobtcolan of high rank the 
favorite of a' fovcreigrf,- and himrclf already 
©5'^ . poflcffing 
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ptrflTcfltng the fricnrfftiip oF a yoUrtg prinoe 
the heir tea thfohr, fte condnA^ himfeif 
at prefent accordJng^ to thoft principles 
Which have aduatcd the few vircudiis lUerii. 
who have done honor to courts? and hu- 
manity. 

He knows that the' dtrgracedftfiofe who 
have abufcd their power is inevitable and 
terrible, beraufe ever accbiiipanierf by 
ignominy ; whilft on the comrary» for the 
feirhful and virtuous friends of kings there 
can be jjo faltr, caprice and' mgratitade 
itlay defpoir.them, but cannot , degrade 
them 'y they may quit t-heir places without 
defccnding; titles and honors may betaken 
from them, but they arc in . poffcffion of 
the right which, fhouid obrain themj they 
are bereaved of all ornaments, the marks 
which in general annpunee merit, but they 
ftill poflcfs virtue itfelf. The people dif- 
pcafc towards thrm the tefti monies of 
refpedk due to their fiduations; and* the 
whole nadon agrees irv rendering thenl a 
voluntary and unanimous homage; they 
have loft only illufions, and they^ eiyoy. the 
moflt pleafingreali^ of glory. 

. Sdfthenea 
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Softhencs ufes every effort to inrpire the 
yotinrg prlnCe with the love of literature'; 
when the prince confults him, Softhencs 
replies. Ah ! cbnfult thbfe more able than 
I to ihftrudt you ; confult the tnie coun- 
Tellers of princels ; read good books ; but 
read alone, and with profound attention. 

Softhenes has already among young 
people many who are envious of him, and 
who are his enemies j but he prefcribes to 
himfcif a law of never fpeaking to the 
prince of thofe he does not like ; at leaft 
till he has procured the lateft evidence of 
their dangerous malice^ and* then he in- 
forms the prince,^ not in fecret but pub- 
lickly, by proiducing proofs *which are not 
impeachable ; and even in this cafe he ftill 
exhorts the prince never to condemn the 
accufed perfons without Hearing their dc- • 
fence, bccaufe this principle of equity, 
above all on the part of princes, cannot, 
permit of any exception. 
' Softhche$,* whofe reafoti is fo prentaturc, 
fias already read Fenelon, MaffiHon, artd 
ta Bruyere 5 he has cxtradled from thefe 
alithofi tkcif fineA thoughts On* princes attd 

the 
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the great world ; he has fee down thcfe 
cxtrafts in fmall writing in a fittic pocket 
volume; and has prcfcntcd the young^ 
prince with the fublime coUedion; thus 
fupplying him wFth the power of having 
them always about him^, and of reading 
them over often. •*- 

Among the precious collediron may be 
found the following thought fcom La 
Bruycre : 

." « Tbey fyy fo much ill of this man^ and I 
^' perceixe fo Utile iti him ^ that 1 begin t^ 
*« fufpi£l he pojfejfes a merit fuperiort$ tbofir 
** who lalumniate bim^ 

Softheries has the two mod effcntial 
qualities for ptrfons of aa eltvated rank;,, 
integrity and firmncrs : but w^ can never 
perceive the Icaft degree of obftmacy in 
him i this vice, fir from proving the exift- 
cnce of a charader, clearly denioflftrates 
the want of it. 

Conccitedntls and felf-fufficiency pro- 
ceed from wcakncfs, idlenels, and pcidc,. 
. People will not take die trouble of enlight- 
ening themfclves on different fubjeds^ and 
.they blulb to coofcfs that they may be 

mi(takeR«. 
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niKUkcn, It requires much ftrcngth of 
mind atid probity to frankly acknowledge 
our &ults and our errors. 

In fine, Softhenes defends himfelfagainfl 
all praiie, and from all fhttering^ incon- 
iiderate, (landering perions^ He believeSr 
no ill Without a pofitive probf, never froiti 
fecrct reports and petty informations,, and 
Icls again from libels ^ he quickly fufpe<5U 
CQvy and calumny 5 when he hears people 
of diftinguilbed talents torn to pieces, he 
calls to mind the thought of La Bruyerc 
which I have juft recited* 

May the young prince who is educated 
with Softhenes, ever prefer vc fuch a friendt 

Princes grow weary and yrc fooner thaa 
other men^ becaufe they are in general iU 
educated^ and poffefe fewer j:eiburces> within 
themfelves. All pleadires vani(h quickly 
except thcfe of the mind, which ignorant 
people are unacquainted with. 

Princes have more means than the gene- 
rality of men to gratify all their frivolpto 
.taftesi for which rcafon they arc impaired 
at an early age ; at five-and-twenty they 
have no longer the vivacity which accom- 
; panics 



panles- youth*; th^y ha'i^e only that futility 
vhich betowgs to old ^ge, ancT which their 
flatterers fct forth as a gr^tefuf fevity ; but 
this pretended grace deprives them of all 
confequcflee, aitd makes them to be dc- 
Ipifcd by the pobfic virho expe£t folidity in 
peHbns of an elevated rank. In effcft this 
levity is too frightful in its confcquenccs tO. 
be ple^fing. And princes have fuch an in- 
fluence over the public welfare, that each 
nietfiber has a powerful intereft iii defiring 
they (hould poflcft every virtue. 

It would be infinitely better were a 
prince to be even a pedant than a trifler. 

Pedantry fuppofes always fOffie know- 
ledge, or at Icafl: a pretenfiori to it ; it is 
not Only ekcufable in prirtces, but ap- 
proaches nearly to a merit,- fo much is it 
liked in them riOt to difcover extreme ig- 
norance ; ^hd even to blulh for it, and wi(h 
to hide it. 

A king, who is really fond of ftudy and 
literature, cannOt'be a bad king, fie who 
hafe art' ifverfibrt to futih things cannot 
make a good* One; 

• : Hunting 
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Hearing fliduia not c^lftptey morr of a 
^tivercign'sjticft* than » n«^Eary for extr- 
cife. . An Emperor who paffts bis dap ih 
the cbaft hfis ifif feign: tHis is a Chtnefe 
pn^crb, which it wouk! be wcH to recite 
10 the children of prtncri: 

in monarchies flatferf corfoptsthe king, 
that is to fay, one man only. In republics. 
It corrupts the.pcople^ and confequcntly 
public morals. 

Etiquette is the furcft fafeguard of the 
reputation of princefles. 

A young princefs, who frees. her felf from 
^he fatigues of etiquette, e;cpofcs herfclf 
to the misfortune of being calumniated, 
whatever ift'ay be the innocence of her life. 
Refpe6i makes a confidcraMe part of the 
love which* good princes irrfpirci they are 
not loved really, nor^ Mtich enthufiafm, 
whitft they- are not revered^ Therefore^ 
all which can- dtrrttntfh the rcfp^dl due to 
them, alters and impairs tlic ftrrttirttcnts 
they fhouM infpife. 

JPride atrd haughtlitefs' are ^way s hatefal, 
6ut*dfgnrty may be^ very well alBed with 
gbodrfelsj and m' jirincrs it enhances the 
valiic of their affability. 

Superftition 
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Superftirion degrades prmcesi fincerc 
piety is the only real tcft of the fteadlncfe 
of their virtue* 

People recjuirc that princes fhoUld be 
religiqpsj they, are in the. right: a nation 
governed by impious men cannot. be long 
happy and flounlhing, , 



CHAP. XIV. 

Of free thinkers. 



' 1 HAVE already faid mychpn this fubje^ 
in all my. works, more efp^cially in* that 
intitlcd Religion confidered as the only foun^ 
da(ion of bappinefs and true pbihfopby. 

'Therefore not to repeat my own words 
here, I Ihall liniit myfclf to a few rcfkg- 

] tions, which appear to me pretty new; 

What do we mean by this expreffion of 

free thinkers?^ an itlffiious pcrfon, that is to 

'fey, one who has no bejief in religion, who 

is cither an atheift or a dcift j two thingt 

nearly 
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^earl}^ fjrnonimou^ as tD ^ beficfi-an* abfo-^ 
liiceJy rcfembUbg.ii%rficTeruk. Thc^thcift r 
dcflieft the cxiftcncc-of Godj the dcift : 
has a language Icfe.odibus and leftcxtraya- 
ganc s he admi^ the cxt&ence of God^ bu^ 
he maintains that '--God neither dcfircs . 
wo£fliip. nor prayer; .and that-he^does not 
ioterfcre with, things below. Th^efora 
God with deifts is a&if Jic were (lOt : thus 
to admit of ^God^ .or to deny hiro> i$ abfo* 
lurely the fame thing. ^ 

T^ epithet of /ree thinker is b> title 
thefehave allotted to^h^mielves; becaufd 
they ^pretend, it is a great ftrtngtb: of mind 
to free themfclves frcMn thecyofce of reli* 
gion*-But thispretenfionisabfard. Nevep 
ihotild extreme imprudence nar^^fooliih^ 
tenierity be qualified by^^he appelbtion of 
ftrength of mind, and certainly -the moft > 
impbu§ pcnfon canm>t- deny that it is in* 
finitely more prudent and fure to foHowthc 
dictates « of religioa than to rejedl them. 
They even acknowledge it to be conloling 
and admirable as to its moral tendency ; 
thus. then they unite a crime to imprudence;, 
for it is a crime to wifli td deprive man- 

> . kiflcl 
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kind of the fwceteft coi^folarion, the trtoft 
fublimc hopes, and of veneration for'th^ 
moft pcrfefl: code pf raoraMtjr* Id thk 
idea. and theie mcenfion^, there ijf Aei()ver 
liberality; not ftratgtb of f?iind, rtor r^afofi^ 
nor bumaoicyi there is nothing etfi^bdt fti> 
extravagance laarthy only of chc moft 
profouod. conrcnapt ; but -ta d^nftJAft^fHitf 
the irapnopTietyof ite: ebcpiiefficwv-of /r^^ 
/i^/x^^r, ^che. folbwkg rea^cKtttilg will be 
quite fufficienr* : . ; 

<:■ If dicre be noTiflc in rej^ing re%ioi>^- 
ir caotKK requfrc t./r/»^i tff^hi^J to-gtt- 
free-. ff on* -US' yoke* tf tlitre (feewld-'be^ 
any riic^ it is die: great^ft andi tht th§Qr in- 
comprche»fibk of all folliesi^ td f€J4:<5t it j* 
hecairfc* .wc arc. the» tdiftwbifd: with the* 
profpe£i: of an unteppy ^t^ttiity- 
: Befidts, as-wfi have before faid> wc can* . 
not give chc^pfpclferion'Op/)'^)^^/;^? ofmind^ 
to the rhaft abfiihd e3ttra^afgati(*e. . . • • " 
. Truth may be objured, but canrtot be 
annihilated. ^ • 

NotwhbftandiMg the ^fForg^ of an auda* 
CIOU5 and powerful fe<a> notwithftariding 
rite innuinerable*wpui>ig& -which have over- 
4>read Europe for thefe fixcy years, in 

order 
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orckr to calumniate religion and'itsVotaries, 
they have not been able to turn into 
lidicule the epithet of pious^ nor have they 
had the power of ennobling that of impious : 
thefe words have ftill kept their immutable 
acceptatitons. The atheifts themfel ves look ^ 
upon it as an injury to bear the odious title 
of impious. 

Diderots who in the Encyclopedia had 
no other aim but that of deftroying re**, 
ligion and combating all ideas of Provi- 
deuce, the immortality of the foul^ and 
the exiftence of God j Diderot^ {6 licen* 
tiousj fo profoundly immoral and- impious ; 
Diderot, in fine, author of that ia&mous . 
book intitled, James the Faialift ; even 
Diderot wquld not allow himfclf the title 
of impicuu " /in impious per/on J* hefays> 
*< is one who reviles a God wbosn he adorer . 
^ in bis bear I ; therefor e^ an unbeliever and 
'« ^n impious per/on Jhould^nol be confounded 
«' iogetber*'' . - 

Nothing moft affuredly can equal the 
abfurdity of this definition of the word 

* See in the £acyclopedia he word /«//>»/# 

impious i 
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iapious ; for it cannot be denied, that he^^ 
who aflaflinates is an nffdffm^ that he whcr* 
commits a robbery is a robber \ and that* 
he who is guilty of impieties is impious f * 
but vit^is the manfver in -'Which modern* 
philolopbers reafo«* 

Notwitbftandingall their far^afnft, arU* 
their cabals, all their untruths,* neither^ 
t&cy nor any perlbn dfc cart, nonever ivill, 
be^ablc to give^asan honoifrable^ title ta^ 
any great TOan>* to arty hera, 'the 'furnmne^ 
of imUousi 4>ttt the tide of pious th\^'b^^ 
c.v<r gloFioUs 'and-afficling;^ it will ever* 
awaken in aJl- ^minds^ the ide^s ci juftice,^ 
gpodnefs,^ virtuar Moreover, ♦^nhis- ticK - 
cbofen ,by impio^^s pcrfons^ \\m tide - ir»- » 
vfatcd by thcmfclv^es in ordei< to* ennoble- 
impiety, this title of free thinker is become • 
fo- univerftUy ridiculousv that- it h na' 
longer^ ulcd ,bufi i^^ dcrifion ;. it is nothi«f>g^' 
but a»^pigram> nothing -buc a mockery* 
which they themfelvcs look upon as infult- * 
ing. . . • 

It is thus tchat all;^ pompous- firrnames^f 
which are ufurped end by becoming nick- - 
names andoffcnfivt^ it is thus that the • 

great 
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T great furname of philo(bpher* is degraded 
. every day,, bccaufe. the prefent impious 
, r^ce h^vc ad^c^ced jt, ^d fubftituted it in 
( jhe place pf fnfejbinker. 

^Truc' Jirengfb of w/Wand of ;char^er 
, confifts' in knowing Jiow to refift the tor- 
rent, and in beiqg able, jn the midft of a 
depraved multitude, to prefcrvc. our prin- 
V cjplcs and^our morab. JieaL free ibinhrs 
Jit this day are^ religious.. people. Light , 
. 4nd weak ijiinds , are cafily drawn ofF by * 
. example and by the paffiojis, which, are ^U 
fevQured by impiety. 

Examine w^JlaU unhcjievers, you- will 

iind without exception^ that .they poflcfs 

: no true knowledige q( religion i^t-hat they 

have abandoned .it ^without .having ever 

Oodicd jtj that jhey combat it? principles 

.without undetftaqdin^ them; and that 

they judge of it folcly by the .weakcft and 

mqft pitiful fophifms, .,by . the fupcrficial 

. writings and untruths^ of its dctraftors. 

You will obierve that the. real caufe for. 

, abandoning religion, is the feverity of its 

•* Which fignifies a hver oftwlfdom 

icnorals 
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tnorals, and the convenience of the prin- 
tiples of the modern philofophy. 

Examine thoroughly the life and con- 
dud of unbelievers, you rnay perceive in 
them fome natural virtues j but if they 
' have ftrong pafljons you will never find 
^ thi^m moral ; and in the beft among 
'- them, you will alw^s difcovcr a morality • 
that has no fteady foundation, full of in* 
conclufive contrarieties and arbitrary prin- 
' tiplts> varying inceflantly according to 
time, place artd circumftances. 

Voltaire, Diderot, d*Alembert> and their 
partilans, have worked without cefTation 
during fixty years for. the purpofe of 
eftablilhing deiftri j and irreligion has in 
the time made an inconceivable progreis* 
Are men more happy ? are they better ?. 

* Let us judge of the doArine by its 

effedbs. "What were the tinbridled pro- 
fligates who, towards the end of this age^ 
arofe to aftonilh thejuniverfe by the atrocity 
of their crimers and their cruelty ?' what 
^as Robefpierre and his accomplices? 
a frte thinker and ,deifts i cnthufiaftic 
4ifi:iples of Voltaire and Diderot, partifans 
, impaflioned 



ia>paffioDed by the inflpence of their 

* wiitlngSx their- principles, their cJoftiinej 
confequcndy, declared enemies tb* the 
chriftian mligion. 

r-What ««re thofe rtjen wh'ofe ttittrafe and 

*riiings have biecn fo eecried bythefe 

tjio(ter» phdIo%>hets, and whom- they have 

I fetfofth-as pdSeffij^ Weak raind^Jmen 

aa «irtoou8, as irreproachable iti* their 

^ TOodufl", as fuj-priiing for <heir genius, 

^ their parts, and fcience: NewtOHj Addifon, 

Pafcal,'Boflifct, F$nelon, MaffiKonyiPierrc,. 

• ComcUle, R*cihe,:&c. -'IHuftrious namcs^i- 
> rcVened by t^e- truly virtCious^phrt of man- 

•kind, who might enjoy ^very h^ppinc6 
whichcanbetaftedoA earth, if they would 
follow all the preeep^^tiiefe gteat mert haVc 

^ traced forus in their imiiiortal works; 

' works which, ftablc as the truths that form 
their foundations, remain tranfcendant and 

-^1 of light$ in the midft of the ruins of 
literature, profaned and degraded by 

^ the fophifms t)f impiety, by the ^dacity 
of the licentious, and by the ridicule of peo • 
pic of ba4 tafte. 

The 



- The' Encyclopedia, a ^ork at the feme 
timcfo dangefoufe.fo Superficial, : -and fo 

^ volucnicious i that monftrous coUedion ^ef 
fad erroi^,- that brazen cobfluson a fandy 
hottdm i-A\\c£ncy€i^fdia is already fuhk 
in die >jaiudi this work as .no longer fold 

• in prance.;, it b^^ilartedvi^ iitEnglarrd^ 
but .is^ every where «dki^lfed> ^hile the 
A^perb addidons ofvgOQd andiorsj of nrli- 

, gious autho|:^9 are muldplying throughoQt 
aU -the countries of ^Europe. - Oh ! young 

{ pcoplet whoffe, niii^djs m^ not already bd 

; rv^^^> svhpfe fools ri^ma^i (till Upright and 

1 pur^i^two^ paths arc open»t^yoii, 'one «: 
that which Jeads to. we ^rtd: error ;/ti^: 
Other, that which leads to iruiH^d virtuti, ■ 

t tead, compare, reflet, and in. sfuccdSoa. 
irakc^youi; .chpic?f • ' 

' . ■ ■ •> . . 

. * If m ay 'p^jhaps be 'fai,d,>hiat\liis chapter, 
witli the following, are rather more adapted for 
people of an advanced age*than fot* that of ado- 
Itfcence ;• but I believe they ^re clear enough fdr 
a^ child of twelve years old to comprehend, 
fhould he^be welieducate*\ Moreever, 1 have 
conceived that this work, which is not intended 

•i forA'ery young children, may* be read mth Yome 

advantage 
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CHAP. XV. 

Vh different Subjeifs and various Cuftoms^ 

a 

Misfortune fortifies the foul, as a fatiguing 
exercife fortifies the body^ 

X HERE is butane misfortune which ex- 
ceeds all thofe it may be poflibic for us to 
reprefcnt to ourfclvcs, if we can bear to 
reft our imagination on fuch a thought— 
that of lofing the objects of our afFe^ion ; 
in this cafe, religion alon« can procure us 
courage. . 

Wc, poflefs infinitely more moral cou- 
rage than we are aware of in tlie ordinary 
courfe of a peaceful career : it is neccflary 

advantage by thofe young people recently entered 
on the ftage of the world. In fine, let us remem- 
ber, that Feneloncompofed his beautiful dialogues 
of tlie*.ad and Telemachus, for a child of rape 
years lold j it is true this child was hi> pupil, ajid ' 
ttiuft have poflefled an underftanding fuperiorio 
his age. 

H • . wc 
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we fliQuld experience m^y rcvcrfes ot for- 
tune CO become accjuaintcd with all our 
(Irength. 

When experience^ fails u§» our imaginai» 
tion is deceitful in all which it r^reienti 
(o u&i hfi wh9 has always, ftn^ggled wvh 
adverlitjr^ canjiot imagine that the mao 
conftantly faivoured by fortune^ and wh^ 
^r^ays the moft perfed k<:alth« can have 
an idea of grief; however .this happy tnaii 
is well acquainted with chagrin and te^r^ 
and oftc;i affliit^^ himfeif b^ond meafurej 
' a flight caufe for uneafinefe torments hirti 
to an cxcefs ; a fimple contrariety appears 
to kim an extreme punilhmenc { a head-ach 
is to htm ap infupporrable evil ; his paitis, 
it is true, proceed from ao.cjcQeffive.. deli- 
cacy, bittiisfufferings are^ietflj 4 ^ight 
indiipofition, which would be nothing for 
a robuft perfon to bear, might dcftroy one 
of a wcAk conftitution : in a like manner^ 
there are, no (light evils foe the ^vorites 
of fortune. Thefc on thtjir partJ-epit;f«nt 
to;hemfelv«sthf fituatbnof the tinfbrtu^ 
nate in the mod exaggerated point oCviewi 
they cannot conceiyc how itCiin be j>oiIible 

CO 
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ihppoit wtfhmit dfri|»iri,«MJle, pfrfcratipns, 
criannaes^. jcJic kfe- of richer Md the. 
comforts of this \j&^ &:c. they arc igno- 
*iwiir of cbc aa«9'- liycly- enj©yro<enis which 
jrre ea^eiisoced e^ca k cbeiifc vadbus &ttia- 
'tions:> fudi as^ efeaping from itomineat 
^-dai^er; thacftttt, moire fwcct and pur<r, ol 
^^wing to OOP mbforcaiwar the. fciaidfhip 
*»id» which we intci^ft. «^ feejtflg fcosi ;. thac 
ofpimag 16 thel»ifc tbeattachmctu and 
Bdellty of (Mt friend^mh^m^yitmm fuch 
to'us: . eyttk in the^ obfiiuriiy ^. a; prifoft 
tffhe«\are. moments? tf fiappinefe ; a: kiier 
nrceisBied hf fteahlfc a- fecnet hidden: frorn 
ifoe ga9oier%: and ianHmerabk: othrerHttle 
ekcumttsLocesf whkli may carry with them 
^nftdatiofi aftdjoy^ 

^ We mwft forgjw the -onfortunate all 
tijeirtwmeiuisofej^vy wd bitterncfs againft 
thofc who are happy, bccaufe they imagfne 
thift kap^oefs. to be iafiHitdy grcatep than 
k. ftaWy is:; . bui we camof excufe thofe 
i^^&rtr fortune haa treated with knityj if 
thejr.donot regard tl«: unfortunace with the 
mo& tender: and adive pity r bccaufe they 
H 2 . ♦ are 
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are only acquainted with the evils thej^ 
endure; it is impoffible^hcy (hould have an 
idea of their confolations. 

If the unfortunate, in general are. not as 
completely lo be pitied as it is cpmmonlf 
fuppofcd they are, tc is owing to this that 
misfortune draws forth nearly from all men 
the moil fublime virtues *-^ phylical and 
moral courage, moderation, and wifdom; 
I know there arc thofe whom mifor- 
tune does, not xorrcQ:, as .there are alfb 
thofe whom age has not rendered :more 
rational > but we fhould in general refpef): 
the unfortunate as we do old agej becaufe 
. it is a (late of privations and of fofFerings, 
and becaufe we fhould fuppofc that this 
Hate has given caufe for thofe reBeftions 
and that experience which fhould augment 
the lighjs of teafon, and bring virtue to^ 
perfedion. \ 

It is feeing hnmanity in a very good 

light> if we hope to preferve all our friends 

in advcrfityi if we look forward to'lofing 

them all, we regard it through a very black 

mediums and if we expcft that all whe 

'- remaia 
i 
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jr^m)$iti'Our friendi (hall, without any dif- 
ference, be to us the fame they were when 
.wc could be ufcful to them; ic is being ftill 
in an error>r 

. How rare, how precious, are thofe who 
regard us with equal fteadinefs in our mis- 
^fbrtunes! 

As fooir as we Becooic unforiunate, 
whatever may be' our perfonal merit, we 
lolc always fomc, of our confequence, even 
in the' eyes of our mod faithful friends. 

When we go to yifit our friend in a 
garret, or- enter- his chamber without being 
firft announced, we do not appear before 
him with the fame countenance, or ufe the 
feme tones we did formerly, when he was 
environed by. all the pomps andf all the 
fopcrfluities of luxury, familiarity take5 . 
place of poHtcncfs, we fail in a thoufand 
little refped'S, which might appear even 
ridiculous in fuch a ficuation. 

The unfortunate feci all this i for nothing 
Tenders people fo obfcrviflg or fatefly as 
aaisfortune. 

Without being conicious of it in- our- 

felveSi^we almoft alwaj^s find that a perfon 

*H g. faHea 
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fallen from a brilliarnt fitaation in life, h» 
left wit than wc bad: allotted lo^ bis ft^rc 
while in profperrty. W« arc* kfe bcftned 
4q be of his opinions^ bowewir titde 
inerited hi^ misfortuBCS may be, tt^ippcar* 
that it always attaches ifome**ift ^Jck 
deprives the unfortunate pcrfon of |><frtof 
the eftcem we had coiiceivcd &r bis fcufe 
©r his charawSerr 

We are naturally fo rsath thzt in tte 
moft dreadful reverfe of fbrtmie, butfctf- 
tove finds- a fort of confblation in thf: idea 
fhat pur deftiny has fomething in it extra- 
^dinaty and fuFpnfingi a heart the moft 
tindeceived by illufions refpeftin^ mahkindT, 
is not abfokftely inTcrifiblc to the* plea- 
fure of being able to fix the- attention of 
others. 

It is fweet, when our griefs are light, to 
^confide them in the bofom of a friend > but 
-when they arc excefTive, the detail is too 
f?ainful and impofljble. It is this undoubt-^ 
edly which has given rife to the faying^ 
ytbat extreme grief is muie^ , * ' 

Q ye wha enter the fevcre fchool trf'ad- 
vcrfity, wbuid7e agqnirc Courage ? Begin 

by 



By eruircly fupprcffirrg aU murntyrings and 
ciamplaMitSr The -dtgRity -of an iinfortu- 
i«itc man 18 in his filencc j your grkfs bys^ 
tUis means wilt afSsd); infmiccly morc^ truly 
noble and feeling hearts ^ aM what figoifies 
the degt^dip^ pty of ^others i 

Ih the firft moments of an extrenK 
grie^ xbereis' a-ibit of ft^ipid adoniifaroenc 
which accoinpanie^ and modorates its 
isioleQce, It; is in yain that we ar< con- 
yiAOcd of Qiir.nii$fof9Mti< k afipears to 
us. alfinoH;" kcoo<ceivab|e i we ^ik with 
difficulty believe if| or^oexprcfe it fnorc 
fiill;yt »we aK . deprived of- the faeuk}^ of 
caonfidering itor Coo^ehcading ies ewfe. 

This kind of bviden 4K>Ck reiecobkt 
inico&.bilii;y ; ^nd in efiei^lit fufpends each 
emoticm of the iouU no tearsj no fighst 
efcape, and we liav« bwt very- few idcas—%, 
Caiftt be for . . . . h HpftlAf^f • . . < 
thefir are the only words which, we Cftfl 
offer. ^ . 

In a rever fc of fortune^ which deprives 

«$; onif of riqhcs and affluence^ there ate 

xfiore ei^oymepts than {privations for a. 

H 4: . ..rcafouabk 



t$2 LA BfttfY^Ul THE LUS^ 

realbnaUe charader and an obfer ving miiKL 
It 19 then a mere nothing; and do we noc 
acqurre the certsuntjrof being aUc totlo 
every thing for ourfclves, of baying no 
occafion for domefticS) and c thonfimcf 
other (bperfluities which bad habits render- 
ed neceflarjr? 

Is it. not a happinefs to be forced to 
fobriety, tnd to oweour health to an todi£. 
pcniable economy? Health! which we 
would have purchafird at any rate when rich> 
and which can never be enjoyed irith an 
excellent code and a great tat^. 

When we have not experienced it, we 
imagine it moft dreadful to lofe ail at once 
our name, the advantages of birth atid ior« 
tune > but it b noeib": in this fituadon we 
regret our ediifitry, we (bed tears for the 
dangers, the abience of thole we rcffkrdi 
all the reft sre not only not biaer> but 
fffve to occupy* amufe>'and dUIipatcour 
real paio^ 

The dinners at the public table of an 

inn are infiaitely more amufif^ "thsm the 

great dinners at Parts in what was termed 

j^d company. An aftmbly without cere-- 

J • mouf 
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mooy and without eaquette, cempofedof 
pco{ke ol all nattonit is an entertainiiig 
4)e^acle>. which funrifli«s matter for many 
jobfctYM0xiSj and intcrcfting reflexions and 
inftrudions; 

« They cannot be ranked with the onfor- 
tunate whq are obliged to give up a well* 
known name : does there exift this day a: 
being) above all a rational being, who has^ 
not learned to'pre&r oblcurity to abrilliaor 
flacion and repuution I The be/l fituation 
is^found in the browd"; happy jthey who are 
allowed' to place themfelvcs in its ftilt 
more hkppy ihofc who have been loft and 
confoupdeid with it- fince the moments of 
dicir.birth !' 

In iSne^^ii k nor gratify ingito our vanity 
fid'ow^ Qisr fubfiftenee to ou^ftlves, to our 
taleota, .and induftry ? ' 

It may be laid all the world do not> 
poflefi citc'atavne }'but aU thole who have 
enjoyed affluence have received an educa^ 
tton, and confeqyrmly can -have rcfources 
if they are willing to exert tbemfclves. 

4 fhould not wifh to fiU a public ftation> 

Aor to depend upon the caprices of the 

* tt-5 multicudc 
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multftude^ bttt die nDoocy gmtd by^- 
deniary iabouis, witfaouc iioife, Wiitette 
putting oUffelves Im6> the way 6f ioodce^ 
*4vklKyuc making om&lws coi^ou6itt» is 
certainly more nobly acquiicd Anr'fbat 
^hvch fome years ago ifvas obtained by 
goiAg to folkrit the nuaiftert and <beir 
clerks at VerfaxUcflu 

The fortimc which we have by inherit-^ 
ance is not the mafk <if ^any iiMd of neric 
in the fdKbffbn that we tm)r oboim as a 
court by the iide offav^r, ^ich exproBes 
a gift, is notbitig k& tbaiD a foct of charky^ 
the moMy we gain by our owa induftry 
k the moft oobk exchange, and paovirsy 
that he who acqukcs It by this noeans^ muft 
have either ^alems oc ingematy : tbi$ sAoofi 
ishonoraUei and k would be.txcu&ble 
even were it ta be di^^n&d with vanity ^ 
for they who dtfplay the. ridies they eigoy 
by inheritance can only fey, Hert ii wbal 
lhaveJound\ and the artift who docs the 
iame with his fortune can fay, Htre is what 
1 have tnadt. 

We might draw^the mod precioiis ad* 
vam^cs from adveilky : a icA&bk> piousy. 

and 



Md reflefting perfon ought neccfiarily in 
xtiisfoftune cd become more mttttre uttnmdf 
aad more pcrfeft in charaftcn Cicero 
lifts faid of mcBi ^^ey an like wine % age 
fours /be bad^ and renders pbe g$cd better. 
WqixuyTay chat misfortune proiduccs^ on 
tKcm the feme cffedls. 

Old age wiid misfortune' are only relpcft- 
^ble on this very nacurai fuppofition^ that 
age and ijiisfoaune^ frodtttre ufeful refieCr 
ti&ni, which bugI}t;Co give wifdom. 

We loVc ourfritnds more affe<ft!onately ' 
aftd mote triily whtri'thcy arctn advcrfity j '- 
btit w^ love them with enthufiafm only • 
when they art in pr^l^fperity,/ 
' • Perfonai advantiges doF^n6t fnfpirc tendier 
(<*timents» bat they exalt os i and very 
^tn thofe who expcrtertcc this enioriDn ' 
are miftakcn, and are in reality the dupes ' 
of itJ 

Tife mtfite I heboid 'Ergajles^ ihe more I ' 
admire him j Tiav'e the moft profound vene- ' 
ration for him ; Ergajies is afage, the moji 
Wnifieeffit^ thtmojt virtuous^Phc moft pcrfeSt / 

YtTf/ 
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Very well, CiMn ; I like to hear yoo 
praife Ergaftes; be is in fad an honed 
tnan whom you love j he is ufcfijF to you i 
he renders yoo many fcrvicesj he has the 
i)ower of rendering you many thore : but 
why do not you make the &me euTogisms 
on Alcippus ? Why do yoti extol Ergaftcs 
fo often in fiich pompous terms i and fo 
rarely and fo coldly (peak in prarfe of 
Atcippus ; and content youHclf in faying 
of him, ' He has many enemies^ poor man / 
be is much to be pitied f Ergaftes is a fage^ 
virtuous, beneficent, perfe£t\ arni tiie only 
' denomination you will at pfcfent grant the 
unfortunate Alcippus, is that of poor mant 
Neverthclelsj I know he has been your 
benefadlor, and Ergaftes Js not. 1 know 
that you have been a wicnefs to many of 
the virtuous and beneiictnt aAions of 
Alcippus; infinitely fupcrior to thofe of 
£rgaftcs> which you admire and praife 
with fo much enthufiafm. Whence 
proceeds this iiguftice ? O Cleofi ! you 
cornmie^it unconiciouOy, 'becaufe you do 
not reBeft: I will enlighten you ,<» the 
fubjeft : you will bluih, and you will 

correft 
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"corrcA thofc fcntimcnts unworthjr of you^ 
fer your heart is naturally fecSng ancf 
generous* 

Ergafles is in a flouriibrng fituatf on ; and 
ta^ It in >is power to oblige, to render 
fervices, 9M to^ procure for his friends many 
t>f the enjoyments of fociety. 

AloppushasJoft all the means of being 
ufefulr he isfoKtary, perfected, opprefled; 
and graritudc' cai> only fiiy of ,hhni poor ^ 
man! Pcrfonal- advantages and vanity fi^ 
nacuraHy influence our judgments and our 
fcndmentSy tha^t it is itnpofliye to prefcrve 
our virtue^ac lead ii>all its purity^ if we d^' 
not often cntef within-oupfelves m^ order 
to^ examine our hearts^ and u> cfcmand 
/an impartial and fcvpre account of all 
their etnorions. It is by doi»g thus, that 
we are cnaWcd to perceive the firft tracet 
of jdangerous itxipreifionSt and to efface 
/them with eafcj it is thus ^e are enabled 
to fupprefs evil from its iburecj and to 
oppole with efficacy duty and reafon 
agmnft the unjuft and unruly ini^nati^ns of. 

• ^ . There 
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be aUe 1^ follow tkti offt^uions of th^tr ' 
mtiine without refledtioq and^ widiout 

~ Tl)e bucmn heapt i-^lcmties tbp& fub« 
tefTABeaa reibrvoirs dcflioed to £OAt»ii ^ 
ptirc and falttCafy waters k k ncceflary tp * 
iound it often, in ordtfr that k may*' be^ 
purified^ 

People of great taknts and virtue may>' 
be perfecutcd ^nd ^pfei&di but they can-*^ 
not be annihilaced; Two things>alone, in ^ 
. ^kc of human errors fwinvon the boiilc*- - 
4rtoS:^cean of IKt^ufike and trulb, 

Marivaux, in his jargon* fo juftiy crir- 
tidfed, has ofien bk^ excellent things^ * 
imioog others, this:- Thai icbe'gj^od'^ 
4WKigk^ ;. iVv is necejf^ to be ' a ■ Utile /«* ' 

This brings to my recoUedion -a -fimilar ^ 
aad lAgenious turn by M^ de Marmontel : - 
in fpeaking of pedandc and affcded perfons ^ 
•who pretend to be witty in aU cafes, even 
when it {pay not be necellaryi be iays^ ^ 
h tj having a great deal of wit mofl un^ 

doubiedly, ^ 



''Smhitdfy tih kafue- 4i>9 micb^^ ha U h Ttot 
having m^ugb ifdf$. 

Wikn I read wrtain works wbercia 
many &i^ th«^ am rdated» or if the 
iUbjcifts be odxmnon and cicprcflcd iff 
wraisvcry fep-fctchcd[i V recall; to ipy 
imagiDation the dramatic ^ixnhor cited by 
Voltaire, who cotild not bt perluadcd-to^ 
fay fimpfy,, fhe king^ arrives yiM. faid thu%. 
f be king bends bis Imperious fieps ihis way. 

La Bruycre and Voitaffe^re the aitthors 
-who have ridicukd iiv the moft- agreeable 
and real maoneFi pedantry, affcftarion, ancfc 
long difcuffiond^ of which no perfoncait 
afcertain tlic true nteaningi 

It is laughable enough for deliberate 
readers to obfefvc the moft^^mphSitk turgid 
'writers running out m ccftacies upon ttic 
ftyle of Voltaire ; afltiredly "it is itoprtfifale 
for them to fed the infinite merits of a. 
pure and natia^l di<5iion ; if their profe i& 
'reckoned good, that of Voltaire*» mull be 
v^ry ordinary* 

Politeneljf Ihould &rvc to conceal all 
tihat may^ likely to offend or difpleafcf 
it (houkl even expect bencvdence ; but 

if 
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if it appear to cxprcfs aflfeaion and feu* 
fibility, ii degenerates. into untruth; 

People of wcaR and Ihallow uftdcrftand- 
ings are neccflarily often ungrateful. 

It is airdwabte that we fliould fomctimeak 
^eak of ourfclves with ^rrit 5 but it is ridi- 
culous to do- ft) with vanitjr. 

Good nature renders old' age amiable^, 
but a burlefque gaiety i^degrading^ 

BuSbonery is very^ unbecoming in old3 
fcopkj a«din vomen of every age. 

If K be op^ that peace and tranquillity^ 
are the firft of all blelTings,. the govern*-- 
xnent' of the gogulacc alone h the worftr. 
of alL 

By a law of Solon^s thofe who ia thc^- 
ilimesofdiilurba^ces am) troubles; took nQ» 
part} were ideclared in&mo]|i9; this lawf 
was refpe£ting the men onIy» and- did nor 
Mtend to wooien : ceitainly in polkicai^ 
afiairs it is oot the duty of women to in^ 
termeddle^ but to keep their peace. Ic* 
IS' only excufattic* in thern to fpeak wheiv 
calumny and perfecution obliges them to^ 

ixplain tbemfclvca. 

To* 
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* To take neither party is to maintain anr 
abfolute fileocer Ixir in the midfl: of ar 
great cfiervefcencc of corruption, to de- 
clare aloud in favor of. aioderarion, tabc 
ever impartia}^ a friend to order, peace, 
and virtue, this afiijredly is to take aparf^ 
and the mo(b courageous' of alVbecaufe it 
is ranking oucielves in a fmall clais of indi> 
triduals, and going againft many numerous 
and powerful ^i£tions« : 

. It is unjiift and odious to d^ipiie or hate 
tfoofe who do not thiak With us, when 
their opnions>, akbougb ndicidoiA and 
irrational in our eyes, wound neither mo- 
i:ality nor humanity :— »for example, whe** 
(her they look upon nobility and hejeediciirjr 
titles as reipe^able or not$ that iuch & 
Ibrm of government is good or bad^ &c. t 
thcfe are matters o£ opinion on* wbicb 
people may differ, equally poflcfling good 
kearts and principles of probity; butiA 
approve of cruelty^ vengeance> injjuftice>. 
murder, Uoody retaliations,, falling on in<*^ 
liocehc vidlims;, to believe th^ what ia 
called the btereftof a nation oan.poillbl]^ 
avdiorize all kinds of violence and crimes i 

' ' " ^ this 



Uxb is abjuring alt mcw^al^y : Dciriicr re^n - 
nor humanity; c^n toJ6p>tc fucli.: cxtcmbic 
opinions. 

We fhould^not fiiffer itvmds to cfponftr 
oi?r part in our quftrrd% fcirt it wodd be^ 
grkvous to he withoot ifriewdfe who might : 
be able to moderate la m ttefc rcfpfeds. 

Wc foon» ekcefe fhofe Svfro d© nottake^ 
a part in out gemte iwd ^en^^r^ft ^eaiofrsy . 
than wc do thofe who =^itt hbt pafrt^kie in*- 
•urmdignadoo wheift^i^b ^weiii JQiuiKr«d : i 
ve can iaiit flightif loiae cfe ^K^> ^tfid tt^- . 
Utter we tontemn. 

A^fetfeti?gi6 tl^^^ a^^ ftececdcd by- 
death or -a cofifwlfivc tevival, is fimilar*to» 
that fort or tra^qaiHity^'W'hiGh is- enjoyed'* 
during the i^eign of tyrknts.. 

To reign iy xerr&r— this Was tht plan of^f 
rtie moft execrable tyrants ^ this- was the- 
maxim of Nero, Tlbrmus, Caiiguia^ Do- 
Aiittan ; iaiid atnong the French,, .ot Louia - 
the Eleventh, and Hobc^ierre. 

- The great Cond6, - when he wa!5 yet a * 
child, hearing the wit of touis the Four- 
teenth highly praUcd, faid : *« So much the 
halter i fpr ti?ere. is.no ppnfure in obeying at 
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^^ Uockbtad:'. We mrgbt lay alfo,. the« 
is no pkafurc ith being obcfed hf fimplt^ 
tonsjOTdflaves are ftupid. beyond mcafurc* 
How hacefjlb pHdel itts-(haic wfatolii 
n^es ^fefpocs and coquetces^ 

If idle* people aK ibines> riiey are vikw 
if xbey ^^e mafters, they ane infblent aii4^ 
Kiarbarous^. if they Selqx^ be imder &b^ 
nhlTan^ with- reafonabk neSridioh^j. :iiheyf^' 
we tbeo gentle and good*. 

We- may compaK tire popeJaoe to % 
child X nofthing can be 'woiie than a chHii 
Tendered ftupid by iinjuft conftr^nt and 
extravagant feverity^. except a^j^yw^ci/ shiidi. 
A lively brain and extreme ignorance 
hecetferily produce great folly. and manyt 
errors ; add to thefe a bad hearty, and 
Vafc^ty is» the reftdt. 

The imaginadons of the populace muflr 
not then be our pcteurcc for opinions or^ 
advice. As. foon asthey attempt to reafon 
• tficy become danger<Jtis, becauft they knotr 
not how to reafon welU they are unen* 
lightened,: they have not time, and ir 
requires a great portion of that to refledkv 
^udiciouBy.. Bmia ife not neceflary to 
; deftroy ^ 
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tfcftroy the cnthufiafrn of the populace 
f|)ringing from a wdl- founded admiration^ 
^at is the only eiithufiafm becoming ill 
them, becaufe it is an emotion from fcntU 
mcnt J it is a judgment of the .heart, not 
of the head.. The people in a mafs can« 
judge but only from their firft emotio» 
and from inftin^ti like children. . . 

By. the eflSsAj of idle vexation, we nj^jr 
judge it to be the molt dangerous* and tix 
moft infuppoitable of all evils,. To what^ 
vices do not' a multitude of people gii^ 
;themfclvcs up, in t|ia Ible hop?, of dc^ 
JiveriFJg, th'emfelves from vexation an^ 
difquiet ! . . 

Nothing is more- to "be feared than idle 

^difcontentcd people,, when tbcy are ffupjdiy 

inconfiderate and , hot-headed i^ thefe qua-* 

, lities are not always united, . but they may^ 

'however be found together; 

- We do not.care to guard ourfel ves ^inft 
fuch fort of people, and they may commit^- 
much mifchief before we. can./ulpcdt tl\e- 
dangcn .. 

As tpoderation is ^^ virtue^, k is aa 
admijahle decree of Providence^ that 

happinelk 
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happJne£ can only be found with mc- 
-diocrity. ' 

There is fcarcely a woman who has noi 
.at.lcaft zfea-e/ of the toUette. 

And there sarc fcarcely any fccrcts, but 
^thofe which oar fcif love conceals, that are 
kept with^exaancfs. 

. There arc many peojde who are fo full 
of pride, fo in&tuated, that they perfuadc 
• therafclvcs they muft be hated, unlefs othera 
are^charmed with them. 

The proud judge of others only accord^ 

^ing to the opinions which the ktter form 

^f -them i as foon as-thcy are rclifticd by 

-them, then they are very mu% very vir^ 

iMus\ if they receive but a fmali degree of 

attention^ they arp very middling ^fort of 

jpcoplei if what they cboofe to advance is 

-no? direftly anfwcred, people are abfurd^ 

ot cefcainly very illdifpofed. 

Modeft fenfible people always judge 
equitably whether they pieafe or notj others 
may pieafe them if amiable j they fee mcric 
where it really exifts, and they can ac- 
knowledge it with plcafurc eyen in their 
enemies* 
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It fis prafaning fm^ftdffifp t^ <af it 
Tcfcmbles loirc. k is impoflibJe to fac^ 
Sieve that a petton, who at the age cf 
forty ftiH prcfcwcs ai delicacy' of tafte^ 
^t> and. kmmojst^ can ever iu^e been 

Religion is admirable jtbatre- all* in tfiofe 
j)oints wBtcIi appeartfi^ rtjoffi mcontpnelkn- 
libfe, andc «rhtcft have given rifir to tRtt 
Trdicde of the tmpibt»i At for example j 
if there were no etehtalptini/imentj' thd fite 
<3rf the juft and of tlie wicked wottld be 
tqwi, fmct «hcy would both cirjoy etcrffai 
Ijappincfe. • Fbrwhat would fignify a finite 
pumfcmciTt fcBCcecded by immortal fcKrity*? 
What itiflucTtce cotiidche fttiaH dread of a 
liiiritcd ckaffifement have ovw our d^Jons^ 
if we could look fofrward tohappkiteg !n«- 
'finite ? ©r can we be perfu^di^ £bat 
Suprenie Jufticc r^cfirrvcs the fatrtfi deftiAy 
forthe virtuous and the criminal''? 

Th€ doflbfinp of cwiginal fin is alfo iir- 
ebmpreftenfibk i hbwevcr this Jbftriiiexaai 
^tone explain human natdre; th^risrofay, 
iaJl thewhimficatcono-amies of the human 

' heart. 



.ineKty^t. Rafcrf bas ^velopccf ft in an ea- 
.Jiglvufpw^ and ftibfime mtnnci^. 

tTnbeJncvccs find it an extravagant rigor 
do be adfolotdf fortrid to do a little ill in 
rmrdsr tt>-biiirigafeeurinjeffcntial good, pat- 
4calarfy. i€ this iicde til fhodd' not do hurt 
Jtmmy perfoo.; never thelcfe, iF we permit 
.iwpfelive^ tO'COHMTiit dfislitdcffli we may 
vgd. on by gradation until tvc ace guilty of 
.«imcs. We . fhaB rbfa vin order to give 
Tgway. ^ we flwB poifon-and aflSffinatefbr the 
^uWic good> &JC, 

That precept .^hich condemns ufelcft 

^words-appears alike rigoroHs ; neveithelcft 

:all the evils of focicty^ all the injuries which 

rcaofe humanity to (igH^ proceed' f^om aa 

iafai^ t&f the gift of fpeech. 

If moraltty be not a chimera, its prin- 
icip\ei fliould"fortn a chain, of which no£ 
-one of the nereflarjr Ifriks cpuld bc broken 
trough, without at tht fame timje derang- 
stig the whole aflctnblage, 

This admirable fucccflion of principle^ 
fever iacitnately co/incdled with each other, 

•• In his Thoughts. 

can 
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can only be found in* Ac wrmngs of tbt 
Evangelifts: that alone ibould prove in- 
conteftably the truth of religion 5 and how 
• ttiiMiy other forcible proofe hasit not ? 

^« cannot be proud without being 
Ungrateful towards God j to pridC' oun- 
Telves on our gifts is to forget the fource 
whence they ipringj and this is an ouN 
rage againft our beneftftor. Ah ! ratber 
let us fear to miiemplc^ the«;ander(^ding 
aad talent with whkh we are gifted, onljr 
to enlighten thofe who may be deprived of 
JTuch. AH that exifts in nature 4s defHned 
to ibme utility, either vifible or tinknown.- 

God has created nothing without defign$ 
he has not chofen to endow every maa 
with a fuperior mind) becaufe that would 
have been produ£itve of infinite confblion. 

there were no others in the world bat 
great gcnuifcs, fuch as Newton, Pafc^ 
Pierre, Gorneille, &c. who would be bound 
Co till the ground, to build houfcs, or 
bake bread ? &c. Men arc made to ferve 
mutually; and it is ncccffaryon this ac^ 
count) that there fliould be an extreme 

inequality^ 



-fcreflfceis «ifd '^thbfc intakafctbte difparides 
•^hidh We-reffrtfk'm'tlifcir naiads, an^^which 
'%c 'C^fAiet find fliti^ng ailimals, isvtfo are 
'hot made to Itve ih focicty, or atleaft 
-wbofe 'jfcctrftrcs being Txtt-cnwly liroited and 
' ooirtraSted, have nawrtcfccffiucs teyjoiid t^whac 

thecdm-mon tnfl^inft iiatural to^ciic^ccies 

GEln'fuppiy them isrich*. 

• The betaliili ^adniires eqtiaHy*the brga- 
-ufeaiidn of tJbe likle field fiower land iih^ 
*bf 'the'grMt <^ak i 4n the fame manner' thfe 
H3hrlftran philofo]pbcr does not afiow him- 

fclf to be dazile^ widi diat ^hieh ftriltc$ 
5^e cortimon run of mcrr;;dt'rstbc folc 
:.^)6wer and the i6]c wdftiom • of. tfic Creator 

•lyfeich he 'Admires, Every; man whooD- 
-^opies the-prathpf .i^<?/?f;?/iiia» Jje^has been 

formed to. follow, has -an :equal right tG= hi^ 
^fteem; he wilLpraife a main -^n the liifc 

jie makes of his udcats, .and :not-becaufe 
*1jc has genius i for; we have no greater 

uierit in being clever than we iave in 

being beaiKiful j we receive from God 

• ' - . ■• 
* Snoh as b&avers, bees, ants, Ac, 

f alorte 
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alone our fenfc and genius, and we arc 
moft dclpicabk if wc abufe tbcfe gifts^ 
iince the only praife we have ^ right to 
X'CCtivey is founded on the u&^we make of 
them. 

There are two forts of people who arc 
naturally inclined to devotion. Thofe who 
unite to a cold foul (which is incapable of 
feeling any of the great paffibns), a morofe 
temper, and a ferious and puQUammoua 

'Charafber i andthofe vfhjb unite to a cha-* 
rafter of deep refleftipn an extreme fenfi*. 
bility, ,z great delicacy, and elevation of 
i^ul, and a ftrong imagination^ 

The jfirft are predcftinarians, becaufc 

^they like nothing, and arc weary of all 
things. Fear condufts them to God j they 

.think they love bim> becaofe thcy^are ter- 
rified at the idea of .ctcrnarpunilhnient> 
and becaufc they are difpleafcd with the 
world ; theft arc ferocious, puerile in thcic 

, devotion, and often ev^n ridiculous. 

The fecond fprt of religious. per fons in* 

^clinc towards God -wiih the greateft traff- 

fport; to love him as thefc hearts do is a 

natural inftind, a^njceffity as much as a 

• ' dutv. 
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duty. They bchcild God every where j this 

luWimc idea is united with aH th^ir feeta- 

^ments ; it may leave thetn with many impcr- 

v^dlions, tiutihcy arc each day correfitcdi 

they arc elevated, and are impreflcd with a 

greatnefs of charafter by it, which. virtqe 

alcme will never give. Thefe religious 

pcrfons are rare, becaufe the qualities t 

hzve juft defcribcd arc not cbitimorily 

united*; while on the contrary, the oiher 

ton form the ordinary clafs j and for this 

rcafon, in general^ religious perjons are not 

Kkedi becaufe they arc cold charafters, 

with gloomy and unamiable. minds. It is 

-qiaitc neocffary that a preacher fhoold be' 

rdigious and Irreproachable in his cofldu(ft. 

. The moralift only advifes virtue. Thfe 

preacher prefcribcs it, commands it, and in 

the name of the Supreme Being ! 

. * I fpeak here only in general terms j and I do 
not the left recellecfl what our faith teaches as to 
believe, and what our reafop confirms to us, that 
God in his beneficence is iable to recal the moft 
iofenfiblc hearts, ^indimprefsth^ with a lov^f 
bim. 
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... An aut;l\or who is ^rrc^ular j^ jhis mowls 
may. ftill. have, the rightro fppak of. y<it^ 
becaufc weknoiy.that Jie may fecUnd bi^- 
lieyc what, hp :^y^^ .aithpUjgli.his,^^^^ 
hinder hjpi.fromcpnrormipg, entirely, tq |^^ 
belief j; but, we; cannot eafpxcc our religious 
,do6t fines, wbqn it. is a9know;ledgcd wch^yc 
np'bcHcf in.thcjn, ^n<^it i^,mp^ cmaifi 
.that man cannot hayc a belief! wj^o, alphpu^ 
,he be in hply orders, is ambitious, intrigu- 
ing^ and immoral, , .,^ ^ ^ , 
. ..V^fithppt.firgi and invariable .principle^ 
^t K impoifible to have a charader* . . / 
%L Obfcrve ivicious people^ you may find 
,lijem, proi«idcd they have fcnfc,; with fixed 
^inion^ cor>c|wfiy€ de/igfis ^as^ar as per- 
jlppftl.intereft m^y np? isppofc . thpfe j. but 
ambirioq and Pther paJTipgs; wjlLwith eafe 
make them ad contrary to their fenfe and 

.reafon., .' - .,r. . ... . — ...... 

The weak and (hallow m^n will vary his 

.icntime^its according to the ta{):e .of tbolc 

,by, whofliJtac is governed:, the clever .vicious 

man keeps to bis own way of thinking, 

but changes his conduft according to his 

*interclhs the one is deceived, feduccd, and 

■ goes 
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goes aftray without knowing it; the other 
istcrrfuiSt«d,'bol ^r<ff^rWshif bpihibri, irid ' 
.rcn^bittts^'lt* only-ih- appearance r he ofenf*^ 
chfefesrfc^ bc'of tKe jS^ty Ife defplfes^fo* 
b^th!Hcfe^c*fai^cw tHteVcltiltis tffi faniei 
He always difplays a cbiaii^ft^ Wht6 unites 
vbtuc xb^aii WCMfl¥ie'imd«rft2UidRHg..4uJro 
ai£t oni^iecorrdtng l!b%e'4t^lmsFbf cdn-^ 
frienoe^js chrbefttway df t>e«ttirhg Woitfty 
cif 't<^ddi«U6b;: «(Iik^flaiaUe'-^fop^ biif 
ftcadiMfir^ ^^^ • • " •- *' ' '• " ^ " 
f ^lVrf6fe wKd* have Uut midaifog fenfe 

tSTiffiJittJftteig^cs (6'*^^^^ by iVoTc 

who have only W' cqifivbc^* ffi^'rioi^^^^ 
i«*r tKeinyifikni]^ Jteti^l&oFafe 

* 'This manner of fiificring tkemfclves to 
bc-cohAt^<tcf4^nol^hV'f^^^ Juaitl^us/it 

" often caufes crud. rcgrctsf !>at^ it appears 
le/s' it^AiS ridt^fccrirfd tbonlpicUDUs/aiid a 
proud fool {ii^feri^iti^ i .nic,::: /Li.. •, . 

* Sihcc'rny exiftehce 1 have never fcen 
pcfTdni 0^ great charaAerltavrf the Tear -oC 
appearing to be led j but weak people arc 
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j}recifdy.thpf€ who carry this fear to ar> 
cxcefs i Qod knov/s. what ad^^antages cun- 
iTiing pferfbiK may dtzsr, frgnjithis folly^ 
which 15 particularly. obfervAbl?,m people: 
of .^^.elcvatcji raak. . , ',':?) .:-.;•: 

,. A cpuflicr. yfi{hittgmwwfi»r(iAcQd,ot' 
d\c £rcat Con46, feid t0 Hixni, ^f.Do yot^ 
<f know th^t ^ riiaJiciQUi; >preftnd . torfayt 
«f that he .lca4»;jii)p?f'r^*VWiiJU*!:.l^ 
the prince, *< do yoe iay the mlifdouitii 
"the fuppofitton doc 5. tiqi jhf rligift ^m 
^ to us,, for 1 flatter piyiclf thtfc fl»y b?^: 
«^ found mcr.it. ii^/<f^<///rf> ^nd:ip fi^^fcring^ 
*f ourfclvcs to be /«?it/ thus.", \ .:\y ^ \ . 
. ]U canootbe tpooffenfr^P^g^dil^iypiHig; 
peoplerthat in all conc^rji^ of. importan^i^i 
wq. (hould nc}?cr t^ke a dccifivc part wkhr 
out reflcAing niaturelj^ pn. the fub^cvl^i ^^ 
confultipg others^ ..... 

. pric fingle wropg ^p f^y coft us thcr 
repofe and happincfs of our Ufe., 

It is impoflibk to- be at the iaroe time- 
the friend, of two people )^'hQ hate, each: 
other. . , ; ,. 

tf^fpitaljty is only .refpefied among 
, the rich and the poor, bccaufc fuch people 

' do» 
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do not travel much. If the Arabs, for 
example, few travellers inccflantly coming 
among them, they would foon ccafe to 
be fo rcnow«d for their hofpicality. — It 
IS truie that a moft geocrous hofpitalicy 

-was eftabliihed among the rkheft and bcft 
governed nations of the ancients r but all 
thefc nations were equally hofpitable^ fo 
that their hofpitality in faft was nothing 
but an ^Khangeyan-ofliverlal reciprocation, 

•which ccramly- took away- the principal 
merit: we ought rather to praife the laws 
and morals which eftabliihed hofpitality, 
tlian the gencroficy of thofc individuab wIk> 

•excrclfcd it# 

' Happy • are thofe nations wJiofe ciiftoms 

• produce the refiilt of beneficent virtue ! 
I (hall terminate this Chapter with a tra:it 

'of hofpirality verylittle known>-and at the 

' fime time very* touching; 

l^witl copy it literally r 

" At Athens, after the di^ath of Thera:- 

•♦ mcnes, the laft fupporter of liberty, the 

«« thirty tyrants committed horrible cruel- 

*• ticsi they laid hold of the rich, one aftep^ 

♦* another, and brought Mk accufations 

/ * 1 4. " againft 
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<^ againft thtm, for mhkh thf y wew pub 

.^ tb^if pofloffiof». THcjf evisii qM Ac- 
<' throats of Rnngtrs^ that tksf nugfat 
*' icize their nche$.^— P«ar <:aufeel.thc hatf* 
^ of «he iiihabutflt3.ta kayi^ tbc tamL^'^ 
<' The Lacodemoniansv ^ the porpok of. 
« ruimog thk rcpui>Bc,^f whom diey wcrer- 
« jealous, encouraged* thpfc extremkies^^ 
« and authoriArd thcmj^,^r^As- diey wctc^ 
<( exceedingly 4>owej^ul, the£,«rix)gated ixk 
^ dicmfdv^ .U>e »gbt of xommaadiog;^ 
•« all tlirou^iouc Groece;. tbey {>obtthed a^ 
« decree^ fcy wh\dk tin; tbkty iyjants were 
<( permitted to ckim the unfortunate £u-. 
«rgidws -aa tbc difdwrgc of ^.^eir^ 

<* naJty of fii^c xak.ofsfor whopyer. ihpuld: 
« nefufe to^elivca: th«P «wp* T^? wq^iiQ^ 
« of this decree ,cap^d avU *he tov,QSto. 
« revolt!; howewr> lhr?.gf«t^ Wffiiber,^ 
<« fearing the power, of Spart^, b^^ame- 
« fubjcftto them, buttbc. Ac^ians, indig- 
« nant at, the bgri?^/ous. animqpty, of the 
«, Spartans, and maved w^ith the forrowful. 
<«:CQudiiion.ef tb,c fljgitivps,. were the firft: 

«wbo» 
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v;^ho received them with every fort 'of 
<« humanity/ The Thebans carried their 
*• generofity ftill farther, threatening with 
« public chaftifement whoever (hoirid fee 
« pafs a fugitive Ajthepicn without affifting. 
«* him to the utmdft 6f his 'power*.*' 

• Diodorusof Sicily, Bookfixthi-- 



,F5^ .:jCW?. 
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V cHAPvXVi; . 

0/ the Love of Glory and the love of. ouf 
Country. 

jljl passionate love of glory is an ardent 
dcfire of diftinguifhiiTg owrfclvcs, of being 
fpokcn of, and obtaining praifc. The 
.feme moavcs> the fame defires, agitate 
.and difturb the bofoms of coquettes, fops,, 
the rich and vain glorious, and the poor 
and ambitious.— — The pride of the man* 
of genius often produces fublhne aftions. 
an^ often aho great crimes ;. the pride, of 
fools produces only puerile follies anddcC 
picable errors. 

A proud blockhead cannot pretend u^ 
gloryy becaufe he has not even a juft idea. 
of it';- virtue alone c^ give us true glory,, 
and we only obtain it when we do not pre- 
tend to iti pride never can acquire it. 

The 
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The proui man who poflclK$ great 
talents has no merit in contemning frivo- 
I6us praifc ; it is not from an elevation of 
ibid that he di(9ains fuch ptfAki it is* be« 
cauie he is acquainted with his-defertSj and- 
has higher prttenfien^. 1 ■ ■ ■ To be^re- 
markaHe is not fufficicnt for him f he will 
be admired^ he wifhes to excite aftonifii- 
ment and enthufiafmv 

Nothing is greater egotifm in a • man 
than ^ the pafflonate love of gloiy j that is- 
tofeyi poflefDng the paffion of being ftrik- 
iftgly renowned V- to obtain hisdeGre, he 
would turn tho'whofe world topfy-turvy, if 
ir Ihould be neceflary and if he were able. 
^— — He flightly regards the nuferies of a ^ 
milKondnnocc»c creatufes.- 

It isthe love of glory- whicii has* made 
fo many conquerors : in other words, the 
greateft fcourges ot mankind. It is^the' 
love of glory^ which has formed thofe pre- 
tended heroesf thofe fanguinary • men who 
have ravaged the world, and whofe terrible 
power has produced only^eath and defo- 
lation^ 

Nothing, folidly good, nothing trulp 
ufe^, can ipring from the patTions. 

All 



J t • is 1 oi^ly r ^.«rtaifi particular ^^ifcum- 

j chance, : owihiph may fopci^^ »? i^r^jthe 
.:pa[fli(»i3 Jufefulj. bive.lhj^y.potjalw^ys.'b^pcri. 
x-pcQauflaiYC <^f a^tiMwfeijd ,fil5KS:,«ixQFCr:f viL 
LthaaigQod? 

Of all the pai&ofliSj. tbftt o£. therlsvc oC 
glory fihaflbWc^fiooedoWQfe ^r^meskof air* 
:atrDcioiia lOature jtban . jbc .rc9:i 

• Alexander > fiirnaf9ed.^^.Grtfa/l^yul:hci> 
lovers of gloiy^' this tAleaiai^dccfMiiiftd^he 
Yhcddiog^f^inaiiy .^a^.tear,iand, occafioncd^ 
•^h^floiK^ing 6f» mu<¥hi2k>od^'b€Tatliaxfim«- 
»riiht6d more injuftice,, more . murder, r-and^. 
enforced morepcnaldes chan(thoib;W.rei:d)es 
bwhom iwc ; call ^bjighway men. .{and .whom 
'ibilaws iJBftjy<f6ridfnf>n toc^pit^lpiy^^ 
^mcnt) w<wdd'be:aWe IQ cprofliit inrfe.ycral, 
•«^ges. 

^The Jove of. glory . renders. ine»- wn- 
- avoidably ambitipus, 

' Wefhould Jbeflrutk wicbJuorror^ cquld 
wc fee into the depths of thofe men's hearts 
under the dc^miaion pi" iht lo ve of glory« 



-♦,♦'•• 

rrrr-V Wt l^ad becn aWc to penetrate alli 
the fccret thoughts of Alexander, J uliua 
. €ae&r> Charles XII. of Sweden/ &c. wc 
iplght have experienced fiich an emotion. 

But {hould It be faid that the love of 
jg^ry differently cpnceived would be pi*o- 
. .^uft iye ^f yi/tuous confecjpcnces j . I anTwfcr, . 
^PQivbcc^ufepaiBon ac^ reafoftS} it preci--' 
pitates us naturally into extremes J it.' makes 
iw aft withotut principles^ and fufffers usto- 
be carried away,. with whatever is daz^ing,^, 
and with, whatever flatters us ;. becauie/ in^ 
finjc, for want^of a lawful means of fatisfylng^ 
aurfelvcs, ^ do not heficateto feize thofe: 
^ which niay. he. criminaL 

How many only celebrated rpcn mi^h t 
have been great men, ?ven in the opinidns 
of the wife, if fortune had fcconded theirs 
dcDres ! 

Coriolanus^poflcflcd of the love of glory 

(had it not been for the injuftice of 'his^ 

feHow. citizens),. might have been the firfi: 

.amoi^ thQ Romans*, but his pride would. 

iiotfuffcr him to fup^ort exiles he wilted 

' to.* 
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pfi avenge him&lf • Mvich ^^^/^^and became a^ 
tr^tor. . . . ' 

Among, the French .the Gonftable dc; 
Bourbon had the iame fate. How many 
exampiee of the fame nature might we not 
. cite ! if tliefe men, hot making glory their^ 
idoJj.had chpfen virtue infl cad, injufticc- 
would not- have caufcd them to fbrfake the 
fidelity due to ih'eir country^ 

Whilp Aye conduA ourfclves according.^ 
to fixed principles, . we invariably,,, with^an- 
Vnfhakcn conftancy^, folbw the path wc 
have entered i: bccaule we are guided 
through it by the light of our reafon,^ 
which proves to us,^. that that alone is- 
honourable.- 

It is itnpoflible, in the effcrvefcence of 
a violent paffion, to maintain a judicious 
calqinefs 5, it is impoffible to be free from 
error, wHen we are no longer able fo con* 
fblt and foHow the counfcls of reafon. 

It is eafier to vanquiffi the paflibns than^ 
to moderate them 5 when wedefire to make 
ufe of ail our ftrength and^ gather it 
together, we can always find enough j hut 

when. 
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wBen we would only employ a fqiall portioa 
of it,. -where is. the rule that caii direct us 
to aright mcafure? . \ 

It is then a chance whether this fiuall 
portion he fulBcient?. -. _ . _ 

. Modem- philofophers, and th^ir nu- 
merous p^rtizansj. pretend. to fay,. that ibe 
paffieni well dire^ed^re ^ofthc greatcft 
, utility; This idea fliould obtain ground, 

it is fa convenient I it wou)d fuit ib^many 
^perfensfr . ;, ^ ... 

\ - 'But how rtiight ib^ pajiom he alzvay^ will 

dir(£i€d? ■ ! - * 

. How iBouId we be abfe to^ guide ajhip^' 

froperly widiout fails,, mafts, and a rudder? 

Ihould we combat the winds fqcce&fuUy in^ 

a fuddcn ftoi>Ti or tempeft ? 

; The ftrengtb of man is in his. reafoft^ 
.all whichrjdarkens and impairs this precious 

facuUy/weakeris him, kffens and renders 
,.him^ contccnptihki; neither, can. a violenr 

paflSon accord with reaifon. 
i It ii oQt.fenfibility alone, which diftin- 

gpiflacs men fr^in.animals j ^nanimal alfo- 
" ' has 
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has feeling) can be attached^ and koow» 
how to love,- ■"'• •;.'•. - 

That which conftitates the lbuFthth,i*< 
iK)t that- fcntltnent^ this diviikr brtat^^ of 
the tfcatorls a i:ay of his fuprchie-intelii- 
gence j he gave us rcafiJn, wtich^lohc en- 
libbleisfchfflbiHty 5 an animal loves thiotigh 
iWftuidir;/we Wve by choice} fiiioe reaibn 
is nothing eliJe than the faculty of compa- 
ring, of judgingji and confcquently.of. being 
ablfc to'choofe.* ' :.. , : :; 

. Ail the dignity: of man rcfides in his 
reaibn i a man then who is always radbnal,, 
is alone an honor to humanity s ' . 

The impaflioocd man isnevei- rational; 
he is thcn^ degraded; and can only-tnipiffe 
cojxipaflion<)r contempt.^ ' »».-.. 

According, to the modem philofophers, 
' h appears that if we^' could prxschide the 
violent pa^ions from fooitty, * JtrnutMild be 
quite nothing iihey- have che-mis&Ttiiflc of 
feeing only apaily in wifdoro>.ia reafoia^ 
tod virtue. . ! . ■ 

And what can be more ufef^y a6live 

ihah virtue^ jguided tiy reason? yirtt;^! 

« whicli 
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Mlitcbts alone the refidt of Fca(bn> for all: 
our underftandingS) all ow:v4(e reSbdlion^. 
a)! Gurp£ofoundmeditatton8> alt^urreal m^ 
tcrefts, ihould make i» Iweic, andd^aw^ 
<fiiear to k, 

- The k>vc of g|<M7 has^ occafiotied maD|^ 
^rittiantadions.; ^ 

* "V^tue vtrould alfo produce the feme ffT* 

ihef were tifcfuli and does procfuce an in^ 
^riitdjr greater number; which ait iftibHm^ 

and fecret. ' '^ 

If a writer of gemus Be ofttjr anlmatecf 

With a low of jglprf , htr wiH unat ^ulT 

fee partial J he wittofteftwnt^ without truths 

he wiftics to acquire "{iartitws^ a^^ ad^ 

nriretsjjhc wiffies^^to* obtain, tfifprisse^/ai^^ 

to be crowned. 

: Vimie ^one-can prpduco^ works Hke 
^.tihole of FcQc ion, Maffilfon> a Bruy;cr(?^, 

&c. pure and admirable, where .we ckpnot 
;gerccive the ap|>carancc of .fl4tt(*ry. pt- 

<rexi of timid caution. , 

A^l witcrjs muftJbe .un,wotthythe. t^e of? 
tffipralxfk^ yho ipaintain,tbe p^fliOBs,to ^: 

v[tiuk^ or j/vbo pretend to (d^ tl^xe are.i^'» 
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€^nqufraik paffmt\ thefc common-place 
argum^encs^ dangcpous^ as we^ll as falfe and 
contemptible^ tend only to overthrow all 
jjiefoo^4ati0n^.of jworaliigr. '. 

Modern philofophy lets forth the paffions 
-^ndji|xufy:j .butrelt^on coademns them ; 
and every being who is capable of reflect 
^ tioa and meditatioHf .flwuld fee (iodq^n- 
dcntly-;^.Qf the ligfm pf fiiitfa) that, the 
^^v:aog|lical fy^ficm.of morality is^- the only 
true one.- 

. . Lft.w-thi^a only ^eflcera^ only adrnfrc 
xcfiiflfu^ celeQ^^ com 
.^aj \vc n^i^ P^^f all, our anions undc< 
ks guidance i ti^is ^cafgn a btefling from 
Qiir Cre^tor^. ihouW be hucpbjed in. the 
p-ciEence of Ivis Supreme Majefty^ or to 
exprcl^ it better, ^t fliould inftrud us, thaj 
It is only given to.u& to fee k and adore 
him, and riot to comprehend him 5 iris 
rcjifoh which teaehes us diat the myfterics 
of religion ffibuld' be impenetrable for us, 
)and that, ir fliould only.deveIbpe,>and ex«- 
jilain thoft precepts* of ' morality, which 
may ferve to form; and render oiir prin* 
ciples gcrfeftif " • • • 

^ "Cb 
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. Toferve ouf country .is oijr vtuty>; to 
love^k is 9L virtiMM9& and ^tural featiaichti. 
but when this fentiment appears to be a 
/J^fin, it is.jdicn tiotbing- hut the love of 
^lory,. that i«^ to. iiy, f dilgiiifcd .arabi(;ionr 

Wc ought to facrifice all our inter^^^ 
fortune^ and ambition^ and eveathofeof 
6Ur family^; for tbiS good of our country r 
wc (hoilld expofc' our Ijfc in its^*dcfcncc ^ 
we/fti6u!d firlve to be ufeful^ inJinc, wc^ 
fiiould nfiaintain our fidelity, notwithftand* 
ing injuftice,. exilc>,an^roicnption s :thelc 
arc the duties of a good citizen ; they are- 
facred> and we. cannot without beings cri- 
fninal refrain from the performance of 
them I but it was unbridled paflions,^ and 
an execrable fanaricifm, not a vimious lovc: 
of their country^ which ioipired the de- 
ceftable anions of B^-utus^ Timoleon».. 

The 

' ♦ For fome years pafr, the naorders committed? 
by the two Bratufes havi^ beett^reatly extolled r. 
bttt HI crying up thefe unnatural atfli^ns, it was 
not obferved that |he moft virtuous amongft the 
Ikwnaiis at that time, highly di&pproved them.. 
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The ambition oi furpajfwg a cotcm* 
^rary k Infinitdj? rtibrc agrt€iibl^,,~in* 
finicelj^ more encdura^i^ 'tbaH '^tlyac 'd£ 

ifudUingfi ' • i' » '■''* f ^" - "• 

This is the re^'fe^'- why cfte^cHtldrwrGr 
vcty great. riiich feel'. lAt few inciteaiiciitS to 

K |iiftory w€Te iitoi^ftudiftdv} JMj4 hetter 4indnh 

^_jj .1 1? _^ 'J L 1 -1**^1 '^ 




fbiiiK^;v '"'■"' ! /*^ •}-•»»•* v.'t^ fii s-J'-r-r* 4» 
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©/ dicorums md wot^ldly refpetl* 

Jb^icoRtrM cohfifts in always <3emonftm* 
ting in public, and in the prcfcncc of. wit- 
*ieflcl5» a rcfpe<5t; for* rdigion, ciyjUty, and 
the laws tod cudoras. JunjyeriaUy received, 
.when they do nocopppfc morality».*rr-*- 
Virtue and a love of ordjer ntakp ua. na.- 
tiirally obfeTve decorum- /Good ifaftc alonp 
jvilL makfi; os_ keep to .this pbfcryanccu 
To Ihakc oi£.they.ol(^.of decorpm is ppcn|f 
proving ourfelves to be cither impertinent 
iPr.vicipus i and,jdeipifing- general .^Dpinions 
is, to infult the public 

Ptinces, and women particularly, Ihould 
he flavcs to decomm. . : 

-It is quite 4s ine^icuiaBle to fail' in jdc- 
ccnty, as it would be to ally ourfelves with 
the palfionSi 

Decoruiti 
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TDccorum docs not exaA virtue, it on^ 
demands that wc fliould wear an aif of 
refpcft towards lier J nothing can be more 
^reafonablcj and ^ice itfelf cannot re&ie 
her homage, except in ^feigning to forget 
her. 

To affcft an auftere virtue, to aft the 
Tpartbf {Jiety, is not a fubmiffion fo the 
laws of decorum, it is being a hypocrite/. 
To make a parade c^ doing good is to 
be vain-glorious. ' . 

To give an example , of all the anions 
♦pdfitively prcfcYibcd -by religion and fcii- 
TTranity, is to fulfil ^n indifpenfable duty. 
-j-.—'We Ihould neither <?/<?»</ our neigh- 
1>5ur by huniSify, ^ftor pkafe htm through 
bftentation. By obfcrving decorum wi 
thall : keep the jtift >mcan of 'thefc * two ex- 
tremes. ' 
* That wMcK ih fbme focietres is ciWtA 
deHcacy of femiment; Is ' nothing but de*- 
torum tfcfincfd, artd brought to^serfeffioh, 
which teaches us what'^e feould conces^ 
and when we fliould be filent* in order to 
avoid wounding and giving (hocks to 
others. 

, -r 6reat 
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\ iGrcat fcnfibility .united to a jdft and re-' 
fiedtng fni'nd^ produces extreme delicacy. 

Without dcJicacy itis impoffiblc to pleafe> 
.and we icannot be truly beloved. 

Nothing augments delicacy like depend* 

aoccjoiftcd to Sentiment, ^to-thc intereft, 

.and confcquendy the defitfc of pleafing i 

for this reafon women in general poflefi 

fiiBnitely more d^cacy than men. 

, Moreover the particular raodefty pre- 
fcribcd to them ftill refines their delicacy. 
■ ■ ■ « There are ma6y things which they 
Can only half exprefs ! 

Depraved public morals by abolifliing 
decorum, deftroy at the fame time, thfp 
graces, politenefi, delicacy, and tafte; 
they confequcntly occafion an ifrenar- 
able injury to letters: the corruption of 
mor^s ever aanoonces the declkie of 4n 
tcratUFc, 

Worldly refpeft is ia fentiment which 
inclines us to the obfervance of decorums-j 
,a very laudable and neceflary fentiment, 
but which is often confounded with a 
pufiUanimous fear extremely dangerous, 
that of avoiding ridicuk.— — --It 'is non- 

fenfical 
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fenrrcal to dc^ifc a 'w^UJbuided ridididei 
it is cqaally wrong to dread. a ridicutt H 

founded. 

There is a c^rtsdn rtde 'v^ich fliould *e 
"^r guide. 

^ To differ from the^rtivefftlarja rtccivdl 
cuftoms, in rational thif>gs> or thttigpb 
inerejy indifferentji is from carekfihcfii 
igWing caufe for a wcli founded riditiufcii 
but to brave ridicule and mockciyi iQ- 
qrdcr to preferve decency, or for the fafcb 
of doing /.what is truly ufeful, this is to* 
Have a chara<^er, this is knowing how ta 
tt^ink and to adt. 

. . Worldly refpca mifconccived, has becti 
the occafiop of more impiety> ' more liber- 
•tinifm, than even the paffions* 

As for example, if the ftfhion tftabliflntfs 
iefetfforthe4adids to dothe thctnfclvcB iti 
-a manner which is very indecent, 'womch 
of the \ polity ^oyld * mnft ' not -balance or 
rcjedl fuch 4 fafbion. 

If 'cuftotn 'kuthorifes a dance To ittr- 
Itiodeft that it offends men] fhemfcli^tss 
young modeft ?pcrfons mtift nofrcfiife to 
dance it/without rrnining-thc tfflc'^bf^-- 

*ng 
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. i 

fing for prudes ; how much more is it pre- 
ferable to fuflPcr the accufation o( prudery^ 
which is mod generally -only an eulogium 
fe>m cenain people; but the accufation: 
of effrontery is ever the moft horrible and 
iolidting reproach a woman can meet 
with. 

As a ftrangcf) I (hall not permit myfelf 
139 cricicife the H^altzes^ but I may be 'al- 
lowed to fay that this dance appears in* 
tokrabk to German writers of a fuperior 
merit, and who have never been accufcd 
of great rigor, amongft others, the author 
of Wer^berznA Mr. Jacobi : " We can- 
" not*' lays tlie latter, *< boaft much of 
" our decency, or difavow that our women 
«< and girls are trained up to dance with 
«< the moft complete carcleflhels, licenti- 
*9 oufly enclofcd in the arms of men, to the 
«« Jound of foft and intoxicating mufic. 

<« In thi§ unruly whirl, morals and de- 
•« cency feem to be forgotten, and when • 
<* even an innocent creature expofi^ in 
** this manner remains pure ar^d unftained, 
** can fhe refleft without horror, that (he 
♦< may have been thefport of the imagine 
K ations 
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«< anions, of chafe jreung pec^ Co whan 
^ file bas beea delivered up in &cb a 
«( daiice.«-**-^!c b to be wi&ed that our 
<< young women whoftill retain an idea of 
^ modeft}r> could be lodced up in a corner 
^* to bear the converfadons of the fame 
«« men to whom they abandoned themielvea 
« wkh fo IHtle reftrve. 

«* AUb the lo^rer of Sophia Sterahe«i| 
« Weriber, does he not fuBcaf that neiP^er, 
:<• were be to perifii by k, fhould the young 
<( women he }oved> and whom he {bptdd 
«« regard as his omn, be perml{i»d to 
^< dance the Wakz with any but Umn 

fdf;»^ . 

It will undoubtedly be thoagftt rihat this 
crktcifm is ftvt, % but it does nctt come 
from me, I hare even ibftened many of 
iheexprcfRons. 

I will only add one refleAion, which is, 
that this critteifm has been written th'efc 
twelve or fifteen years, and that fince the 
ftipprpffion of petticoats, and the prcfent 
fafhion of ligbt drapery in the Grecian tajte^ 
the Ucentieufnefsof this Con of dance is not 
dimimlhcd'. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP, XVIIL 

Of JPrejudkes. 

r 

JL o have prejudices : this is an accufktion 
npft dreaded by the proud aiid foolilh ; 
and to avoid which they often renounce . 
the tnoft ufeful and refpedhible princi- 
ple J what IS this but d. prejudice ? though 
few arc confcious of rt.-*— *-Thc prevaj!- 
if^. mania of the prefcnt age is never to 
tefleft, and to wilh always to be rational. 
To have prejudice^ properly fpeaking^ is 
to judge of a thing before wc examine or 
comprehend iti and this*, is confequently 
judging ill.-* — Therefore, the unbeliever 
who only reads on the fubjeft of religioni 
the writings of, its detra(9rors, and wha 
Judges by them that religion is falfe ; this 
unbeliever moft juftly dcfcrves to be ac- 
cuicd of prejudice* inftead of theChrillian, 
K 2 who 
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who has profoundly medicated holy writf 
and who like the great Newton, may have 
read fevcn times in fucceffion'^thc bible and 
the fathers ; and who, in fine, has weighed 
allthc proofs of religion, and the fophifms 
of the impious ; he is not at all prejudiced, 
for he judges after a Jong examination, 
and by a knowledge of the caufe. 

If we underftand by prejudice, all ideas 

. falfc or true, admitted with or without 

examination ; no man can term a religious 

belief a prejudice^ becaufc no man can 

prove geometrically that it is falfe. 

As for fcientific opinions, the moft cele- 
brated and learned in general have been 
chofe moft prejudiced (at leaft excepting 
modern philofophers) ; for in raifingfyftems 
they adopt all luppofitions and many falfc 
ideas, which bear the appearance of pro- 
bability J neither do the fciences advance 
better tkan the pilgrim of Loretto, who 
. always took three ftcps forward and two 
back. 

The influence of the moon over the lea 
has been rcjeded, «;^d again admitted i 

the 
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the form of the tcrrcftrial globe has been 
changed ftveral times i the Icriptu res have 
been attacked for a length of time on ac- 
count of the great number of ftars men- 
tioned in fomc parts of it : the learned tell 
lis with precifion that there are only one 
thou(and and twenty -two. The new inftru- 
ments and clearer obfcrvers have juftificd 
the truth of the fcriptures however. 

^They have for ages treated as abfurd 
fables, a number of fafts in natural hiftory 
advanced by Pliny, and others of the an- 
cien^ts,. acknowledged as truths at this day« 

Therefore, to have prejudices is not a 
matter which (houW cattfe fo much dreads 
fincethc moft learned arc fubjcdt to the 
fame. 

With regard to pfejudicps on matters 
of morality, thefe are alon^ pernicious and 
irDporrant, and when 'morality' is feparated 
frocn religion, it becomes abfolutely arbi- 
trary, and maintains with equal fuccefs, 
opinions as well againft as f^r it. Thus 
do the modern philofophers. They have 
even overthrown the true and right in- 
junSlions^ to fubftitutc inftead this horri- 
^i blc 
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hit maxim : Jo unkf others in f lace af g^oi 
the leaji ill you may he able*. 

The only moralifts free fnooi prejiidicd^. 
are thofe who make Evangelical precepi»- 
the bads of their morality. 

The moS grofi and extravagant hmaf^ 
in Ibciecy woiidd be hc^ who ta tfaii^ whScb 
neither bi^ morals twr moraHty^ iwould 
only approve on likt to follow wknever 
appeared juft and tettcmal; thia JMiag' 
would rejed as foolifh alLthad approaciicd. 
delicacy I be would dot beficatt to aflc 
chancy each time be &iled of moneys; he 
would do a (hou&nd things of this fott^ 
which are not^ in themfirivrs crifnimd 1. 
byt which neverthdefi ate confidered* aau 
enligns of litdehefi by thofe who have- 
clevated minds. 

Tbcfe opinions are howewr but pr^«- 
diees^ yet ^ey ennoble our fenttmemsiu 
diey difpenfe a refbement throughout the 
commerce of fociety, they give a greater 
value to benefiqent a<5liooa> and more digmtjr 

• J. J. Rouflfeaa. 

; ioi 
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in misfortune. Are ^there tbeti ufeful and 
reipedable prejudices ? 

There afc no odious prejudices but thofe 
which attack morality, and ferve to relax 
its obligations. 

We fhould empby all our forces in the 
deftruftion of fqch^ and we ought on the 
contrary to reipe£fc and ftrengthen the pre- 
judices,, or in other -words the fcndmencs 
of delicacy which ierve to exalt virtue, and 
which tend to render m^pkind better^ con^ 
iequendy more happy. 



IC4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Of Death. 

IVl E DiT ATioNS OH dcath can only be ufcful 
and falurary in a long and dangerous illnelsj^ 
which has not deprived us of our intellec- 
tual faculties. 

To meditate on death with any efFcfl:,, 
it is neceflary to cpntemplate it near witli 
7^ mind imprc0ed with the awful truths of 
religion. The contemplation is not with- 
out fwcetnefs j i( produces a fubfime emo^ 
rion, of which no other rentimcnt can give 
an idea \ it elevates and fills the whole 
foul ; it confounds the imagination, but ac 
the fame time exalts it to the moft Hea- 
venly fervour. 

How elevated, how affcfting arc the 
refiedions of a good man on his death- 
bed !— — Yet a moment and Heaven fhall 
open on his eycs^ bis cars (hall be falutcd 

i^ith 
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V9ith its rapturous harmony; he (hall be 
united to ail eternity to the only (burce of 
infinite pcrfcdion ! that aAive and fearch- 
ing mind (hall behold truth unveiled in all 
its fplendour ; that . fufceptible foul which 
nothing here could, fatisfy, (hall cnjoy-thc 
felicity of admiring, and of loving without 
meafure and withoutend!— — What hopes! 
what anticipations 1 

Whilft we arc in perfc£t>health the night 
of the tomb makes- but little impreflion 
on the imaginadon ; it is on a fick bed^ it 
is when labouring under the weight of 
fomc painful malady, far" removed from^ 
our connexions, fromall human confola- 
iron, that we can rcflcA to any^urpofe on ' 
thts important fubjeft; ' 

In the laft moments of tho(e philofophers 
Tt^id of religion, nothing is to be (een but 
terror and pufillanimity*, or pride and* 

K 5 often- 

/ • ■ • 

* It is well kn^wn in what a daftanJly maimer 
tfAlembert met death, atthoirgh he died of a very ' 
lingering illnefs. His friends did not dare to adver- -' 
tife him of his danger ; it was wi(hed that hefhould ^ 
kavcleft legacies to fome of his domcflics, butji' 

was-* 
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oftenwdoB. Thfejratre detached from *Vi?f3r 
thing but ihemfelws 3 they n&^ they fpciis:- 
011)7 to mfptre adrniradon in the fiiriotiild* 
ing fpciftttors, or to become ftAje£b oC 
wonder to future readers. 

The hour of death is nor a ttcnc for- > 
pTeafantrie% we ought to die with dig^ 
nit^ ^ 

To afFeft to die with pcrfcflr indifference' 
ttiuft be 'cither the overweening infolcnce- 
of prfde, or the effcar of fUiprd infcnfiv • 
bility.. ' .'- 

was not poflSble to him toKiin the iikoofinakil^;' 
h\$ will, 

Rtfad the vn^mQiis of M«(}i»Tno d^ Rbknd »; 
duringall her captivity, and in hourly ex pecflation? 
of death, (he thought not of her daughter, be- 
qiieathed her no inftTU.<Ribnsfor Her fii^re Krfe ;. 
3?et fhe wrote volumes, in €*9ery pagje of whkliA 
jc to be feen barftipg forth the Tpirit of periyt 
aiufnofi^y, apd the moft ridiculo-is Vanity. Me- 
moirs frivolous and fcandalous,s filled with falf- 
l^oods, licentious details^, unimerefling anecdptes, 
and diftorted portraits. At the awful mpnaent of 
qM^ttinglife are thefe ideas wbictv ought to employ 
a, rational being, toeranloy a mother about to leave - 
an, only diiughter then but thirteen years old j 
about to leave her a prey to misfortune, and in 
what timefrl 

Were- 
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Were we forced to tear ourfcivcs from 
our family and native country ^ go ami 
ft:t^ in fome foreign land^ we fhould not 
JUofh to flxew regret, why then alhatned to 
feel it in dying ? 

It is only for faints to quit life without 
Kgret> but far from dying with indifference^ 
or without thought^ that decifive momef\f 
is to them the moft important epocha of 
their lives, ^ancl nothing can withdraw 
tlieir aaention from thofe great ideas which 
ought alone to octopy k at that momen- 
tous rrifis; 

I can perceive nothing but an oftenta^ 
taous pride in that circumftahce cited by 
Seneca of the philofopher Canus; who> when 
condemned to death and awaiting the Turn* 
mons for bis executioni^ employed thofe 
laft precious moments in playing at chefs, • 
and it is (aid won the game. Hisadverfary,* 
I fulpcft, from a love- of the marvellous, 
made no great efforts to difpute that gloiy 
with him. How much more truly great 
does Socrates appear in my eyes, when 
after having drunk the hemlock he exerted 
himfclf in the- care of ccmfoling his friendisj 
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and converfed with them on ih^ imtxipita- 
lity of the foul 1 . ' i 

f To bcftow panegyric on falfc virtxics is 
to hold up to admiration txtravf^ioce an^ 
hypocrify. ^ 

I rccollea in the memoirs of the Car- 
dinal de Retz, to read this excellent obfcc- 
vation : a man of true genjus elevated to an 
eminent fituatioHy never comimences by little 
things to difcharge a great employment • 
Might it not alio be faid that a noble foul 
endued with ftnfibiJity, will never terminate 
the great employment of life by little things- 
ufelcls or frivolous ? 

Funeral pomp are two words which 
ought never to have bcen^ united. Pom|y 
in a ceremony which dcmonftratcs to us 
in fp ftriking a manner the nothingness of 
human grandeur and the ablurdity of variityE 
The moft neceflary and ni^oft beautiful 
prnament of a fuperb maufpleum is an 
illuftriou^ namei but nothing appears to 
me more ridiculous than to laviftx brafe 
and marble, and to expend treafurcs to in- 
form travellers and ftrangcrs that an obfcurc 
perfon who, during his lifcdmc, has never 

doac 
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done any thing to entitle him to celebrity, 
died iw fuch a year. Thefc monuments 
confer no ihore honour on the dcccafcd 
tbian the little funeral culogiums of cilizcn * 
Garai do to the repui;ations of thole whom 
he . has praifed. There is however this 
differeftcej that thefc eulogiuras always ruin 
the printer ;Who^publiflics them^ whilft a 
magnificent tomb may at lead: immortalize 
the fculppor*. 

' The laft wifhes of dying perfons ought 
to be diftated by religion, by benevolence, 
-gratitude and friendlliip^ they ouglit to 

* ditizen Garat has exercifed hfs pen on atl 
kinds of iubje<^s ; there are to be foqhd in his 
works, if not a great variety of talents, at lead 
an aftoniihing variation of fentiments. Under the 
anci^t government he made the panegyric of a 
great man,, the Chancellor de THopital, as iAe 
mofl Ivfal of/ubje^s amidft times o/faShn. Since 
the revolution he has Written the eulogium of 
Danton. 

If ever citizen Garat gives the world a complete 
edition of his works» he may take as motto Ltmg 
li've. the king, fucce/s to /edition j or this ftill more 
energetic and vaoxGya^^ Long fiourijh virtut, /ucce/s 
"/• crimos. Th|s laft would in general be perfeAly 
fuitable to all the modern philofophers fuch as 
yoltaire, Diderot, HclYetius, J. J. Roufleau, &c. 

exprcfe 



txprefi the defire of conrding tholin 
fiirvire ; all other eonfilerations, ai ti» 
ifirhat they leave behind them, ape pueifle 
" or blameabfe. It is natiiral^to fuppofe his^ 
intentions inuft be vktuomi who has buc 
a moment to Kve,> and who is about M 
appear before the Supreme Judge of alt 
heart. It k thta perfuafion which faai 
ever rendered dying injuMihns relpe£tabkr>. 
and has made them be regarded as f^ ^ 
cred. . . ' 

The laft will of the late Monfieur de ft 
Gondamine contained this ckufe : ^< Mf . 
^ body ihalL be opened^ if from any eb- 
\ << iervations made during my laft illneist^ 
«« anatomifta think they can by this means 
«< acquire any new et ufefii) lights^ in the 
^ progrefi of their art, and in eonfequcnce 
« ferviccable to humanity.*' This is the 
ipirit in which all the articles of a lad wilt 
ought to be drawn ! AIas.1 of wba&inspore- 
ance is rt to us that our bones fhould be 
iJepofued in fuch a. place, our heart ia 
fiKh another! — ^-Are thefe ideas which^ 
ought to employ him who touches the 
utmoft totaof his exifttiice ; of him vAm 

bids 



>' 
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bids an eternal idieu to bis hmily, to his* 
firiends, to the world in fhorc, which is 
about to vanifli for ever ffx)nv his eyes ? 

Tohope that after our death our friends 
ftould preferve a tender remembrance of 
|is> is the natural mih of fenfibilicy ; but to 
defire to leave behind us thofe deep traces. 
ef grief and defpaiv never to be cBvcecl. 
to pleafe ourfelves with the idea that 
•ur. friends (hall ever remain ioconlc^bter 
fbr ogt^BofB, is the inhunnan wifh of pride. 

A rcKj^us man on hts death^bed is the. 
lAofl: refpedteblb of hmnan beings. He 
abjures^ with fincerity rverjr emotion of 
hatred or of vcr^ance ; he feels all ihe^ 
cmptinefs of ambitiont of pleafurc, andt 
of fame ;. nothing but virtue is efttmable 
in his ey:esi he alone is the true philo* 
fiiphcr. 

There can be no real magnificence in 
the ihoft pompous obletjuies, unieft re^ 
UgioufljjF performed J if nothing in thofe 
jblemnmes impref&s the idea of. religion^ 
it prefents onl]^ the dreadful image of 
annihitatiom 

CHAP:. 
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GHAP. XX, 

Of SuUide^- 

And I alfo wHl again- offer my opiniodt- 
on fuicidc*. 1 (ball employ neither far- 
fetched phr^snor metaphyfic^ bqmbaft^.. 
I (hall merely fct forth in thefimpl^lan* 
gnage*of truth what humanity di^tes oa. 
this important fubjefti With reluftance. 
I find myfclf conftraincd to eridcife a. 
female author y a liberty I have never* 
before allowed- myfelf, bccaufe I have 
ney^r before difcovered in any of their 
writings principles of a dangerous t^n** 
dency. 

I have ever done juftic^* to the talents 
of each of this deicription with a fentimenr 
of peculiar intereft and pleafurei' a& a 
femalc>,and an author myfelf 4 feet hcmored. 

♦ Iirfome-'of my other worksr Ihave long fioce 
fpoken oaxhts fubje(5l -, I lhall endeavour to avoid 
repetitions herci ■ • '• 

by 
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by their fuccefs, forry for their errors ; and 
I (hay^comixic the opinions of the apologid^ 
or rather the pahegynft of filicide, wfth ' 
regret, with cftecm, and with all that con* 
fideration which i^ bfcr due. 

The modern philofophers have refpeftcd 
neither religion nor morality $ yet I knowr 
none of them who have approved of 
fukidf , at leaft openly } and certainly none 
of' them have ventured on the eulogium' 
of this crime. 'It is nevertbele6 true, tliat 
then- fiital dofirines^ tn propagating ma^ 
terialifm, have in con&quence multiplied 
the number of its votaries; and in cGt6k 
never has this gloomy mania been fo pre* 
valent, fo univerfal, as it is become in our 
days, and pardcdarly within the laft ten 
years, as may be eafily afcertained by read-* 
ing the French and Engliih papers pub- 
li(hed during that period. It is impoffible 
to help fhuddcring at the bloody lift of al| 
iheic vidims of fuicide fince the epocha I 
have mentioned *i even children arc of 

* I, reckoned feven inftances. which were mad^a 
public in -the little town of ScUefwig^ alou^, in 
the courfe of eighteen mQnthi. 

the 
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die number ! The £ngU(h papers of 1797 
(Tb^ LomhMCbroftkli) meiukMi two cfaiU 
drei^i one eleven^ the other twelve years 
old^ who btti;^ themlclves.mthe vtcmity 
of London ! Horrid prodigy! whacf ki« 
fincy ttfelf defpcHlcd of ihoocence^ deprived 
of hopei fl^U it tbw renounce the ftwer 
if^fld of nacune ! dms ieje& with^honor 
die cup of life which icvoe its lipshxi 
QHicbed, and ia. near the ciidle dig iv^ 
grave ! O unfojiimiteniothers^l i hear jrour 
lacnentabk cries; they echo to the ioov^ 
Rcefies of my heart I^and it is-in this bar* 
harous i^e«-<4his age in - which ib* CMinjF: 
weeping &mi&s groan ovec misfartoncft 
fiich as thefes in which filicide bas^ com.* 
ftom lb many mothers^ wives, and cliil4rew» 
tbeobjcAs of thcic senderrft bve^ortbe 
iole fupports of their exift^^nce;. iti^ im 
tbefe deplorable dffics» that an wmbat 
anived a^ mamntys a woman pofieffing fen^ 
fihility of Ibtil^dascs to. call fuicidc Afith^ 
Ume aB. Hcai? hei?. own wosds : 

« Great criminals may be intrepid in 
^ dan^j fliis isiJic efieft of intoxication, 

« It 



ftA BR.U¥r£IlS THE ^EIS. 2:1 1 

« it is an cmorion, a meaas, abope^ an- 
^a&ion*. but thefe fame fnt{i> though 
^ the moft miferable of beings^ fcarceljr 
^ ever put aa end to their ibfierii^ by ^ 
^ vojuntaiy death i whether it be riiat 
« Providence has not fcen fit to grant 
^ them this fublime^ refbmtcet. or whether 
•« that there is in guilt an ardent kWOx- 
^nei&> whichy without giving enjoyment^ 
^ excludes^ thofe deyatedi ienttments with. 
^ which wc muft of 0Qcfely<es renauooe 
^lifeV* 

. The only, diing thai; 19 pev&ftly ^ear 
io^ this extraordinary paf&ge v^ that, ac« 
CQidiog to the wthor, fuicide^ fo &r from 
being a crioie^ is a fublivu aftion^ whkbi 
#iofe only are capabk of who have viry^ 
eUvatfid Jhttimemii the author concludes 
her deyelopement of this opinio&i l^ exr* 
clainoing: # 

.<« Alas! ho# difficult would it« be to* 
«^\avoid feeling an intereft ^r that xnan^ 
^ jgreacer than nature hcrfcl^, at the mo« 

• Of the Inftuenct of the Pqfftons ufvn the Haffi^ 
meji tf IniividuaU and of Nations ^ by the Baronef» 
«r Staddc floljtein^ ^Z^^W 

^ mcnt 
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"m.ent when^hc rejeiSs what he has re- 
«< ceivcd froni her ; when he makes ufc of 
" Itfe to dcftroy life i when he is enablerf 
*«^ by ftrcngth of mind to (ubdue the molt 
" powerful inftindt implanted in men,. that 
" o( fclf-prcfervatioji : how dtfiicuk noc to^ 
«* believe him poflcflcd of generous cmo- 
•^ tions who voluntarily embraces deaths 
** when it is <ionfidered that adual vrllairis 
«« are incapable ^f fuch- an* adKon ! A 
^« noble Ibul-nriuft feel a^egree of fufFering^ 
♦« in not. being able thoroughly to dcfpifc 
« thai being ^Vhicb^had infpir€d.ic with- 
«horror\" 

I am forty to Be obllgccf to inflKt onr 
Madame dc Stael this fpecies^f fiiffering^ 
by tnfbrEning her of what Ihe atone feems 
ignorant, ' rhat the nK)ft execrable villains;, 
rfic greaceft monfters that have ever exifted^ 
were ^11 fuicides. Sardariapalus,- 'Nero, 
M^flaHna:, aiKl the ungfateful and falfe 
difciplf the traitor Judas f. Thefe are 

beyond* 

*• Page 245. 
f Sardanapalus fet fire to his palace, and-preci* 
/piTated himfelf uito the flames j Nero killed him* 
felf with thefword of hisfecretary Epaphroditus; 

MeiQdina 
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beyond contradi^ion the mod dilhonored, 
the nroft lafamous names that have been 
ttTwfrnittcd to as by hiftory,: thus we may 
behold aamtviltains who were capable of 
Ais fuhfimg aiflion: and whoever knows 
hiftory thoroughly, muft alfo know, thdc 
ahnoft aU fuicidcs were tyrants, parricides, 
.murderers $ in fine, atrocious villains , 

But what meaning can we annex lo 
th ofe, f j^eflions : that man is greater than 
mature ber/el/, bccaufc be rejms what be 
has received from ber, and becaufc he 
makes ufe of life to defiroy life I Docs 
grcatoefs then confift in bani/hing the fcn- 
tjments of nature .• ftot merely when it 
iinfwers no ufe toothers, but whe^ it tends 
to the prejudice of fociety ? U this the 
way to become greater tbajt nat'ure hetu 
fetf? Wnat praife then can be given to 
the virtuous )nan who fecrificcs all bis 

M«fr,Ii„a fei^ed the fword of the tribune fent to 
upprehendher.andftabbedherfelf; and fudas 
after having received the nrice S u- ^ - ' 
unable t.> fupport the weight of his v^mor/ft, 
demand haagedhimfeJf. ' 

inlcrcfts, ) 
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incerefls, aU bis piflidns^ his life itfd^ to the 
puMicgoojd? 

Again i what meaning do thcfe worck 

^ottveji to he enabled byfirengtb of mnd 

U fubdue the fnoft powerful hjiinlt im- 

.planted in tfutn^ that of felf-ptejervationt 

^vciy fcntiment Mrhrch wc cxdnguifli w 

fliac. is fubdued byfirength of mind', ^sA 

the fokKer who fkft mounts thie breaciiy 

and C3^fcs himfclf to the ftrc of the 

jenemy > is alio enabled by flrtngtb of mind to 

fuldue the ^{i powerful ittftinSl implanted 

in'man. ^ 

Ought we t<if praiie that in humour ^ad 
mifenthropjT which makes us rejeB the 
gifts of a bcnefadtor? But the modem 
pbilofc^hy is incapable of admiring th^ 
man truly fuhUme^ (fuch, for inftance, as the 
hxt Monfieur de Lagaraie,) who, looking 
:Uk &me and pkafurc; in their true light, 
voluntarily renounces all the ^fts of nature 
and of fortune,, diftrihutes all bis wes^ch to 
the unfortTanate, buiics himfclf with thcra 
ia the recefics of an bofpical, and there 
devotes himfelf to the fole employment of 
tending and being ufeful to them. 

Madame 
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Madame de Siftcl fays again : 

^« There is femtbihg which difplaytt 
^ fenfibifity and a philofbphic mind in the 
^*a^on of icif-dcftniftioD, «^i&/Vift i/^- 
«♦ praved beings are utterly (tj^ngers to.'*. 

Here is a paflage utterly incomprehen- 
'f&Ac. There is fame thing which difplays 
^enJtbiUty in the action of felf-deJlru£Iionl 
There is, in reafitjs ibme thing prcoifcly the 
contrary ; for by a voluntary death we 
muft refblve to abandon for ever all that 
Ve love, to plunge into mifcry all by whom 
'^e are beloved. Suicide is an zSt of the 
inoft decided Tclffflincfs-: to free ourfclvca 
individually fh>ni pain, or from a weari* 
«cfi for Hfip, we ftcrifice all to that defirc— 
fiiendfhip, love, the fentiments of nature^ 
and duties the moft facred. What fcnfi- 
fcility is dif|iayed in fuch an aft ? 

As to pbilofophyy (die modem kind I 
mean,) I eoafeis it is a fyftem very* favor- 
abfc to fuicide; for .the man without 
aSeftions or attachments here, who fs 
impious towards Heaven, a^d difcontcnted 
with life, conraiits a very naturaladioniti 
rulhing voluntarily on death : he alone is 

neither 
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neither wj^ak norrafhio doing (b; he is 
conGfttnt. Amongft the ancients .the 
fophift Hegcfippus exhortcdihis difciples 
to fclf-murdcr, when life had no longer 
.any charms for them : he was for Ms 
rcafon called the oraeor $f death. This 
tragic epithet might with juftice be given 
• to our modern philofbphers, whofe horrid 
' principles produce the fame confequenccs. 
Madame deStael thinks Aiicide not 
only fublime but necejfary in.republicsj and 
to ardent fouls. This is the manner iq 
which (he explains this ftrange doctrine : ^ 
« I fear I (hall be accufed of having 
« too often, in the courfc of this work, 
"mentioned fuicide as an a£lion worthy 
^' Qf praife. I have not examined it^as to 
*< its agreement with xtligious principles, 
*< always rcfpeftable j but ii^ a , poliucal 
«« light only* It is, in my opinion, that in 
<^ republics that fentiment which led the 
«' ancients to deprive thtmfelvc of cxift- 
« encc is neceflary j and that in particular 
<« fituations, ardent fouls, who yield to the 
<« impulfcs of nature, require this- refourcc 
« to look forward to, that thejr may not 

become 
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*«« become depraved "by niisfortuflc, or ftill 
-«« more, perhaps by thofe ftruggles which 
«* they mjdce to avoid it*/* 

Madame dc Staeladds: that in yield-. 
'*' ing to love, it is only ihofc men who 
•« are capable of the refolution ncceffary 
•** for fclf-murdef, who can, with the 
^* fligbteft fhadow of wifdom, attempt this 
•** great road to happinels-f." 

The author confcflcs that (he has not 
examine fuicide as to its agreement with 
religious princifdes, always * reJpeSable. 
^ince flic thinks this agreement refpeStable^ 
fhe ought not to have omitted fuch an 
€Kamination. She 4ias then confidered it 
only in a political li^ht ; and, in an invefti- 
-gation of this nature, ought humanity to 
Jiavc been forgot ? — Forgot did I fay? — 
Ah ! in that difcrcct apology is not huma- 
flity cruelly violated? In holding up. fuicide 
to admiration, is not felf-murder rccom- 
«»■ 

• Page 158. Thisii rather obfcure: we muft 
fuppofe the meaning to be, tTiat inftead of combat- 
ing a criminal paflion we ought to deftroy onr- 
felves., 

t Page 158. 

. L mended? 
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iflciided'? And, in<}arij^to recMia^iSfldk« 
h it not blood chat is required i 

God forbid that i 4hovid attribute to 
the heart the atoFS ef the judgitient : in 
{)his horrid ipSLVAdox 1 perceive mxhiog 
m^fetfaan a mere wartt 6f refibStioii^ ted 
I am iperfoftded Ihot ihb mitbor -wiH he 
Tzgjcr to refraft optnioiis too h^ftilf ad^ 
vanced, and ^e 'COBie<)uences df whkh 
iHakehutnantey ihudden 

The ^tHhor fafs, that atdent jkuh ^o 
jield to the imfulfts of ftafurt^ require iHis 
I'dSntrce toiook fii^rward to, (bat liny may 
m£ lxc<me dipraved by misforittne. To 
yield to the impulfes ^f naturey meatis here 
to give a toofc to the.paffions ; and cVery 
being who docs fo muft became depraved » 
^nd above all,'' in the great road to happi- 
nefs. 

As to the netejfAy of fuicidein a re- 
ptibUc, 4c is impofiible m divine the 
rcafons on -which it iy founded; and the 
author jgivcs none. The religion of the 
' .pagans certainly tnade no crime of fuicidc ; 
but all their great philofophers difap- 

prioved^ 



prortd ei an aftion wiiich humanky ^lone 
ffiuftcvier rejedir. 

Even in cb^fe times political confider-- 
adons often obliged tegiflators to frame 
laws particular^ fevene agaunft fiufdde*.i 
«iid all good hiftoriai9.s have .reimrked^ 
chat twheoetr^r itetefmcn haw embraced % 
JMluntary deaths it has always proved 
ia^l to the public, wealj and that* the 
republic was ruined bcycfnd refource by 
-idiat of the latter Cato. in dSitAy if 
|bieic}6 deprives, a country .^f a great man^ 
<0r.9f a goodcittKcn otiiy^ At is affijcedlj 
very hurtful to fociety -, and if it fails upon 
H guilty ^wretch^ it only fn^tches hitti 'from 
$he hands of the law, and. from that ex- 
emplary punilbment which the .public 

* ArnQijg ot]iep$, that whicliorcjained; that the 
bodies of all wojpen who had mac'v attejnipts upon 
their own lives flioufd, after their deaths, be ex- 
pofed naked in the public places \ a decree which^ 
tO:th^ honor of thofe remote ages» put a Rop 
among the females to the rage for fuicide, which 
Had become almqii umverliih ' This circumAance 
alfo' proves rhat the a<fl ,of felf-«nurder does-nofc 
require zfublime courage," fince the weaker fex are 
in often and fo eafily induced to the pi^rpetration 
i»f itk 

h 2 fafetjr 
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fafety rendcrs.ncceflary:: thus, then, even 
in a political light fuicidc is as detrirnentJiI 
as it is criminal in a..religious and mond 
fcnfc. 

Madame de Stael, whe beholds fuicide 
.only as an a6bion fublime^ mfe^.and nectf^ 
Jary^ afferts that it can only be the «fult off 
that :frofaund refieSion^ that contemplative 
calm^ of which ihc really guilty are.^V- 
tapahle. 

And this is the.reafon.tb^y are not fui- 
.cidciS: '*Thc guilty man/', fays :.flie, « is 
-^^ doubtful and agitated in all his^tkoughts 

5« • * '*tandinfuchaftatetheife 
«' never exifts that fpedes of contemplative 
5* calm, crfj profound jcfledion ncceflary to 
" inveftigate truth, and from that iavcfti- 
'' gation to forip irrevocable refdjutionsj;" 
This aflcrdon. is contradifted l^y expe- 
riepce > for many a£ls of fuigide, fer froip 
lacing the rcfulc of projound refieitiort^ ami 

f Thefe points mark thHuppreffion of « paf- 
Fa^e abfolutely unintelligible, on the though cs ef ^ 
guilty man. 

4 Page 424. 
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contemplative calm, are the effefts of 
fuddcn emotions and violent fits of rage 
or dcfpair : bcfidcs, Madame dc Stacl con- 
tradidts berfelfi for in the fame work (he 
fays : 

•* A perfon who gives hirofelf up to 
*♦ any excefs^ afts at firft by^ impiilfion j 
<< but when arrived at its height, it always 
^* produces- a fort of tenfion involuntary 
<« and terrible; when got out of the line 
«< of nature, in whatever fenfc it may be, ic 
•<'is no longer the paflion that commands^ 
«*'but the contraftion which fuftainsthcm." 
Here is a paflagc which (lands in much 
need- of' a commentary. What is called 
gettiffg cut of the line of nature ? Is it not 
^ cut of the line of nature to perform' anions 
which appear fupernatural to common 
obfervers, and equally fo,.a6lions which arc 
mofnftrous in the judgment of all I. Heroifm, 
then, and the bafcft wickednefSj^re equally 
Out of the line of nature. Dccius pre- 
cipitating himfelf into a gulph to fave the 
republic, and Brutus allailinating his father, 
arc both cut of the line of nature j fince 
L 3 the 
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the brie triumphed over nature, the otlwr 
violated htf k^firr biie csn it be faid that 
k 11^^ hot the ^4[^« whidi tommaruiid 
thcfetwcyaAMHts? ftrfd that inilcad €if tbe 
love of fame, (well or ill undcrftoodi),it 
was afi htmlikitwrji Uf^i or eimtrSSiw^ 
wfeich ft^aimd tbetti. What diffcrcBce 
does the wtbor find tecwwa tht paffioii: 
and what ihe caHs /^^^ amd cwmr^imf: 
What, dgain, is meant f>y bring atrrieit^ 
fucefs by rmpul/mi I d<:^ not Snd fimk 
>yith the irregi^^anty of th;j txpsciBbDi but 
I a(k agaln^ ^bat is this hf^ifiM wfakh. 
dii&iiB aifo from fdffion^ &om imjmig and 
tontraaioH f 

One thing, however, may be cfcaHy dtl^ 
tovened in this pafikge; which is, that 
the author means to fay, that all excels W 
produced by -a violent movetncnt of the 
paffioTO, and confcquently by a movement 
withom reflaaion: this thotght, thus 
trtinjlated^ Is not new : but it has at Icaft 
the merit of beitvg juft, and abfolutcly 
contradids all dfiat the anchor has advanced 
iipon the tmtemplative c^lm^ the pmfound 
rafieaion of which fmcide is the refuU ; 

fincc^ 



fiace^ by her i^wn coofefliott, ^ filicide is put 
0f. tke lint of nature. 

Hov many contradidvoos, ^ fUfe M^ifoiv- 
ings, anderrors/ might peopbfparfi thfim-» 
ieives, were they to read mare deeply, 
refleA: maturely^ and make ic ait invariable 
nde never t^ llray from the fiindanieatal 
pmcipks of aioralky 1 

TJieamhw condemns h^ielf when ifae 
fays (p. 2^^): ^ Had this fimple prin- 
««eiple be«i 4iiope deejjy fdt; naaiely, 
*<*that ffikiii i>4i MPt tbi righf tc d4 evil ihut 
^€ good may ume of h^ we fiiouki not have 
•'•feen fo many human vidims irru»olated 
<*-evcn on the wry akar of the virtues*." 

* 7^ 4?//^r of the virtues iu France I There 
they *r« only feen overthrown. Thi^ is exprefTed 
-with fublimity in the admirable lines of the Abbe 
de Lille : • 

Yet ! ye who dare from Heaven ufurp its po\ver» 
Cy^rthrpw ^Kec^Uars of eten^l trvt^i, 
Y^ vi)e oppreflbrsof a bleeding woild, 
TVemble ! ye are imnwrtal I 
And ye unhappy vitflims of the hour, 
Aflured your God wiih watchful car«regard« you. 
On ^arth yqwx ^ixng p909ge Ippfl. fta^U end : 
Ec coi?j4bff^/5 yeare^inojsaQrtall 

L 4 Ic 



It is a firange inconfifteocy to acknoififi^ 
ledge that it is not pcirinitted to do evii^ 
that good may come of it ;.. and yet to re- 
commend iuicide.. To caccufe humanicyv. 
not from the intentional but the aSual.^ 
evil conveyed in fuckadvlee ; it.might be 
faid, that we ihould fee with pleafure an» 
unhappy man, weary of life^. free himfelf 
from the infupportable burthen* This 
wpuld of itfelf be a Orange fentiment; and 
I doubt whether ever foft compaflion has- 
produced fuch a one in a female bofom: 
but ftill. there is an infinite difierence be-. 
cwccn an involuntary wifh and a.ferious 
counfel. We may. be allowed not »• 
grieve for the death of the unfortunate ; 
but it is certainly a crime to furnifti the 
means to a mifcrable wretch who wiflies 
to deprive himfclf of life, or to encourage 
him in the horrid dcfign : what is^ itv.thca 
to exhort him to iti and to endeavour to 
prove to him that fuch an attempt is an 
adion wifCf ntcejfary^ and Jublime f 

If it is allo>yable to exhort to fuicide,,. 
if it is deemed greatnefs of mind to de- 
prive cu;fclves of exiftence when we be- 
lieve 
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Hcve its evils irremediable ; we muft aifo 
approve of the ferocity of thofe unnatural 
lavages, who, when their parents arrive at 
extreme old age, cut their throats, that 
they may free them from the fufferings 
caufed by infirmities and decrepitude, fuf- 
ferings which admit not of cure. We muft 
admire too thofe inhuman Others who 
ftifle their infants at their birch,' if they 
exhibit any deformity of body, or if their 
ftture fete in life promifes nothing but, 
xnifery. Barbarities fuch as thcfe, which 
make humanity ftudder, are the' natural 
confequences of a fehtiment which approves 
of andethorta^tofuicide, that the unfortu- 
nate may^rcethemfelves from their mifcrics. 
Let it' big confidered; befides, if happi - 
nefs is uncertain/ miifortuhe is rarely with- 
out reniedy, • Time maycanfole u$; fate . 
may change; and he who believes himfclf 
the moft unfortunate of beings may ytt 
become happy. ' ^ 

I know that the man of impetuous paf. 
fions, a prey to fufferings, rcafons not thift; 
hfe pcrfuades himfclf that his wretchednefs 
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is without example, aad whhout reJburce r 
and that nothing can ever alleviate his 
afflidion : fuch is the language of paflioo ; 
but is k that of reafon ? is it chat which st 
inoraiift ought to employ } 

0*r fuS!brings ape hkA too ofien tcnagi* 
nary, too often the cfFoSis of ^ror,4tnd^l0a 
often wbutided prtiie ihas pfi^dmcod thieifaial 
aft of fuicide. 

Thus, then, did this^gdinarjr refource 
wound neither rdigion nor monSlty^ ftiH iC 
isinexcufohfle tof>r0itfc^r^oadvHc it>4n?j$a«ile 
it i« an aft of the highcft impttKJfcnce-; tan 
aft /which neceflTafrtly produfics irhe 'nioft 
fatal confequchces. We (bould feel the 
tendereft pity, and M^ep Cor the misfbretme 
of a family fpom whom relentlefs war had 
fnatched a belovtcd father, an adored ion ; 
but does not fuicide al£b snake widows and 
orphans ? and^o fill up the meafure of the 
woes of thcfe 4Uifartunace vi(&ims, they are 
deprived of all thofe coniolations which 
rcflcdled fame and * honour might ofier 
them. 

If there is grandew of foul in fuicide, 
there is confequently meannefs in rcHgna- 

tion i 
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ti^q i if Jhc. i^ greater than nature wh9» 
ujJRbJf Jt9 %pQrt mjsfoftupc, rulhc? on 
yplil'V^ry 5Ji?ikt|bi to fnce himfclf from it^ 
S.^^gn.ap^l|^ dfpi^ft thp flaipps cf hia p- 
b.Qe » Sar^and|)a}u^ is ^ divine t?ejng i and 
Bicjifvius fjrfp9ilc,d of all^ b^ii^d^ *V3^'^p? 
prpX?ribcd, ap4 Submitting to his f^te 
wirivftuf a Cpji^pljiint or rnurnjur ; Bclil^rius 

is a CQVjr^rd Irrr-r-* 

Althftygh in thus combating filicide I 
h^vc yolup,^3^riIy deprived myfclf of my 
(lifQC^eft fprce, in not employing the vie- 
torXpusi VAi> with >yhich religion might 
fgmilh n\e, yet I d^rc tjclieve that iy)[ada,mc 
dc Si^c^,4>jpf^fjing thi^cmcifm, will wifh 
hj^V who!? heart dif^vpM? thofc pernicious^ 
eftprs which from the '^firft fhe muft have 
detefl;e(^, h^ |he felt fi}|.thc coq^leguences 
Qf t^k^m. TJic moft e.o.li^htcncd and vir- 
t\^»i^^writer tuay be ipiilakeii, but >yijl (jever 
hcfitateto ack^pyiric^gp .it j sigd of all the - 
homages that could be paid to truth, can- 
dour, fuch as this, is certainly the moft noble 
and moft touching^ 

The refultof thefc reflexions is, that in 
CXC,ry ppiot of view, political y mora^2cv.i • 
religious^ fuicide is equally criminal. • 

^ This 
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This mania, as weak as culpable, is, as IT 
have before faid> the horrid and ddfpicablc>: 
aft of the mod complete fclfiflinefs:; it is a* 
proof of the blinded rage, or of the moft , 
odious and ftupid infenfibilityi it is never 
produced but by total . imbccHlity, or the ^ 
weaknefs of dcfpair ; not by true courage^ , 
fwicc it is fo often <:ommtctcd by the moft* 
abje A, the moft cowardly of wretches, by- 
jnany women, and eveal^,children*. In 
,fhort, it is at once an outrage againft^. 
Heaven, againft reafoh , and ' humanity. : 
That fuicidc which appear^ tbi^ moft ex- . 
cufable from. its motives, is flill a crime; , 
and true philofophy cannot, on the contrary,-^ 
refpedt.and admire the matj greater thani 
fortune, who rcniiaihs, immoveable ^nd^. 
iercne in the midft'of its revcrfesj for, as% 
Montaighe has finely faid on the fame fub- 
jeft, yirtue. quits noi iU path nor lofes; //j^ 
wayy hozvever great, the Jloxfn.7 
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CHAP. XXJ.. 

Of the Advantage of a good Education;. 



JL/jfe is often but a fatal gift : the favors. 
of fortune are frail and dangerous^ a good, 
education is an incitimable benefit, Which 
can of itfclf give a value to all others, and. 
the placeof which nothing clfe. can fupply. 
In adverfity a good education fur^ifhes 
honorable and . certain rcfources, and it 
equally, teaches us to enjoy profpcrity. 
Who can fix .bounds to the gratitude due 
to a preceptor who , has fulfilled all the 
duties of one ? what fen timents, what con'* 
duft towards him can acquit the immenfe 
;debti can repay that unlimited attention, 
tbofe folicitudcs, .thofc labours, , that ac^ 
tivity, that vigilance, thofe unremitdng 
c*res of which you were, during.fo many 
years, theobjed?. 

If 
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If gratitude ought to engrave on the 
memory^ in indelible charafters, the re- 
membrance of the flighted benefit received, 
how is it poffible to forget that long feries 
of obligations fo clofrfy Twifccd together, 
the happy influence of which extends over 
all the future life ! 

Every thing mufl tend to recal to the 
virtuous pupil^ the idea of his firft infbuc* 
tpr, Cnce all bU ^ftions retrace the prer 
cepts he received from him i ingratitude 
cain only find plapc in the bofom pf the. 
depraved -, h.e forget^ his inftruftor becaufe 
he has longce^fed to remember his lefibns^ 
he forgets that tender friend of;hi$ infancy 
and of his youth ; that tutelary genius who^ 
fo long watched over him, as the in\pious 
forget their Creator; he endeavours tp 
banifh the recollcAipn b,ecaufe it is become 
troublefome to him* becapfe jt overwheimj^ 
him with fetf- reproach ; the cpnfiifcd re- 
membrance of thofepriccepts he had nc- 
glefted, difturb and affright him 5 in order 
to (Irfle Ms rcmprfe, and give a loofc to 
bis paffions^ he milft be^in by hc^la^ un- 
grateful : the good feel none pf this -, they 

know 
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know Ac value of corjjr a/id virwous in- 
JOtruflbioDS^ they .«lone reap the 4rvit qf 
them. ' 

Yet I xJo know it foffiWc to cbpri^ 
and preferve the virtiie$, yet to mc^leift aofi 
ibr^ the :loure<r ftam which they were 
clraiKn! I know it poffihlel— ^^^yec fcarce 
can comprehend how iqcb 4 po^iUQr 
caa exift. 

Ohj inexplicable young oaan ! yow who 
ai'C indebted tto a good education for yir- 
tueS) iafbrmatipnj ac^ompliihxzwrats^ hpw 
have you b^cn able to lefEice from y.ojyir 
ineoiory that benefadar w^om aU tbefc 
ought to point out to yow ^ the author pf 
.eax:h of thele ad.vanuiges ! Are you In ad* 
veuCty ? who.fwrniJthed you with reiburces 
to .ba^ its pow/er, lu^ given you that 
courage which ru|^r.i$ va^^ jthat ftrci3gth> 
inoraUnd phygc^ w^htia^blcs yw io 
meet undifmayed, ^yfipyCme^ of ^?ody, 
every paqg.ofiwnd? who was ibsbt vigilant, 
that tenderly attached guijie vi^ho cop- 
<da6ted you in the road &(Vc4 to virtue^ 
who cleared the (Co^ance, jCtnoothed 4;hc 
way^ ai^rfor .ypu fl rowed aflitspajhswijch 

.flowers ? 
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fl6wcr8? who taught you to dcfpifc luxurjr 
and effeminate foftnefs ?« to whom do yoU 
owe the dcvelopcment of your reafon, the 
expanfioh of your mind ?thar memory fo - 
richly ftored, by whbfe care was it thus 
cultivated? how wefl has that 'memory 
been able to retain all the various words^ 
of different languages, all the interefling 
fads of hiftory ?— -ah ! to friendfliip alone 
is it unfaithful !-^ — If your probity, your 
brilliant accomplifhments Tiave had any 
effeft in rendering you happy, is it to yoUr ' 
birth or to blind chance you are indebted 
for them? Do you enjoy the luxury 6f 
doing good, of fuccouring the unfortunate? 
Oh ! in thofe moments fb exquifitely fweet, ^ 
how is it that your heart docs not recal the 
image of that friend who firft conduced * 
jrour ftcps to the humble roof of poverty ! 
who firfl rendered you fuffceptible of the 
delicious emotionsofcompaflion ! who firit 
taught you the enjoyments of goodnels and 
benevolence 1 

That you may feel in its full force all 
that you owe to this guide, inftrudor, and 
friend, fuppofe for a^ moment that the carre- 

of 
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of your infancy and youth had be^n con- 
fided to mercenary, hands ; fuppoic that 
flattery had corri^ted your judgment^ that 
effeminacy had .^enervated your frame, that-; 
no principles had been inftillcd, no talents 
cultivated, no inflrudions. been beAowed^ 
on you, what would you have bcca to-day ? 

But what is it I do, and what are my. 
hopes ? — '. — None. 

There are many amiabte qualities, I 
know, which may be caught with fucceisf 
but I knoW) too, thatrgratitude is not to be 
learned. It isa ceteftial'virtue of which, 
the Creatot has- rclcrved to himfelf the 
gift.t^How ought I-tapraife and bkfs him 
for having beflowed it on beings fo dear 
and precious to me, and whofe fleady 
fi-icndOiig confoles mc for every privationl ' 
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CHAP- xxn^. 

Of Perfoni of Mri^uei 

J^LL pcriboscf intrigue h^ve ajubition ; 
but none of chis^ defcription pc>flcl^ geiuu$* 

Genius is aWays acxx)mpanU4 b^ m^ 
ardent p^fliQO for whatever it purfucs i and 
paffiou facrigce&aU^ca itaobje^^ ^veaa&uai 
fucccfs and prcfrnt fame; Whea Nawton, . 
dipvotcd tp abftjrafl; . fciejice, employed ajl 
his genius m cQi))pofitfg ^ work wi;b the 
enrtainty that (?«/y 4bre^ tnt^ in ail. EtWap4 
tvould ferfeSily comprehend it \ Ncwtoa-* 
afluredly laboured not for a6lual fame. 
Tiie innocent and uleful paffion for ftudf 
is the folc one that can (lamp fclf love with 
acharaftcr fo great. 

I do not certainly pretend to fay that 
this paflSon fo pure cannot exift independent 
of genius, for Lam myfelf a^proof of the 
GQnv*ry} but I will fay, chat as well as 

genius. 
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genius, ic exdudes atl cafte hritxaiguc, »d 
that if deprives us of all the means ncccSbffy 
for in«igiimg« 

Nothmg tA the world ^is&yrh% fo mndv 
time asintr^ue: ki&mt cm)ugh to de voce 
0\kSAvct entfrtly CO it Mi home, to cariy on 
eiMAdve corPetpondxmcBi to ircetM aod 
llafier alt ttte infifiid crowd that may ba 
«feful to usi to pay tourt toaM people in 
^wer; it i% befideSy nccefikrjr ta enter imd 
ehe Worlds to ftudy to plcafe, to make 
friends and parchcans; bat what douye 
bbotir> i^hdt ad^tiona} exertkms muft be 
viedj to be at once a perfon of intrigue and 
aa authofy and more particularly in tidies 
of fziQicm I we muft then ftruggle not only 
againft rivak, but agatiyft numerous holts 
of envenomed enemies : what contrivanoesi 
what meannefles> what added faUhoodsdoea 
foch a ficuadon call for ! Kteratune and ftudp . 
are neglefled, are forgot; the objeft is 
only to acquire potedors and panegyrifts^ 
to gain over journalifts> and mt^ply libels. 
The Spirit of party places intrigiaers in their 
true fphere ; it developes aUdieir faculties^ 
it calls forth all tbeir-little ulents ; without 

legitimating 
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legitimating the means employed, it places- 
rfieir charafters in a lefsi ignoble and left- 
defpicable light ; it fervcs at once as- a pre^ 
text and an cxcufc for their duplicity ; it 
changes ercn the names of their loweft* 
vices ; deception and knavery, the moft 
notorious, are na more than wife and poli- 
tical condud; hatred and vei>geance,cOnlf 
natural fentimcnts ? a^rfions and calutnnies 
but the refult of- a: paflion' j»ftificd by it* 
motives ia the eyes of alt who feel ks in- 
fiuencc ; 4n a word, to (hew yourfelf on 
every occafkM) partial, intolerant, and unjuft,L 
is only to be true to yourcaufe 

People of fcnfibility, and who are in- 
capable of intrigue, when, perrecutcd fay- 
fete, may have fincereand tender friends ; 
it is all that they defire ; diey demand, na 
ferviccs, they feck no fiippoiters, defenders^, 
ep apologifts 5 they wtftionly to bebctevcd* 
Intriguers regard fricndfliip as a mere 
mercenary convention ; they exad no dc* 
licate atteotions, no fentiment, no effcem 1 
tl^y wifh only for creatures entirely de- 
voted to»thcmi and- they obtain them ^ 

becauie 
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ibccaufe they arc feared, or tmich is cx- 
pc&cd from them, they have it materially 
Jn their power to hurt, or to render- fervice, 
•Wc cannot be fincerely devoted to any but 
ran aSiual benefactor or an intriguing 
^friend; it is towards fuch that gratitude 
«appears lively, and friendfbip ardent: a 
'friend is defended -wirfi warmth^ both in 
fpeakingand wrinng ;'fuffragesare filiated 
•for in his favour, and every opportunity 
:&ized to make him appear in the moft 
-flattering light: is he ^n author, extradU 
:are .niade from all his works, they are 
-praifcd to the fkies, and all the journals 
are fidl of xhem s but all this zeal is excited 
only by the bafcft intercft, by perfonal in- 
hered : .the fame fervices are expefted in 
return, they are claimed when ftood ki 
♦need of. 

It muft rtcceffarily be then, that pcrfo- 
'cuted virtue, in^ rimes of fadion efpeciaHy, 
.muft for a f<<ries 'of years become thic 
^vidim of calurtiny: Falfhood accufcs her 
^ithciFrontery ; truth, timid or conftrained, 
dares not raifeits voice in her favour j her 
friends arc ifilcnt 5 there is nothing toViourt- 

t/sraa 



tff^&, tine io^emes lof tor 4nemies» «oth8)fc 
to ^ppe(e tbcif trimipib ^ they mu}dpl|r 
At fhcir :pleftrurfc ^ronadkfs impmadom^ 
/ "wbioh aj^ pq a th^r^nd occaQtes 4tf- 
|n'ava4 tty ^sacknoitrlc^ged md publi^i 
'it:iQ9tt^fS9fi(, 0^!fai^QaaMmr6iit«J> aod 
icireulsited m«h a jkind of pu^c »piditjr» 
/wd a^ Tppee^ti^eYen by tbofe who feel no 
%mmo&t^i fHBpIe crqdujiiyj^reiidsjiivitheitt 
IDaemnngit) all iheenveaoci^d ^an^rsof 
^aJioe 1/-;*— Ah I wichoui: the qonfoHag^ 
;fi:ft(tisneati^f rie^lpieEy, who could 6$ppo» 
•jthc owrwliielwng weHght of injuflicc, jEhc 
.dtieadftii torment of ^i^g hat^d witboqc 
:a amrclt — r-Iq qertwu fitu^tbmi iucb a 
-triisfofftufte can only jbejclvded by imri^ue^ 
(it muftthen 1^ fufcKnkt«d tp wi(h fteadf 

A cafte for the arts> and a p^ifion Ictr 
^ftu4^> iiqljd out to ^ppffiflfed ifinoceoce in- 

Xolatioajs. ilt i^mfl; "fepv^V^jr be cpnftlftdi 
:thw in fhetj^^/iTitf |day .tt^3 «f^We ^paiSm 
^ never fiad^ .in ^iei)d(hip a pji^afing TqI^* 
JpcismMt the;,tk$.of iiBtimaiieajtftch- 
.ip.erttj.tUe ;tei?dctif««iflicp»i}£ fclid affisfi- 

tion> 
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'««€ not fufficient ; Iwndfliip £M6b nn*- 
iPOmtcsiig aueotioB^ ^aad WMild not even 
hflfire ili^^ftbibluce dcvoiami fcdt as aiacri*- 

4fig» a^d^af a ofaftraifUr ntore fub&ne ; two 
^^uh) united by-^sxmiadCympsLthY^ nert r 
^^epieaced affiiraaees of 6fieri!al friendftnp^ 
^yet they &k thac the ^onjtfaft was tn-> 
^kiaUe 9 fupei^cial profcffions are fnf- 
tfiej^«d> fromtisetioe proceeds the Jieceflfty 
of their beiogconftantty renewed; albletnn 
/and lacred oath k never pironouneed btnc 
once. To what did this deep felt cnf^J^ge- 
jfnent ixnmially hind ttem? to .defend ^A 
-frtend at the peril of I'tliS) to f<9Uow him 
4nto exHe» Co ifaare not only his forr^owa 
but bis fete. And what was the recom« 
fience of iticfa powerful proofs of attaxrh* 
ment? to rgolce in the feiriame of the 
lobjeA lb highly efteemed/ to be ailbciaied 
in it, and in a manner to tdencify it as his 
OMDj and ifiireliirn .for onbotnoded auc- 
tion to reftafiitred of invariibiy meeting 
^the &me ; noble^ apd afiefliogiieciirity 1 the 
iweeteft chanm of fiicndih^.i a charm 

which 
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wlrieh love can never know ! What do» 
fmndihipy as at prefdnttunderftoodt neqidye 
•of its votaries ? eonftant reciprocal vifitSi 
volumes of letters* and 'complimentary 
billets i fo that ^(^e people, the mofl: 
completely unoccupied in rational purfot^ 
are the moil perfeA friends. Thus tjie 
; lover of *fiatorc and of Ac arts, he ^who m 
folitude cultivates his mind and Ms talent^ 
who delights in literature and meditati(»i» 
will never acquire aidcM and zealous 
friends..: In vain (hall be have made them 
-Ac greateft iacrifices .; in vain been ready; 
to quit all in the hope of being ufeful to 
them ; in vain fhall he often even break 
cff from his beloved employments^? if fee 
does not renounce them altogether, he 
-has done nothing. He will be bttcerljr 
reproached with his tafte for reu«eat i his 
fondneis for his books, his writing table* 
his pencils and his nmific, in preference 
to thei pleafures of difpodttoni will be im» 
puted.to him as a crimen he. is called fa* 
vagc and infenftble ; he might tnake him- 
felf agreeable in ibciety, but he withdraws 
from iti be defircs neither to captivate 

nor 
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^or to (hinc, he fceks only folitudc and 
peace; thefe are fingularities and faults 
^hich arc inexcufablc. Will the friends of 
ibch a man defend him with warmrh, if 
they hear him attacked by envy or male^ 
lAlence ? no, certainly 5 they will content 
themfelves with faying : ///j his own faulty 
had he di(pofitions more focial^ noxM he 
fliew himfelf oftener, would be rtakc the 
trouble of making ufeful friends^ and were 
he capable ef cukivating ikem^ he might 
^afily triumph over aU liis enemies; but 
to give way to fucb ^capriees is not the 
uray to dcftroy violent prejudkes. And of 
•wiiat xonfcguence is it to dcftroy therm 
'When thcy*come to be defpifed, when all 
rfceiing^nthis fubjcftis lliflcd, when in- 
Juftiee, ceafing to opprcfs the foul, infpires 
only contempt and indiflFercnce ; when, 
in fhort, after havii^ well ftudicd his own 
heart, he is folly convinced that he woukl 
be utterly incapable, for a fingle month, of 
foBowtng the plan of condud which perhaps 
ivould require many years of ftcadypcrfc- 
vcrancc in order to his juflification. O ! 
yc whom intrigacs perfccute and opprefi^ 
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ye whcJfc hearis arc warmed with the love 
of peace »d order^ot virtue, d^dlbe fweet, 
fentimeots of uoiverfal benevolence, <be- 
ware of forming the. projeft of repelliqg, 
cabal by cabal j were yo« even to conquer 
-your icrupks on this point, . you would 
fiill fail in your defign/ Have you tafted 
the charms of ftudy, of meditation, and 
o£ elegant talents,- it will be impoffible for 
you tafupport the wearifomeneis of fuch 
an undertakiflig ; sUl thoie whofe natural 
<lifpo&ions have led^ them to i$, wiU^furp^, 
you in the abilities requifite, chey will 
triuoiph over you,.and not able either to 
conqxier or to hide your difguft, you wijl 
foon be forced to abandon cAe conteft, 
from which the only fruits, you . will have 
reaped, ^ill be the (hame .and regret of 
having eiigaged in it. No, no; it is ia 
folitude alofie that^you will- find not only 
tranquillity but happinefs j candnae to add 
fttU new dignity to thofe talents which, ane 
now difputed and eavied, .by a happy ufc 
of them; endeavour to ft^mp perfediom 
on that charaAer fb much defamed, and 
thofe ieotiments iq Uitle underilpod j^ ma- 
lignity 
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-lignltjr has piiimed you in falfc colours; 
:. apply yourfelF to the talk of fchdering this 
^pidure every day mdrc unlike, and more 

prcpoftcrous j fee patient and expcft evcry- 
^thing ftom time, whiih fcldom fails to 

pi-oduce confiifion to guilt and triumph to 
^iitnotrence. 

It IS above^Il ^\ih princes thatperfons 

of intrigue in general foccced the beft; 

' there nothing offends them ; 'they ' require 

jiO encouragement to attpaA them; they 

dnerd neither to be tnviced iior cfteemed, 

td be introduced Is enough; are they 

rcpulikd^ (till they perfift; are they ba- 

niAed, (till they return; their ob(iinate [ 

adherence overcomes all refiftahce, and in 

xht end they are not admiiiedbut tolerated i ] 

.this fe all they deflre, it opens to them a 

1 field for cabal; even though acquainted 

with their principles, it is dangerous ta 

liijten to them; they imperceptibly im- 

prcfs on their 4iearersunfevorable opinions 

of thofe they attack; it is deemed a fuf- 

fieierit degfeetif incredulity to believe only 

the half of^whac they advance, and mofl; 

frequently the ^hole is falfe. 

M 2 In 
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In thefe unfortunate times of difhirb- 

ances and fufpicions^ ^princes ought to 

make one (imple refledionj that among 

all_ thofc .ftrangers to whom they fhew a 

gj:;nerous bofpitality, it is whimfical that 

thpfe alone who have an honorable re- 

fource in thek own talents, and who keep 

thcmfejves xionftantly retired, are almoft 

always accyfed.Hof ambitious views.- But 

who are the accui^rs 4)f tbele peaceful and 

folitary beings ? Pjcrfons who are in 

icor»imial motion i who, by dint of intrigue^ 

have penetrated Jnto; the cabinets of Ji^imf^ 

, ters, the cowts -of ,princ.e$ ; who h#ve 

. .obtained,, penfiops, places, and favors, or 

; who warmly folicit themij whilft thofe thcjr 

. accule take no ftep ,of this. nature, a(k for 

nothing, pretend to. nothing, but Jive in 

: ihc; moft profound rctpcat*?. 

It \v0ui4 be as iabfurd as unjufi, to fay ihae-&Sl 
vrho defire imd who obtain penfibiis and places are 
perfons of vinttigu^i; tfeey may be foliated with 
dignity, and then i iris honorable to fucceed. :Hay 
only, that thofe perfons oiight to be the leaft fuf- 
pec^cTpf ^fnbitbn who aik for nothing ; and who 
^i^^fond of retreat^ Audy, andindependenpe*. 

:Biit 
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Buti thank Heaven, there arc ftill 
I^-lnccs capable of making thefc reflec- 
tions: princes who may be addrefled 
direftly, not through the medium of in- 
terceflbrs, and with every hope of lucccfs 
in obtaining an afylum ; of which the 
mildnefs and equity, of their government 
are the guarantees of its fccurity. 

If it were pofTiblc to picrfuade people 
of intrigue that merit and talents may cxift 
where there is no ambition, they might 
ceafc to be mifchievou^ and dangerous; 
but this is what they will never believe ; 
?nd in proportion as' they fear, rivals, they 
difcovcr formidable enemies in thofc the 
leaft difpofe^d to enter into competition with 
them. Thus; then, they eternally nourifh^ 
the horrid inftinft of malignity j and th'c 
ucmoft perfcftion of this bafc difpoficion is,. 
to He with effrontery, and calumniate with 
ikccefs^ 



W4 CHAP. 
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CHAP, xxnv 

jL HZ bcft ufe a young man can make of 
his firll cnomenu of hbcrty^ after ftis^. 
education is Bniflied, is to travely if ac- 
companied by a peribn who pofl^fles good \ 
fcnie and informatioa. He enters the 
ivorld with tnore fuccefli and neet^ at 

once 

^ l have ivritie« for the tt& of tniTeile^ and ^ 
fu^itivei B, Utile work )¥hicb h9$ bfoi p0bIUh«d, 
but which they have taken the liberty pf printiiig 
in a manner totally different from that Iprefcrtbed. 
1 intended it fhould have been in one vol ame^ French 
and German ^ inftead of which it has been lopped^ ' 
mutilated, and a part of it inieried in anaother 
work, of great merit.it if. true, but to which I 
was quite a flranger* Soipe preliininarv in{lru<51ions 
of conflderable extent, and not I think, without 
IntereR, have been retrenched. A fecond edition 
has been given, in which all the original text ap- 
•pears, but without the Germantranflation; which 
has depriv€{d the work of its greateft utility, and 

fruftrated ^ 
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once iwith that kind of flattering c6nfider* 
ation Co gratifying, if bis firft introduftion 
into it 18 after having made the grand 
tour ; provided he is free from thofc 
fopperies vbich pedantry and foHy necef- 
larily produce. A traveller is always^ 
imefcfting, if be is neither felf-fufficicnt 
nor very talkarin^e j the venacity of a per- 
ion of exceiSve volubility is, and not 
without reafon, always called in queftion -, 
and if he voluntarily enter into long 
narratives^, he i» for^ that reafon niwch 
iufpc^ed of overftraining^ truth i a* cu-- 
jriofity cannot be excited unleft confidence 
is firft infpired, he attains this double em)$ 
dnly by appearing unaffefted, modcft, and 
relerved. Young pcrfons above all obgivt 
to fpeak of their travels only when inter- 
rpgated J people like to afk quedlons of 

fruftratcd the real dcfign with which it was 
written. All thi^ was done, n^ton^y without my 
cemfent, but without my knowledge. But I do 
not complain j for it has been done wiih the bcft 
and pureft intentions j but I ought to make thi& 
public declaration, becaufe it is the truth. There 
ate in this chapter eight pages taken from the 
work of which I have fpoken, in order that I 
might- bring together all my thoughts on the 
fame fubjeA, 

M 4 travellers^ 
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travellers, and liftcn with plcafurc to their 
anfwcrs ; but they become cxccffivclf 
tirefomc, when they relate diinutc particur 
lars which nobody defired to hears 

Before fecting out to vifit ftrangc coun-» 
tries, we ought to be thoroughly acquainted.. 
with our ownj that we* may be enabled to 
make comparifons, besides its being the 
mod natural procefs;.it would, however^. 
wichout doiibt, make foreign wonders ap« 
pear Icfs dazzling in our eyes. How man/- 
young Frenchmen arc there who imagine 
that only in Switzerland or England are to 
be feen pifturcfcjuc views, grand cafcades^ 
grotcofi, rocks, and mountains, who mighc 
have fcen the fame objcfts, and perhaps, 
niuch finer, in our fouthern provinces, in 
Franchc-Comte, in Auvergnc, or Bur- 
gundy f Even on returning from Italy> thry. 
muft admire thofe noble monuments of 
antiquity, with which France abounds j and. 
indeed the whole tour of France will be- 
always the moft plc^fing and moft enter- 
taining that can be made. 

In travelling for pleafure, for health, or. 
(which is peculiar to this age) from neccf- 

fity,. 
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(ity, to reap inftruftion from all that is fccn = 
ought to be the prmcipal objcft j this can- 
not well be accomplifhed without keeping 
a journal containing mod of the particulars^ 
if this cflcntial point be ncgleaed, the 
greater the number of new or interefting 
pbjcds which prcfent themfelves, the more 
the ideas wliich remain of them will be 
confufed i all will be confounded in a head 
the bed organized, time, places, mbnu- 
mepts, and pcrfons; you will lofe the 
pleasure of rccolleding with prccifion any 
thing\you have feen or heard; you cannot 
even fpekk of them in a maftner that will 
cither inftruft or intercft, with the ftrifteft 
regard for truth i you will tell circumftanccs 
abfoluteljr fellc ; and be taken fpr a liar 
without ^ver haviBg^ had the defigii of 
lying. This is what happens to the greateft 
number of travellers; who> in general, are 
lefs deficient in veracity than in memory; 

To make a journiil which will be of 

real utility, it is not enough that you write 

down cvcTy night what you have feen 

during the day, you ought alfo to take 

M 5 particular. 
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particular notes in a mexnorandutn-book : 
of whatever you fee worthy.of obfervationj , 
for inftancc, if in a morning you vifit 
fevcral churches, yda will mod: probaUy 
confound in your memory ^1 the different 
piftures and monuments they contain, if r 
you do not as you go on malcc the(e de«* 
tached notea^ In the fame manner, in a . 
carriage, you ought to fct down every 
object that you pa fi.by^ which you .would L 
wifh to rccollefl:. Many travellers, content* 
ing themfclvcs wiih. writing at large every ; 
night, have had their works printed full of 
iocxcufable miftakcsi the travels in Italy of " 
the Abbe Richard have this fault; the book ^ 
contains many things truly valuably, and it ^ 
may be e^fily.fcenby theftylc of th^ author , . 
.that he never has the .defign of deceiving : 
his readers.; the. very nature of hisinaccu^ . 
racics even. proves itjfor it is not from en-. 
thu(iafm or a lave of the marveUous that : 
he is .tl\U3 unfaithful ffomejumes he tells us * 
that fuch a ftatue is of red marble, then it is • 
of white ; that fuch another is of brafs, after- 
wards it is of marble ; now^a certain mony^ 
mcnt is inilicha cityj, then ia aaother,.&c. 

• Whcn.i 
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When you take up your reRdence for 
any time in great cities, you oug)>t to read 
over the hiftory of th^ couatrie^ in which 
they are fituated; perufe alfo atcemivcly 
the defcripttons of the public jnoouments 
which they contain i but be cautious in 
adopting the judgments paflfed upon them, 
which are generally very erroneous in 
thofc Utde pamphlets.^ As ta ibciety, th« 
of fcholar3, men of letters^ and artifts, 
ought to be preferred to all others by a 
traveller; converfation is/ often mQre in^ 
ftruiftive than books-, but he ought to 
inveftigate fubjc€ts, and not yieU too light 
credit upon every occafion 5 everything 
that appears extraordinary '- reqdre^ ^QUr- 
firmation -, and every n^cefliiry information 
ought to be gatn^ of a cif cumfl;ance 
before it be inferted in a journal A fault 
too common among^ traveUers is> lofing 
ibetr precious time in recounting what is 
pafts and what they hav<e done b their own 
country^ inftead of informing themfelves 
of tbo& things. of which^ey are i^orant; 
it would fecm that the obje& of their 
goftdg^abrc^d wa$ to inftriiA ftrangors^ not 

to 
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to receive inftruftion themfelVes ; this is a; ^ 
certain means of becoming wearifbme ta 
every body, and of returning as ignorant as 
they came. 

Would you have your fociety courted 
by all thofc who know how to think, (and 
of what' importance is the opinion of" 
others?)^ be natural, unaffcded, and un- 
afluming; avoid that -flattery which praifes. 
all with exaggeration, wkhbut drftindtion,- 
and which always renders t+re flatterer 
contemptible ; avoid faftidioufnefe too, and> 
above all,, that- fondnefs for poJntmg our 
faults, whi6h will make you hated 3 be 
always ingenuous ahdrmctre, but let it be 
with prudence- and- politcncfs; be often, 
fileht i prailc ibmetimes^; and never enter 
into any criticifms but fuchas are gende and 
moderate s , tbu3 ihatt you avoid oiFence to- 
all. 

Never appear aftonifhed at cuftoms, 
which dijfRrr from thofe of your own 
country ; this- aftoniflhmcnt- alway$ carfiesL 
an air of cenfure-;; and, , befldes, does no 
credit to your undcrftending : do you ex- 
pefbto .Giid a£.Mofcow the fame cuftoms 

which. 
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which: are cftaBlilhed at Rome ? Are you 
' a fugitive dcfpoiled of all?: If your foul 
is great and courageous, na part of your 
demeanour will announce furprife, regret, 
erdefpondeace;. the caprices of fortune 
only degrade us when we a[^ear humbled 
by them; defpifc the puerile vanity of 
inccflandy dwelling in convcrfation oo^tbe 
ftatc of your former fortunes ; in Ihort, 
bear your change of fituation like a tra- 
veller,, who,- on a joiffncy, i».fomctimes 
obliged to quit agood ian and take up wkh 
a mifcrable hovel foit the night. 

Arc you calumniated ?: You have your 
choice of two parts.; the one is to pay your 
court to the great,, to- extend your con* 
oexions, tor^gain parttzans and protedlors ^ 
for however little amiable you may be, you 
will e^filyfucoccdb. i»aUvtbi5>.. by devoting 
your time excliifively to fociety^and above 
^IK hy concealing uocfcr gafety of counter, 
nance, and by difiembUng with a good 
grace, that contempt with which its indpi^ 
dity infpircs you; 

The other part for you to^adopris, to 
- defpifc the calumny^ to heave whatever 

pcrfccu- 
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perfedftions fsay refiik from it» mA tcr 
contcntjourfelf-wkk the ceftioiony of your 
owtr confciofice, aad the efteem of tboft^ 
yow teve. 

The firft line of <onivi(k may fuit tfaofe 
whofe fuppleneft of chafafter aod (^midky> 
of temper fit them for it. : 

The iecoiid^ is bctt<ir adapted to ttoil> 
w4io unite to firength of mtnd an ardent 
taftc for iludy ; and theie, after mucK rer 
f{e6kion, and many flruggles with ihen»^ 
ielvesi will ever return, to their firft prinr 
cipleSj and conclude by thinking, that it b 
better after all, fometimes to run the rifle 
t3tf beconstng vi^ims^to the wickednefs olf 
men, than to renoufice ufeful purfuits^ 
Mgi to facrifice inclinations of the nolil^ 
and moft deUgbtfuLnature* Innocence, by 
ajittle addreg and fooie exeir^onsy might 
])erhaps e^ily juftify itfcif ; butics pace i»- 
•ever fteady ; nothing wdghs heavy, nothing 
idtfturbsitt allis^at peace within ! it wiits- 
^tth a kind of virtuous indolence, till 
juftice is done it ; fooner or later, it ^noYsi$ 
tthaititne m^ dry up or reftfatif the impure 
:torrent of caluomy^ ia this vexp^ifbtion- 

it'- 
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itlcjwells f^curc in thf jprotcftiog care aod 
pnd«r the wacchful cy» of the Suprcme^^ 
Bein^i and repafts with ca}m delight on th^ 
bofom pf fricndlhip. 

I do aoi advife fugiriveSj even thofe 
who arc fynd of fplkudc^ to fix their reli- 
ance far from town$i beiBdes, that aa i/i- 
jtdated fitoation is ^ways d^^cient in thofe 
cefources of. which moft fugitives ^have 
need, that manner of life, of which I have 
had a long experiences has mginy inconve- 
niences fox ikangejs s feperated faom their 
neareft tiesi^.from thjcir bi?ft ipved friendsij^ . 
their* correfpondence hccome5fo precious 
and fo neceflaiy^ and far from towns it is 
of courfc maic irregular,; and OHW exn. 
p^nfivc : if they are fick, .there is no affift- 
apcc ncari if. they have tateno, tbeyar^ 
perpetually in wani of thofc tWngs which 
might. ferve to apply thicm to ufr : tp fvM^- 
pp^ll, thoy muft ev-en renounce readings , 
books are not to be procured, aqd h.o^ 
difpenfe. with thcfe in a profound TCtirc^ 
me^t ? 

Ar^i b^fides, this kind of life isiir fronj 
b^ing cco{iomical> oine is luin^ in th^ 

p^ftagc 
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poftage of letters, the carriage of parcels; 
and the paying of cnefKngcrs; one's life is 
fpcnt in giving coramiffions which artf 
almoft always ill executed j one is expoXecf 
to. the wcarifomenefi of* waitmg for, and 
the chagrin of not receiving what, was ex--' 
peacd,.which produces a number of little 
difappointments; fo much the more un-: 
gleaftnr, a^ they are pcrpctoaHy renewed; 
and in abfotutc -folitudt all thcfe things, 
trivial in thcmfclvesy become ftrious affairs; 
for the vivacity of ' our affeftions and 
dcfires are always propbrtibned to our fitu- 
ations, and it is natural to attach the fime 
degree of importance to every thing which 
cffcntially, .that is to fay^ which habitually^ 
employs us. 

As to your^ perfbns of a literary cha- 
rafter, who travel with the dcfign of pub- 
lifhing their remarks on the different coun* 
tries they pafi through, they ought to be 
acquainted with alt claflcs of^ lociety, and 
five alternately in towns and in the country : 
it is only by becoming domcfticatcd ih 
cottages that they will acquire a juft idea ^ 
of the charaftcrs and manners of {Icafants;, 

but 
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but for this purpofe it is aUb neceflarjr to- 
learn their language, which is not, however, 
very difficult, fince the vocabulary oF their 
fimple converfation&is always v^ry. limited v. 
they may be judged of, not only from the 
ideas they exprefs, but from the kind of. 
jargon they employ, , and even from the 
accent with which it is uttered* For iii- 
ftance, the people of Paris, like all .other 
people, whether of towns op the country^ 
have a language peculiar to- themfelvesi 
theirs is copious only k exprcflions of joj^ . 
gaiety, impatience, mockery, the pleafures 
of the table, and of good cheer j4in>oblerver' 
might conclude from it that the people 
were fprighdy, joyous, turbulent, frivolous 
and inconfiftent -, and they would not be 
miftaken in this judgment. The voices of ^ 
the people of Paris are more loud and 
hoarfe than thofe of any other that I know> 
which to me appears very natural ; both 
thefe efFefts are caufcd.by theirampetuofityi 
noify in their joy and in their anger, fpeak-r 
ing^ always with a tone of importance^ and 
with vivacity i they are incefiandy fcreaming 
and exclaiming^ , and fo become hoarfe. 

The 



The people of Picardy who arefliild, and 

the Flemings who arc phlegmatic, have 

voices lefs rude> and tones more eompofed^ 

There cxMts ur Paris a clafe of people whd 

have formed a -language for chemfrlvcs - 

jdiftinA from all others, and which is i^keft 

fifdy in die pfecinAs -of the itiarketSi the 

•VPmtfl who ufe it are catted Porffardes 

iSQx^womca) I, thk language kfof fiseha 

fifitwt that it wouid not be po/Sble to qu6± 

g fuif^e fenteace of it| it eoftf^ only of 

.obicecMlieay iindibeitioft horrid impreca«' 

tkw that ean .be didfcaced by rage aod r rucky j 

f^r thcfe womeA> void of principJcs and 

fnorali, are in general Violeht and ferocious; 

: TraveUers.are fnceffibMiy talking to tis 

©f narional char^er> and foppofe they can 

juiige of the charafter of every individual 

of a nation, from having ftudied thofe of 

the people of a fingje tow-n or prc^vinre. 

This is a greAt erVof t there may exift a 

na^hml fpinti (asforinftance, in England,) 

and there may be national charafter, in 

ftates as limited as the petty republicks of 

l^ucca andsSt. Mariae^ biHilKrccan be no 

national. 
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liatianaltrhara&er in an extenfive country 
divided into hiegt pFovinces^. A Normant^ 
a GafcoB^ an inhabtcam of Cfiampagne, or 
of Auvergcnej &Cr are aUipqually French i 
y^t «aeh of tbefe people im^ a totally^ 
difVinft diaraS:er : the fame may be faid . 
of all tho oih&n. Ijh it^c obferrcd by 
the way^ that cbe mofse- the bounds of a - 
ftdte are extended ^ by jconqueft^ the more 
Uriking will nhis diverftty become. 

Thofe who wiSi to reap my imppo^- 
xnent from tfav^cSbg,; .du^t not .then to 
negleft any of/ thofc 4>bfcrvations «Fhich fo 
ea^ efcape fupefficial uiKierftandings: 
-To be qualiied towrUea b(!>ok of mvebi 
lyhtch would leave -us nothing further to 
defire^ re^wes a nuikif^i^ity of taient% . 
and a ftdif* of inforaiatidn which never 
meet in the feme perfon j it is neceflary to 
pofiels at lead a taftc for the fifie arts, and 
for literature^ . to>underSaad drawing, 
architeAure, and the. views of nature; to 
be. well verfcd in natural biftory, and in 
botany ; and to have profoundly ftudicd 
hUtory and mytfeology^, 
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As to the ftilc in which travels ought W 
be written, it (houldx I think, be elegantly 
pure, but • limple, concife^ and ferrous : 
epigrammatic points, language too floweryj 
or too highly impaffioned, ought to be in-* 
terdided travellers as well as hiftorians^ 
becaufe both the one and the other ihould 
endeavour to , infpire their readers with 
confidence; and bccaul^ impartiality, cor- 
reSncft and a fcrupulotis . fidelity, is ex- 
afted equally frqm both j brilliant talents 
may em Wliih thefe indifpcnfable qualities, 
but can never fupply their place. Ea- 
thufiafm is- always juftly fbfpisAedi it- forms 
the principal merit of an ode, a poem, or 
a rhetorical difcourfe, but it is very much 
mifplaccd in a book, of travels •, to wifti. to 
appear . a univerfal genius (and that often 
in a pamphlet ot :twQ hundred pages) and 
to difplay eruditipn wherepitrisunneccffary, 
is to be a pedant 4 to b^ -very eldquenr, 
and very profound in writing a letter, is to 
be obfcure, diffijfc,r aijd totally out-. <oC 
charafter in fuch a compofition* . In writ* 
inghiftory toaffc(flto exhibit at ^oncct^ 

fcHind 
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found fcrifc and cxtenfivc views of a ftatcf- 
mao, With the grace> the lightnefs^ and ' 
delicacy of aprofeflcd wit; to be fupcr- 
ficial and inconfiftentj fhews want of 
difccmment and want of digmty. And 
laftly^ in a narativc a( travels to tnakt: a 
pzrsidtof pbihfophyy jin^ ^ »^f jy, rxquilite 

fenftbitity^ with political talents, &c. is to 
write a romance fitntaftic and infipid, with- 
out plan, without imagination, and without 
interefl:. It muft be confefied it is high 

-time to retrench in this fpecies of x:ora- 

. pofltioii thofe ecfftacies on ^thc height of 
mountains i thofc rel^hus horrors in the 

.depths of .great foretb; thofe paftorals in 
profe on the verdure of meadows; thofe 
emphatic defcripti<?ns of rocks, precipices, 
grottos, cafcadcs, &c. and above all, thdfe 
long details written with fo much compla- 
cency, of all the fenfations of the traveller i 
details which' would of themfelves make 

. volumes, and which only Icrve -to inform 
us that on a certain occafion the author was 
overcome by fear; that on-fuch a day he 
was ftruck, feizedwith admiration, ordeepty 
affcdled ; that at another dme he experi- 
enced 
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cnccd a - fwcct melancholy, &c. I am €>f 
o^nion that were all thele iitde confidential 
parcicular& (uppreiTed, the travels would W 
neither lefs inftruftivc oerlefe amiifing*. 

Baniih then all thofe' romantic and com- 
mon place recitals; obfervewith precifioii^ 
be fcriousi judicious, and correft inyow 
dpfcriptioos ; and if 'you are mafterof^ 
poKfticd ftyle 4a writings you will excel 
in this fpccies of compofition. 

It IS very poflibk that a dkerfity of 
talents may meet in the fame perfonj 
compofe then; works of different kinds^; ' 

'* ITjj^ak hfete only^f thole real feboks of traVdlsi 
wbich, W hatevef be the' circu mftances tnttodaced j 
are meant upon the w hole to g^ve as a conre<5li<loa 
of the coamries they d^faibe. 1. pretend not to 
fpeak of thefe Works in which travelling is ©nly 
the faifed ornament, nor the gt-ound work ; fuch 
For inftance as ^thany very imerefting letters by 
diffcrent«uthor5» on Switzerland, Italy, &c. ki 
Ihort, 1 do nut deny that a traveH*r rtiay with 
propriety fometimes give an account of the im« 
preffibns he feels, providedis to be done in an ia- 
tetefting manner, and- not tedloufly Ipun out^ 
and provided to he does^t talk to as of hisafhoats, 
o<(.0f the recolle^ions of his yoathful days. 

rff 
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if yjQU have imagination and fenfibilitjr^ 
write romances ; if you have great energy 
of chara5:er, extended views Of nature, 
^nd talents for poetry, wjjtc tragedies : but 
confound not. the Ipccies J M^hatisa beauty 
in. the one would be a. deformity in the 
other; give not to the aufterc Pallas the 
voluptuous attributes of Venus J nor place 
the ma0y club of Hercules in the handa 
of the graces. ICyou caoaot correft this 
bad tafte in yourfelf, indead of ^cultivating, 
you will annihilate thq fine arts; you will 
throw them into ^anarchy,- and produce 
not'ftrikiog and durable pidures, butdif- 
torted and whitnfical iketches : like chofe 
grotefque painters who reprcfcnt-an extra- 
vagant affcmbkge, where fome pleafing 
objects are mingled >and confounded with 
a multitude of fantaftic beings^ and mon« 
ftcrs. 
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